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“To forget w
ould be not only dangerous 

but offensive; to forget the dead w
ould 

be akin to killing them
 a second tim

e.”
-E

lie W
iesel (2006)

P
reface to the N

ew
 Translation of N

ight 

“The great m
ass of the people...w

ill 
m

ore easily fall victim
 to a big lie than 

to a sm
all one.”

-A
dolf H

itler, M
ein K

am
pf 

Top: A girl reaches out to A
dolf H

itler in M
unich, 1933/34. C
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N
early a decade ago H

olocaust M
useum

 H
ouston cre-

ated a print-form
atted curriculum

 trunk. 
 To m

eet the 
needs of the 21st century learner, this electronic ver-
sion w

as created in 2012.  

W
ithin this iB

ook, educators and students can find over-
view

 inform
ation about m

any H
olocaust and genocide 

topics.  Links to W
eb-based resources are provided as 

w
ell.  S

ignificantly, there are connections to literature 
that can be accessed by any one via e-book apps avail-
able on m

any devices.  If you borrow
ed an electronic 

curriculum
 trunk from

 H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston, the 
books identified in the curriculum

 are provided in the 
apps noted.  If you did not borrow

 a trunk from
 H

olo-
caust M

useum
 H

ouston, please note that you can lo-
cate the book using any num

ber of e-book applications, 
as w

ell as print copies as w
ell. 

In im
plem

enting this program
, educators are asked to 

consider the reasons for teaching about the H
olocaust.  

The history itself m
ust be taught -- not just a slice of the 

history or a slanted view
 to accom

plish a particular 
goal. To be certain, a grounded understanding of this 
history m

any lead individuals to consider that there are 
lessons to be learned.  A

t H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston, 
w

e hope that after learning the history of the H
olocaust 

and other genocides, individuals w
ill be aw

are of the 

dangers of hatred, prejudice and apathy.  W
e truly hope 

that m
ore people w

ill understand the need to be up-
standers, and not bystanders.  This is noted in our trian-
gle lesson, w

hich follow
s.  

____________________________________________

H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston Triangle

The E
uropean Jew

s, along w
ith the other victim

s of the 
H

olocaust (C
om

m
unists, S

ocialists, political dissidents, 
Jehovah’s W

itnesses, hom
osexuals, S

inti and R
om

a, 
P

oles, and those physically and m
entally challenged), 

w
ere targeted for death or discrim

ination by the N
a-

tional S
ocialist regim

e (N
azi G

erm
any). These people 

w
ere innocent victim

s. D
epending on tim

e and context, 
citizens could choose how

 to respond to w
hat they saw

 
happening around them

. They could either becom
e a 

perpetrator, rescuer/upstander or bystander. A sm
all 

percentage of the population w
as com

prised of perpe-
trators; less than one percent m

ade a decision to be 
rescuers/upstanders. M

ost people settled on the role of 
bystander.
_________________________________________________
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The M
useum

 w
elcom

es feed back as you em
ploy this 

new
 electronic-based trunk. W

e hope to use technology 
to ensure that w

e offer cutting-edge program
m

ing, infor-
m

ation and resources.  

  

iii

The Triangle illustrates the 
dangers of hatred, prejudice 

and apathy. 

H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston Triangle
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C
hapter 1

W
hen the N

azi party cam
e to pow

er in G
erm

any

on January 30, 1933, approxim
ately nine m

illion 
Jew

s lived in the E
uropean countries that N

azi 
G

erm
any w

ould occupy during W
orld W

ar II.  

These Jew
ish people, and their ancestors, w

ere 
people w

ho loved their fam
ilies, celebrated their 

traditions, 
w

orked 
in 

different 
professions 

and 
trades, served their country in the m

ilitary and other 
civil offices, and practiced their religion.  

Yet all of them
 w

ere targeted for death by N
azi 

G
erm

any and its collaborators -- not for anything 
they had done, but sim

ply because they w
ere Jew

s.    

LIFE
 B

E
FO

R
E

 TH
E

 
H

O
LO

C
A

U
S

T

P
ortrait of R

eina S
ham

i, daughter of S
am

uel S
ham

i. S
he w

as a student. S
he lived at Feri-

sovatska 22 in B
itola. [U

S
H

M
M

 P
hotograph #93274].  C

ourtesy, S
tate A

rchives of M
ace-

donia, courtesy of H
istorical A

rchives, B
itola



T
he history  of the Jew

ish  people began  over 4,000  
years ago. The B

ible tells of a covenant betw
een G

od 
and the Jew

ish P
eople starting w

ith A
braham

, w
ho 

is know
n as the first Jew

.  That covenant w
as renew

ed 
at M

ount S
inai w

ith the Ten C
om

m
andm

ents and is re
new

ed continually as an eternal relationship betw
een 

G
od and the Jew

ish people.

C
entral to Jew

ish history is the experience of slavery of 
the Israelite people in E

gypt.  The m
em

ory of the en-
slavem

ent and of subsequent freedom
 rem

ains at the 
heart of the Jew

s’ understanding of their ethical respon-
sibility to all people. 

The B
ible records the experience of the Jew

ish people 
in the Land of Israel. The R

om
ans conquered Jerusa-

lem
, the capital of Israel, in the year 70C

.E
. and Jew

s    
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Jew!h O"gins and #
 

D
ia$ora

Paula H
irschberg D

reyfuss holds a 
Schultueta, a school cone, filled w

ith 
candies for a first day at school. 
C

redit: Perm
anent C

ollection of H
olo-

caust M
useum

 H
ouston, donated by 

Paula H
irschberg D

reyfuss. 

W
edding photograph of K

a-
trian Verveer and Philip 
K

oekkoer, 1938. C
redit: Perm

a-
nent C

ollection of H
olocaust 

M
useum

 H
ouston, donated by 

C
haja Verveer.



C
onnections to Literature:

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text S

alvaged P
ages edited by A

lexandra Zapruder.

View
 the “Table of C

ontents” for the text.  W
rite a list of 

all of the tow
ns that the diarists w

ere from
, m

aking cer-
tain to include the countries.  U

se the m
ap below

 to lo-
cate all of the countries on the m

ap. 

H
ow

 does this activity relate to the concepts of the 
Jew

ish diaspora?   

7

Studio portrait of the Levy Fam
ily in G

erm
any, 1919. C

redit: Perm
anent C

ollection of H
olocaust M

u-
seum

 H
ouston, donated by Lorraine Berg W

ulfe.

m
igrated throughout the rest of the w

orld (know
n as the 

Jew
ish D

iaspora). Jew
s quickly lived in every corner of 

the E
uropean continent.  They lived in countries from

 
P

ortugal and S
pain to P

oland and R
ussia, from

 G
reece 

and Italy to G
reat B

ritain, France, and G
erm

any. Jew
ish 

life flourished everyw
here, and Jew

s becam
e an integral 

part of the cultural, business and intellectual life of the 
com

m
unities in w

hich they lived.

C
redit: C

IA
 W

orld Factbook

W
orld M

ap



Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles:

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are 

several short pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  

These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are excel-

lent substitutes for the printed book as they have the 
m

ost up to date inform
ation.  

•
“Jew

ish C
om

m
unities of P

re-W
ar G

erm
any”

•
“Jew

ish P
opulation of E

urope in 1933:  P
opulation 

D
ata by C

ountry” 

8



	W
 

hen 
is 

hate 
learned?

In W
orld W

ar II G
erm

any, the 
children’s book D

er G
iftpilz 

or The P
oisonous M

ushroom
 

com
pares Jew

ish people to a 
dangerous, 

deadly 
fungus 

spreading 
throughout 

the 
w

orld:  “Just as a single poi-
sonous m

ushroom
s can kill a 

w
hole 

fam
ily, 

so 
a 

solitary 
Jew

 can destroy a w
hole vil-

lage, a w
hole city, even an 

entire Volk.” Im
agine reading 

a 
book 

that 
taught 

you 
to 

hate your neighbor or your best friend.  H
ow

 w
ould you 

react?  H
ow

 old do you have to be to know
 that not eve-

rything you read is true?   

A 
racist 

G
erm

an 
journalist 

nam
ed W

ilhelm
 M

arr coined 
the 

term
 

“antisem
itism

” 
in 

1879. B
ut antisem

itism
 -- dis-

crim
in

a
tio

n 
a

n
d 

h
a

tre
d 

against Jew
s -- is m

any cen-
turies  older, grow

ing out of 
the practice of anti-Judaism

, 
repression of Jew

s for relig-
ious purposes.  

Jew
s in E

uropean countries 
have alw

ays been a m
inority 

w
hose 

religious 
and/or 

cul-
tural traditions w

ere different 
from

 the m
ajority.  D

epending 
on the tim

es and circum
stances, they prospered and 

found social acceptance, or they experienced persecu-

9
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A
ntisem

itism

G
erm

an children reading D
er G

iftpilz, translated as “The P
oisonous M

ushroom
”, c. 

1938. C
redit: N

urem
berg C

ity A
rchives E

39N
r. N

r. 2381/5 (U
S

H
M

M
 photo # 69561)



tion and isolation.  In periods of social and econom
ic 

stress, it w
as som

etim
es convenient to blam

e Jew
s for 

causing the problem
s.  A

lthough C
hristianity grew

 out 
of Jew

ish teachings (Jesus him
self w

as a practicing 
Je

w
), 

th
e 

C
hurch 

re-
m

ained 
an-

ta
g

o
n

istic 
tow

ard 
the 

Je
w

s, 
b

e-
cause Jew

s 

did 
not 

accept 
C

hristianity. 
Jew

s 
w

ere 
often 

called 
C

hrist-killers,” 
even 

though 
they w

ere not. This accusa-
tion of deicide w

as used to 
create anger and hatred of 
Jew

s.  E
xtrem

e violence against Jew
s w

as com
m

on. 

They w
ere expelled from

 E
ngland in 1290, from

 France 
in 1306, and from

 S
pain in 1492.  In other countries 

Jew
ish people w

ere often shunned as “aliens,” or “out-
siders.”

In eighteenth-century W
estern E

urope, the liberalizing 
trend of the E

nlightenm
ent changed the status of the 

Jew
s. Its ideas about hum

an equality, religious tolera-
tion and civil rights enabled Jew

s to becom
e alm

ost 
equal citizens under the law

.  E
astern E

urope, how
ever, 

lagged far behind the W
est in accepting such view

s.

D
espite these liberal currents, antisem

itism
 continued 

to persist in E
astern and W

estern E
urope.  In the late 

nineteenth and early tw
entieth centuries, anti-Jew

ish ri-

10

A
ntisem

itic political cartoon entitled 
"R

othschild" by the French caricaturist, 
C

. Leandre, 1898. C
redit: U

.S
. H

olo-
caust 

P
oster for antisem

itic film
 com

m
issioned by 

Joseph G
oebbels. C

redit: P
erm

anent C
ol-

lection of H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston.

P
auoo U

ccello’s “M
iracle of the P

rofaned H
ost,” c. 1495-1468 



ots and outbreaks of m
ass violence, know

n as po-
grom

s, erupted in R
ussia and P

oland. This brutality led 
to a flood of em

igration, and great num
bers of Jew

s 
cam

e to the U
nited S

tates and m
ore w

estern parts of 
E

urope. 
 S

om
e historians attribute this m

ovem
ent of 

people to increasing antisem
itic beliefs and practices in 

G
erm

any in the years prior to the H
olocaust.  

O
ver the centuries, antisem

itic actions have taken differ-
ent, but often related, form

s: religious, political, eco-
nom

ic, social and racial. 
 Jew

s have been shunned, 
hated and killed, because m

any prejudiced non-Jew
s 

advanced biased stereotypes. W
ithout this lengthy tradi-

tion of antisem
itism

, the H
olocaust could not have hap-

pened.  

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones.

R
ead the section “O

rigins” in the chapter on the Jew
ish 

H
olocaust.  In the sm

allest font size, this is located at 
approxim

ately location 4445.  S
top at the paragraph 

that begins, “H
itler’s path to pow

er w
as far from

 di-
rect...”  

In this section, the author notes that for Jew
s in E

urope 
there w

ere periods of com
parative peace as w

ell as pe-
riods of repression.  H

ow
 do you think the shifting pe-

riods of acceptance and discrim
ination could have 

affected the decisions of Jew
s facing N

azi antis-
em

itism
?

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles:

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are 

several short pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  

These on-line U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are excel-

lent substitutes for the printed book as they have the 
m

ost up to date inform
ation.

“A
ntisem

itism
”
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C
onnections to A

rt:
The im

age to the right is a D
er S

türm
er editorial car-

toon from
 S

eptem
ber 1934.  The caption translates 

to read, “The Jew
’s sym

bol is a w
orm

, not w
ithout 

reason. H
e seeks to creep up on w

hat he w
ants.”  

W
hat stereotypical depictions does the artist use?  

W
hy is the Jew

 portrayed as a w
orm

? For w
hat audi-

ence w
as this cartoon created? H

ow
 do im

ages af-
fect public perception? W

hat exam
ples of sim

ilar 
stereotyping have you seen in present day m

edia?

“B
rood of Serpents” from

 D
er Stürm

er, 1934. Im
age source: 

http://w
w

w
.calvin.edu/cas/gpa/ used w

ith perm
ission.

12



Chapter 2

O
n January 30, 1933, the N

azis achieved 
executive pow

er in G
erm

any w
hen A

dolf H
itler w

as
nam

ed C
hancellor.  In the m

onths that follow
ed, the 

N
azis secured m

ore pow
er and elim

inated the 
ability of other political parties from

 participating in 
governm

ent.  B
y 1938, the N

azis had created a 
controlled state w

ith the slogan, “O
ne P

eople, O
ne 

N
ation, O

ne Leader.”

S
tate-directed violence against Jew

ish people 
increased in this sam

e tim
e period.  B

eginning w
ith 

legal statutes against Jew
s to the full-scale pogrom

 
know

n as K
ristallnacht, Jew

ish people found 
them

selves in an ever tightening lim
itation on their 

daily lives and ultim
ately on their ability to em

igrate 
to safety.  

N
A

ZI G
E

R
M

A
N

Y      
1933 - 1939

A w
om

an reads a boycott sign posted in the w
indow

 of a Jew
ish-ow

ned departm
ent 

store in B
erlin on A

pril 1, 1933. C
redit: N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistra-
tion, C

ollege P
ark, M

D
. (U

S
H

M
M

 P
hotograph #14337)



In January 1933 the N
azis achieved pow

er in the G
er-

m
an governm

ent w
hen A

dolf H
itler w

as appointed chan-
cellor. 

 A
lm

ost im
m

ediately his party began to m
ake 

changes, notably after a fire occurred in the parliam
ent 

building (know
n as the R

eichstag).  G
erm

any’s constitu-
tion -- know

n as the W
eim

ar constitution -- allow
ed for 

the chancellor to obtain enhanced pow
ers w

hen 
a threat to the security of the governm

ent 
w

as perceived.  Im
plem

enting these pow
-

ers allow
ed H

itler to abolish other po-
litical 

parties 
and 

cre
a

te 
la

w
s 

w
ithout 

the 
le

g
isla

tive 
branch.  This 
w

as 
the 

be-
ginning 

of 
a 

police state.  

In A
pril 1933 the N

azis instituted a boycott of Jew
-

ish businesses.  M
em

bers of the S
A (storm

troop-
ers) stood at entrances to identified businesses 
w

ith signs stating that “G
erm

ans” should not shop

14
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N
a

zi T
e

rro
r B

e
g

in
s

B
ackground Im

age created by M
atthew

 R
em

ington. A
rtifacts, credit: P

erm
anent C

ollection of H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston.

P
hotograph: 1937 R

eich P
arty D

ay C
elebration. C

redit: U
.S

. H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
, courtesy of Julien B

ryan A
rchive (#64438).



at those locations.  This w
as the beginning of the gov-

ernm
ent stating that “Jew

s” could not be “G
erm

ans,” 
and classifying people according to a race-based biol-
ogy.  The boycott w

as not successful as m
any people 

continued to shop w
here they chose to shop.  W

orld-
w

ide coverage of the event led to censure of this type 
of boycott.  The boycott also m

ade clear to the N
azis 

that it w
as difficult to identify w

ho w
as or w

as not Jew
-

ish.  The N
azis took a step back and re-focused to iden-

tify w
ho the governm

ent w
ould define as “Jew

ish.”  

C
ontinuing 

w
ith 

the 
m

ajor 
changes 

that 
the 

N
azis 

w
ished to institute w

ithin G
erm

any, a book burning w
as 

organized in M
ay 1933.  This program

 w
as designed to 

rem
ove 

the 
influences 

of 
“undesirables,” 

including 
Jew

s, from
 universities and schools. 

 This action did 
bring censure from

 around the w
orld, but it w

as also un-
m

istakeable 
that 

the 
N

azis 
intended 

vast 
changes 

w
ithin the country.

In 1935, a new
 set of law

s w
as passed that defined 

w
ho w

as and w
as not G

erm
an; and w

ho w
as and w

as 
not Jew

ish.  These law
s -- know

n as the N
urem

berg 
Law

s -- defined Judaism
 not by a biological m

arker, but 
instead by w

hether one’s grandparents had practiced 
Judaism

 as a religious faith.  The law
s established de-

grees of Jew
ishness from

 full to second degree.   Jew
s 

w
ere no longer considered citizens of G

erm
any, m

ean 
ing they had no civil protections from

 the governm
ent 

and w
ere allow

ed to be treated extrajudicially.  

S
tanding am

idst a large crow
d, A

dolf H
itler gives the N

azi salute during 
a R

eichsparteitag (R
eich P

arty D
ay) rally in the late 1920s.  C

redit, N
a-

tional A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, C
ollege P

ark, M
D

. 
(U

S
H

M
M

 #09648)
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C
lassroom

 A
ctivity: B

erlin M
em

orial E
xercise

U
sing the link above, read som

e of the law
s enacted 

against Jew
ish G

erm
ans in B

erlin betw
een 1933 -- 

1945.  A
s you read them

, consider how
 the legal sys-

tem
 the N

azis established w
as able to bring about the 

m
urder of m

ore than 6 m
illion Jew

s in E
urope.

This activity is based on the B
erlin M

em
orial, a m

onu-
m

ent that w
as installed in B

erlin in 1993. It consists of 
signs placed on lam

pposts throughout a part of B
erlin, 

w
hich before 1933 had a population of 6,000 Jew

s. 
N

early all of them
 w

ere killed during the H
olocaust. O

n 
the back of the signs are posted anti-Jew

ish decrees, 
or, in som

e cases, statem
ents by the victim

s. A
ll date 

from
 the period 1933-1945, the N

azi  years. 

In this activity, 88 of the m
ore than 400 anti-Jew

ish 
law

s decreed for B
erlin are provided.   

C
onnections to A

rt:
In 1937, the N

azis presented an exhibition entitled D
e-

generate A
rt in M

unich, G
erm

any.  The show
 consisted 

of m
odernist w

orks accom
panied by labels that w

ere de-
signed to inflam

e public opinion and derided the w
orks 

as un-G
erm

an and Jew
ish B

olshevism
.  The follow

ing 
gallery contains a few

 w
orks of art that the G

erm
ans 

banned.  W
hy do you think the G

erm
ans banned these 

im
ages?  W

hat is it about these w
orks that you like?  

16

O
tto D

ix, S
treet Fight (1927) D

estroyed

C
redit: ©

 2013 A
rtists R

ights S
ociety (A

R
S

), N
ew

 York/V
G

 B
ild-K

unst, B
onn

R
eproduction, including dow

nloading of the listed w
ork is prohibited by copyright law

s and international 
conventions w

ithout the express w
ritten perm

ission of A
rtists R

ights S
ociety, N

ew
 York.

 “D
egenerate A

rt”



W
hat do you dislike?  Is it ever acceptable for a govern-

m
ent to ban art?  W

hy or w
hy not?

A
rtists condem

ned by the N
azi governm

ent included 
M

ax E
rnst, W

assily K
andinsky, O

tto D
ix, E

m
ile N

olde, 
P

aul K
lee and m

any, m
any others. M

any of these art-
ists w

ere forced into exile, those that stayed w
ere un-

able to teach or create.  W
orks by P

icasso, D
alí, E

rnst, 
K

lee, Léger and M
iró w

ere destroyed in a bonfire on 
the night of July 27, 1942.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text The B

ook Thief by M
arkus Zusak.  R

ead the sec-
tion “The Jesse O

w
ens Incident” that begins near page 

56. 

In this section, the author w
rites about a child im

itating 
Jesse O

w
ens’ trium

ph.  W
hen his father catches him

, 
he attem

pts to teach his son about politics.  The author 
notes that it w

ould be years before R
udy w

ould under-
stand it all. 

B
ased on the law

s you just read, w
hat w

as different 
in 1936 than 1938 or 1942? H

ow
 does this illustrate 

the author’s point? 

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are 

several short pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  

These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are excellent 

substitutes for the printed book as they have the m
ost up 

to date inform
ation.

•
“G

erm
any: E

stablishm
ent of the N

azi D
ictatorship”

•
“N

azi Terror B
egins”

•
“B

oycott of Jew
ish B

usinesses”
•

“N
azi P

ropaganda”
•

“B
ook B

urning” 
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M
any N

azi policies w
ere based on a century-

old 
pseudo-science 

know
n 

as 
eugenics. 

 
 

This 
pseudo-

science w
as based in the con-

cept that hum
an beings w

ere de-
rived 

from
 

different 
sources, 

m
eaning 

there 
w

ere 
different 

races of hum
ans.  E

ach race had 
different capabilities -- and these 
w

ere valued and ranked.  For the 
N

azis, the “best” race w
ere the A

ry-
ans.  O

ther groups fell in order be-
hind this group, from

 N
ordic races 

to A
siatic 

races 
to 

N
egroid 

races 
and, finally, those w

ho w
ere view

ed 
as subhum

an -- the Jew
s.  

The N
azis im

plem
ented policies and 

program
s 

that 
identified 

those 
w

ho 

w
ere view

ed as “hereditarily ill.”  They began 
sterilization program

s to create a society in 
w

hich that “ill” generation w
as the last one.  

E
ventually 

this 
program

 
developed 

into 
one in w

hich the “hereditarily ill” children 
w

ere euthanized and their rem
ains cre-

m
ated.  This program

, know
n as the T-4 

program
 due to the street address for its 

offices, w
as expanded to include adults.  

This system
 w

as the precursor  for the 
exterm

ination 
cam

p 
system

 
im

ple-
m

ented throughout P
oland to m

urder 
Jew

ish people and others.
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A chart of prisoner m
arkings used in G

erm
an concen-

tration cam
ps. D

achau, G
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S
H

M
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O
ther groups w

ere targeted based on the N
azi percep-

tions of race and their beliefs in w
hat a strong society 

w
ould look like.  The N

azis targeted som
e groups as 

“asocials,” view
ing those identified as such as danger-

ous non-conform
ists w

ho could w
eaken the Volk.  

This included those they view
ed as 

“w
ork-shy” or “vagrants.”  

B
ecause 

R
om

a 
and 

S
inti 

groups -- referred com
m

only, 
if 

incorrectly, 
as 

gypsies 
-- 

m
oved often and adhered to 

their ow
n social norm

s, the N
a-

zis view
ed them

 as dangerous.  
Like Jew

ish people, R
om

a w
ere 

view
ed as “racially inferior,” and 

in som
e w

ays their fate resem
-

bled that of N
azi G

erm
any’s Jew

-
ish victim

s.  R
om

a w
ere subjected 

to sterilization, im
prisoned in con-

centration cam
ps and exterm

ination 
cam

ps and m
urdered.  A brief R

om
ani 

H
olocaust C

hronology created by P
ro-

fessor 
Ian H

ancock can be found here. 
 R

om
a refer to the 

H
olocaust as the P

orajm
os (literally, devouring).  

U
nder P

aragraph 175, m
ale hom

osexuality w
as illegal 

under the G
erm

an crim
inal code before the N

azis cam
e 

to pow
er.  U

nder the N
azis, how

ever, new
 levels of per-

secution of this group w
ere reached.  B

elieving that 
m

ale hom
osexuals could not fight for the country, nor 

provide 
A

ryan offspring, this group w
as tar-

geted for im
prisonm

ent in concen-
tration cam

ps.  In these cam
ps, 

hom
osexuals faced hum

iliation, 
hard w

ork (thought to be a 
“cure”) and beatings.  S

om
e of 

those im
prisoned also endured 

m
edical experim

entation.   

 S
till other groups w

ere perse-
cuted for different reasons.  
Jehovah’s W

itnesses w
ere 

targeted as they did not ac-
cept the authority of the N

azi 
state, opposed w

ar and had 
m

any international connec-
tions. Jehovah’s W

itnesses 
w

ere im
prisoned in the concen-

tration cam
p system

, m
arked by the purple trian-

gle.  In som
e cases, if they signed a declaration re-

nouncing their faith they could be released. M
ore than 

2,000 W
itnesses w

ere im
prisoned during the H

olo-
caust; half of them

 died in the cam
ps. 
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T
he facial features of  a young G

erm
an w

om
an are m

easured during a racial 

exam
ination.  C

redit:  N
ational A

rchives and R
ecords A
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inistration, C

ollege 

Park, M
D

. (U
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M
M
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C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the section “The N
azis’ O

ther Victim
s” in 

the chapter on the Jew
ish H

olocaust, w
hich concludes 

that chapter.    

In this section, the author notes that until 1941, the N
a-

zis m
ajor targets w

ere not Jew
s.  W

hat w
ere the rea-

sons each group identified w
as targeted by the N

a-
zis? In w

hat w
ays did the reasons overlap w

ith the 
targeting of Jew

ish people?  

N
ow

 open the text T4:  A N
ovel by A

nn C
lare LeZotte. 

R
ead the prose poem

s from
 “In 1939,” to “P

atients in In-
stitutions.” In the sm

allest font size, this begins at ap-
proxim

ately location 44.  Through these poem
s, the fic-

tional P
aula B

ecker discusses life as a deaf child and 
the changes brought about by the N

azis.  W
hat sur-

prised you m
ost about the T4 program

?

C
onnections to A

rt: Felix N
ussbaum

Felix N
ussbaum

 (11 D
ecem

ber 1904 – 2 A
ugust 1944) 

w
as a G

erm
an-Jew

ish surrealist painter. H
aving fled 

G
erm

any for B
elgium

, N
ussbaum

 w
as captured and 

sent to a detention cam
p in 1940, but m

anaged to es-
cape. In hiding w

ith his w
ife, he continues to paint until 
his arrest on 20 June 1944.  
D

eported to A
uschw

itz, N
uss-

baum
 and his w

ife w
ere m

ur-
dered on 31 July 1944.  H

is 
artw

ork gives a rare glim
pse 

into the traum
a of a life spent 

in hiding, haunting personal 
reflections of the hardships 
and constant fear of discov-
ery.
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Self Portrait (1943)

T
he Refuge (1939)

C
redit for both im

ages: ©
 2013 A

rtists R
ights Society, N

ew
 York.

R
eproduction, including dow

nloading of the listed w
ork is prohibited by copyright law

s and international conventions w
ithout the 

express w
ritten perm

ission of A
rtists R

ights Society, N
ew

 York.



Links to U
SH

M
M

 E
ncyclopedia Articles

In the printed book Tell T
hem W

e Remember, there are several short 
pieces about life before the H

olocaust. T
hese online U

SH
M

M
 ency-

clopedia articles are excellent substitutes for the printed book as they 
have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“Background:  N

urem
berg R

ace Law
s”

•
“V

ictim
s of the N

azi Era:  N
azi R

acial Ideology”
•

“M
osaic of V

ictim
s:  A

n O
verview

”  
•

“Euthanasia Program
” 
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O
n N

ovem
ber 10, 1938, new

spapers 
announced: 

“Jew
s 

A
ttacked 

in 
A

ll 
G

er-
m

any.” 
W

hat 
caused 

that 
front-page 

story?

H
erschel 

G
rynszpan, 

a 
seventeen-

year-old Jew
ish student in P

aris, re-
ceived a desperate letter from

 his par-
ents, P

olish Jew
s, w

ho had been de-
ported from

 G
erm

any and stranded in 
the border tow

n of Zbaszyn. 
 H

e de-
cided to take revenge.  O

n N
ovem

ber 
7, he fatally shot E

rnst Vom
 R

ath, a m
i-

nor 
G

erm
an 

em
-

bassy 
official 

in 
P

aris.  W
hen vom

 
R

ath died, a m
as-

s
iv

e 
p

o
g

ro
m

 
erupted 

during 
the nights of N

o-
v

e
m

b
e

r 
9

-1
0

, 
1938. 

 This anti-
Jew

ish 
violence 

broke out through-
out G

erm
any and 
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K
r
is

ta
lln

a
c
h
t

Left: N
ew

ly arrived prisoners stand for roll call in B
uchenw

ald cam
p, N

ov. 10, 1938. C
redit: U

.S
. H

olo-
caust M

em
orial M

useum
 A

m
erican Joint D

istribution C
om

m
ittee, courtesy of R

obert A
. S

chm
uhl 

(#79914)

M
iddle: G

erm
an civilian line the streets to w

atch a forced m
arch of Jew

ish m
en arrested during K

ristall-
nacht in B

aden-B
aden. C

redit: B
ildarchiv P

reussischer K
utturbesitz (U

S
H

M
M

 #04387)

R
ight: Local R

esidents w
atch the O

ber R
am

stadt synagogue burn during K
ristallnacht. C

redit: U
.S

. H
olo-

caust M
em

orial M
useum

 (#04467)



A
ustria.  A

ustria had becom
e part of the Third R

eich af-
ter its annexation, or A

nschluss, by G
erm

any in M
arch 

1938.  The pogrom
 seem

ed “spontaneous,” but it had 
been planned by the N

azis, w
ith H

itler’s blessing.  U
n-

beknow
nst to its Jew

ish citizens, G
erm

any’s police and 
fire officials had been ordered not to respond, except to 
save 

non-Jew
ish 

property. 
 

W
ithin 

forty-eight 
h

o
u

rs
, 

m
ore 

than 
1

,
0

0
0 

s
y

n
a-

g
o

g
u

e
s 

w
e

r
e 

a
fla

m
e

, 
w

hile G
er-

m
an 

fire 
brigades 
did noth-

in
g 

to 
h

e
lp

.  
S

even 
th

o
u-

s
a

n
d 

Jew
ish businesses w

ere looted w
ithout 

intervention by the G
erm

an police.  Jew
s w

ere beaten, 
and their hom

es w
ere plundered.  M

ore than thirty thou-
sand Jew

ish m
en w

ere arrested and sent to the new
ly 

enlarged concentration cam
ps at D

achau, B
uchenw

ald 
and S

achsenhausen.  

This pogrom
 becam

e know
n as K

ristallnacht -- “C
rystal 

N
ight ” or “N

ight of B
roken G

lass” -- because of the 
shattered glass from

 synagogues and store w
indow

s 
that littered the streets.  Today it is m

ore often referred 
to as the “N

ovem
ber P

ogrom
,” in order to avoid using 

the N
azi term

 K
ristallnacht.  A fine of one billion m

arks 
(equal to one-sixth of the value of all Jew

ish-ow
ned 

property in G
erm

any) w
as im

posed collectively on the 
G

erm
an Jew

s.  E
ven though they had insurance, Jew

s 
received no com

pensation for the dam
age to their prop-

erty.  Instead, G
erm

an insurance com
panies w

ere re-

S
hattered storefront of a Jew

ish-ow
ned shop destroyed during K

ristall-

nacht in B
erlin, G

erm
any, N

ovem
ber 10, 1938. C

redit:  N
ational A

rchives 

and R
ecords A

dm
inistration, C

ollege P
ark, M

D
. (U

S
M

M
 #86838)
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quired to pay dam
age com

pensation to the N
azi S

tate.  
K

ristallnacht show
ed that no Jew

 could expect to live a 
norm

al life under the N
azi dictatorship.  

O
ne form

er m
em

ber of the H
itler Youth later referred to 

this event as “the end of G
erm

an innocence” as the vio-
lence w

as public and throughout the country.  

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text S

alvaged P
ages, edited by A

lexandra Zapruder.

R
ead K

laus Langer’s diary entries for N
ovem

ber 11 -- 
D

ecem
ber 23, 1938. A

s you read, consider how
 the 

events of K
ristallnacht w

ere experienced by this one 
fam

ily and the attem
pts they m

ade to leave G
erm

any. 

To how
 m

any different countries did they try to em
i-

grate? Locate each of these countries on a w
orld m

ap.  

W
hat factors m

ade em
igration difficult?
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C
onnections to A

rt:

W
hite C

rucifixion (1938), M
ark C

hagall

W
hat is happening in the painting? W

hat im
portant 

events has C
hagall depicted?  W

hat w
ould you add to 

the painting? W
hat is the artist rem

inding the view
er 

about Jesus? H
ow

 does this relate to the events of 
K

ristallnacht?

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are several short 

pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  These on-line U

S
H

M
M

 encyclo-
pedia articles are excellent substitutes for the printed book as they have 
the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“E

m
igration and the E

vian C
onference”

•
“K

ristallnacht:  A N
ationw

ide P
ogrom

, N
ovem

ber 9-10, 
1938”
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Chapter 3

B
lam

ing the Jew
s for the w

ar he w
as initiating,

and also pledging their annihilation, H
itler began 

W
orld W

ar II on S
eptem

ber 1, 1939, w
hen N

azi 
G

erm
any invaded P

oland. In the spring of 1940, 
G

erm
any conquered D

enm
ark and N

orw
ay, then 

B
elgium

 and the N
etherlands.  France fell that June.  

A
lthough 

the 
N

azis 
could 

not 
defeat 

E
ngland, 

G
erm

any 
dom

inated 
m

uch 
of 

the 
E

uropean 
continent as it planned to attack the S

oviet U
nion in 

1941.  

These early m
ilitary successes brought m

ore than 
tw

o m
illion additional Jew

s under N
azi control.  A

s 
the w

ar progressed, that num
ber m

ultiplied.  W
hat 

to do w
ith all of the E

uropean Jew
s becam

e an 
increasing problem

 for the N
azis.

W
O

R
LD

 W
A

R
 II   

1939 - 1942

G
erm

an soldiers parade through W
arsaw

 to celebrate the conquest of P
oland. C

redit:  
N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, C
ollege P

ark, M
D

. U
nited S

tates H
olo-

caust M
em

orial M
useum

, courtesy of R
ichard A

. R
uppert. (U

S
H

M
M

 #09866)
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O
n S

eptem
ber 1, 1939, N

azi 
G

erm
any invaded P

oland.  

D
ue 

to 
a 

pre-invasion 
agree-

m
ent w

ith the S
oviet U

nion, the 
N

azis 
w

ere 
able 

to 
sw

iftly 
oc-

cupy the w
estern half of P

oland. 
They im

m
ediately put into place 

the 
policies 

they 
had 

created 
w

ithin their ow
n country. M

any 
Jew

s w
ere identified and forced 

to m
ove into ghettos. The coun-

try w
as partitioned; m

ost of the 
w

estern part of P
oland w

as an-
nexed into N

azi G
erm

any proper. 
Three regions w

ere created from
 

the rem
aining territory: 

W
arthegau, S

ilesia and 
the 

G
eneral 

G
overn-

m
ent. 

   In 1941, N
azi G

erm
any 

and 
its 

A
xis 

partners 
broke 

the 
agreem

ent 
w

ith 
the 

S
oviet 

U
nion 

and invaded the U
S

S
R

. 
This 

led 
to 

the 
com

-
plete occupation of the 
land of P

oland, w
hich 

w
ould 

rem
ain 

into 
ef-

fect until the sum
m

er of 
1944. The N

azis w
ould 

overtake 
the 

B
altic 

states 
and extend their control to the outskirts of M

oscow
.  
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O
ccupation in the E

ast

Polish civilians w
alk by a section of  the w

all that separated the W
arsaw

 ghetto from
 the rest of  the 

city, 1940-41. C
redit: Bildarchiv Preussischer K

ulturbesitz (U
SH

M
M

 #
78390).



A
s the N

azis m
oved further east during this invasion, 

they encountered greater num
bers of Jew

ish people.  
In this situation, few

er ghettos w
ere im

plem
ented; in-

stead m
ass shooting operations w

ere begun.  

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text S

alvaged P
ages edited by A

lexandra Zapruder.

R
ead the diary entries by D

aw
id R

ubinow
icz that exam

-
ine the one year anniversary of the invasion of P

oland 
(read S

eptem
ber 1, 1940 to M

ay 25, 1941). 

In these selections, R
ubinow

icz notes how
 m

uch has 
changed in a short tim

e period (before skipping ahead 
to the follow

ing spring).  H
ow

 did the N
azi policies af-

fect daily life?  H
ow

 w
ere these effects different for 

Polish Jew
s com

pared to G
erm

an Jew
s?   

E
lderly w

om
en carrying young children and bundles of personal belongings 

trudge along a street in the Łódź ghetto tow
ard the assem

bly point for depor-
tations to C

helm
no in 1942.  C

redit:  M
uzeum

 S
ztuki w

 Łódźi. 

(U
S

H
M

M
 #38091)
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticle

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, 

there are several short pieces about life before 
the H

olocaust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclo-

pedia articles are excellent substitutes for the 
printed book as they have the m

ost up to date 
inform

ation.

•
“Invasion of P

oland, Fall 1939”

30



The N
azis established ghettos to physically separate 

Jew
s from

 the other populations in the territory they oc-
cupied.  These ghettos w

ere often established in the 
less developed areas of a tow

n or city. Those w
ho lived 

in those sections w
ere rem

oved to m
ake room

 for Jew
-

ish people.  The space w
as crow

ded w
ith m

any m
ore 

people than w
ho had previously lived there:  over-

crow
ding w

as a hallm
ark for m

any ghettos.  These 
sections of tow

ns had little to know
 sanitation serv-

ices and this -- com
bined w

ith m
assive hunger -- 

led to the death of m
any people w

ho w
ere forced 

to live in the ghettos. M
any H

olocaust scholars 
identify this period of the H

olocaust as a tim
e of 

passive 
m

urder, 
in 

w
hich 

the 
perpetrators 

hoped to destroy the num
bers through a proc-

ess of attrition.  

There 
w

ere 
m

ore 
than 

20,000 
ghettos 

and 
cam

ps throughout E
urope during the N

azi period. 
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G
h

e
t
t
o

s

Left: C
hildren in the K

ovno ghetto, 1941-41. C
redit: U

.S. H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
 (#

81165)

R
ight: C

hild perform
ing forced labor in the K

ovno ghetto. C
redit: U

.S. H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
 (#

81181)



A
lthough crow

ding, hunger and low
 

sanitation existed across all ghet-
tos, there w

ere differences betw
een 

them
. S

om
e ghettos w

ere closed; a 
w

all or fencing w
as placed around 

the ghetto to lim
it the m

ovem
ent of 

Jew
s to / from

 the ghetto. S
om

e ghet-
tos 

w
ere 

m
ore 

open, 
although 

the 
m

ovem
ent of Jew

s w
ould be restricted 

by the requirem
ent of w

earing identify-
ing badges or carrying special papers.  

In m
any ghettos, system

s of forced labor 
w

ere im
plem

ented. This w
as often an at-

tem
pt by the N

azis to secure all value of 
their captives possible before their eventual m

urder. G
hettos 

had a bureaucratic structure in w
hich Jew

ish elders w
ere se-

lected for councils to run the ghetto:  yet, it is m
ost im

portant to 
note that there w

as no self-autonom
y for these councils.  

A
ll pow

er rested w
ith the N

azis and collaborators w
ho controlled 

the territory in w
hich the ghetto w

as located.  Inside m
any ghet-

tos w
ere also system

s of police, education, archival collection 
and organized resistance.  In som

e cases education w
as clan-

destine; in others it w
as an open program

. R
esistance and ar-

chival collection w
ere actions that could bring about death for 

those involved.  

View
 of a street that divided the W

arsaw
 ghetto, 1940. A 

bridge that connected the tw
o parts of the ghetto is visible. 

C
redit:  Interpress, W

arsaw
. (U

S
H

M
M

 #16098). 
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M
ap courtesy of the U
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olocaust M
em
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Jew
s captured during the suppression of the W

ar-

saw
 ghetto uprising, 1943. C

redit: N
ational A

rchives 

and R
ecords A

dm
inistration, C

ollege P
ark, M

D
. In-

stytut P
am

ięci N
arodow

ej P
aństw

ow
e M

uzeum
 

A
uschw

itz-B
irkenau w

 O
św

ięcim
iu (U

S
H

M
M

 

#26543). 



C
onnections to A

rt:

S
am

uel B
ak w

as a child art prodigy in Vilna w
hose child-

hood w
as destroyed once the N

azis invaded his coun-
try. A

s an adult artist m
any of his w

orks reference his 
fam

ily’s tim
e in the Vilna ghetto.  

A
s you exam

ine each of his paintings, w
hat im

-
agery helps you to best understand life in the ghet-
tos? W

hat long-term
 effects do you think Sam

uel 
B

ak has as a result of his childhood experiences re-
lated to the H

olocaust?

33 W
here it E

nds (2001) oil on canvas - 24 x 18”

G
allery 3.1 

S
am

uel B
ak



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text S

alvaged P
ages edited by A

lexandra Zapruder.

S
elect tw

o of the follow
ing diarists to read:  P

etr G
inz / 

E
va G

inzova, Yitskhok R
udashevski, A

nonym
ous G

irl, 
M

iriam
 K

orber, E
lsa B

inder, Ilya G
erber, A

nonym
ous 

B
oy or A

lice E
hrm

ann. It is okay to select tw
o diarists 

from
 the sam

e ghetto. U
se the Table of C

ontents to m
a-

neuver betw
een the diarists.  A

s you read the selec-
tions, consider the com

m
onalities betw

een the diarists 
and the dissim

ilarities betw
een the experiences.

A
s m

entioned, the use of the ghettoes has been seen 
as a passive form

 of m
urder by the N

azis.  W
hat narra-

tives that you read support this view
point?  H

ow
 do 

the tw
o different narratives inform

 your understand-
ing of daily life inside the ghettoes?  

S
ee C

hapter 6 for m
ore connections to life during the 

H
olocaust:  schools, hunger and faith.

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are several short 

pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  These on-line U

S
H

M
M

 encyclo-
pedia articles are excellent substitutes for the printed book as they 
have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“G

hettos”
•

“Types of G
hettos”

•
“W

riters and P
oets in the G

hettos”
•

“Forced Labor:  A
n O

verview
”

34



A
s the N

azis invaded the S
oviet 

U
nion, special squads follow

ed the 
arm

y.  These squads -- know
n as ein-

satzgruppe 
-- 

w
orked 

behind 
the 

scenes to gather Jew
s, contain them

 
in sm

all sections w
ithin a tow

n and 
then lead them

 to new
ly dug m

ass 
graves, 

Jew
ish 

cem
eteries 

or 
ra-

vines, w
hereby the Jew

s w
ould be 

shot.

The process began by separating the 
groups 

by 
gender. 

A
ble-bodied, 

m
ilitary-aged 

m
en 

w
ere 

the 
first 

group to be executed.  Then w
om

en, 
children and the elderly w

ere sent to 
their deaths. 

 The bodies w
ere cov-

ered w
ith lim

e or soil.  Later, som
e of 
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M
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illing S
quads

M
ap courtesy of U

.S. H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
.



these m
ass graves w

ere dug up and the bodies w
ere 

exhum
ed for burning in order to destroy the evidence.

The m
obile killing squads w

ere form
ed from

 reserve po-
lice officers in G

erm
any, m

any of w
hom

 w
ere m

iddle-
aged and had fam

ilies. These “special actions” w
ere un-

dertaken in a system
atic w

ay and m
any reports w

ere 
sent back to B

erlin docum
enting the m

ass executions.  
These reports w

ould be used later in the trials against 
those w

ho engaged in these actions.

S
cholars have com

e to call this tim
e as the “H

olocaust 

by B
ullets,” after the research and book created by Fa-

ther P
atrick D

esbois.  
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticle

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are 

several short pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  

These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are excellent 

substitutes for the printed book as they have the m
ost up 

to date inform
ation.

•
“E

insatzgruppen (M
obile K

illing U
nits)”

Yahad - In U
num

 Interactive M
ap

Yahad - In U
num

 put together an interactive m
ap based on 

the sites of m
ass graves that Father P

atrick D
usbois 

discovered in through his research. U
se this m

ap to look 
at these sites. W

hat does this m
ap tell us about the 

m
ovem

ents of the einsatzgruppen? 

•
Interactive m

ap of the einsatzgruppen

G
erm

an soldiers of the W
affen-S

S
 and the R

eich Labor S
ervice look on as 

a m
em

ber of an E
insatzgruppe prepares to shoot a U

krainian Jew
 kneel-

ing on the edge of a m
ass grave filled w

ith corpses, C
redit:  Library of C

on-
gress D

okum
entationsarchiv des O

esterreichischen W
iderstandes U

.S
. 

H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
 Y

IV
O

 Institute for Jew
ish R

esearch, cour-
tesy of S

haron P
aquette (#64407).



I
n M

ay 1940, G
erm

any invaded W
estern E

urope, at-
tacking through B

elgium
 and Luxem

bourg.  The capital
of France, P

aris, fell to the G
erm

ans in m
id-June. 

W
ith the fall 

of 
P

aris, 
an 

a
g

re
e

m
e

n
t 

w
as reached 

b
y 

w
h

ic
h 

France 
w

as 
partitioned.  
T

h
e 

N
a

zis 
o

c
c

u
p

ie
d 

the northern 
half 

of 
the 

country; 
a 

new
 French 

g
o

v
e

rn
m

e
n

t 

w
as 

established 
in 

the 
southern half of the coun-
try.  

The new
 capital of France 

w
as 

 Vichy. 
 The Vichy 

governm
ent 

enacted 
the 

antisem
itic 

law
s 

by 
the 

spring of 1941.  They also 
c

re
a

te
d 

F
re

n
c

h
-

adm
inistered 

detention 
cam

ps 
at 

places 
like 

G
urs, Le Vernet and R

ive-
saltes.   O

n the outskirts 
of 

P
aris 

w
as 

a 
transit 

ca
m

p
--D

ra
n

cy--th
ro

u
g

h 
w

hich passed tens of thou-
sands of Jew

s as they w
ere deported to exterm

ination 
cam

ps, never to return. 
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A
dolf H

itler and his personal architect, A
lbert S

peer, in P
aris 

shortly after the fall of France. P
aris, France, June 23, 1940. 

C
redit: U

.S
. H

olocaust M
em

orial M
useum

 B
ildarchiv P

reus-
sischer K

ulturbesitz; W
ar &

 C
onflict, N

ational A
rchives 

(#80491).



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text S

alvaged P
ages edited by A

lexandra Zapruder.

S
elect E

lisabeth K
aufm

ann’s diary entries. 

K
aufm

ann w
as a refugee from

 Vienna living in P
aris; 

her fam
ily had fled the terrible antisem

itism
 that fol-

low
ed the unification of A

ustria and G
erm

any.  In her di-
ary, K

aufm
ann notes w

hat life is like as a refugee and 
then describes her flight from

 the N
azi invasion of 

France.  H
ow

 did the French treat foreign refugees, 
like Elizabeth’s fam

ily? M
any question w

hy Jew
ish 

people didn’t try to escape the N
azis -- how

 does 
Elizabeth’s story affect your understanding of this 
issue?   

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticle

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there 

are several short pieces about life before the H
olo-

caust.  These on-line U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles 

are excellent substitutes for the printed book as they 
have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“G

erm
an Invasion of W

estern E
urope, M

ay 1940”

38



Chapter 4

A
fter the invasion of the S

oviet U
nion by the 

N
azis in the sum

m
er of 1941, the N

azis controlled
m

ost of the territory of continental E
urope.  They 

w
ere achieving m

ost of the goals they had set:  
from

 
occupying the key breadbasket and industrial areas 
to being able to im

plem
ent a “Final S

olution” against 
the Jew

ish people. 

The A
llies -- notably the S

oviet U
nion, G

reat B
ritain 

and the U
nited S

tates -- began to w
ork in concert to 

bring about the defeat of N
azi G

erm
any. A

s the 
S

oviet U
nion attacked from

 the east, the U
.S

. and 
G

reat B
ritain attacked first N

orthern A
frica and later 

the E
uropean continent proper.  

O
n M

ay 8, 1945, Victory in E
urope w

as declared by 
the A

llies.

W
O

R
L

D
 W

A
R

 II  
1942 - 1945

D
ie W

oche (The W
eek), an  illustrated w

eekly G
erm

an new
spaper founded in 

1899. This cover is from
 the June 12, 1940 issue. 
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O
n January 20, 1942, a group of high level N

azi 

officials m
et at a villa in W

annsee, a suburb of B
er-

lin.  This conference w
as called by the chief of the 

R
eich S

ecurity M
ain O

ffice, R
einhard H

eydrich, 
w

ho w
as requested to organize a system

atic “Fi-
nal Solution of the Jew

ish Q
uestion” for the 

Jew
s of E

urope.  

The m
urder of Jew

ish people had been an on-
going event at the tim

e of the conference; the goal 
for their total annihilation w

as already established.  
This m

eeting w
as designed to let the other agen-

cies know
 that H

eydrich w
as to coordinate the ef-

forts and to ensure all knew
 of the plan.

P
resent at the m

eeting w
ere representatives of various 

agencies in the N
azi governm

ent:  secretary of state, 
leaders over occupied territories, econom

ic m
inisters 

and party officials.  A
t the m

eeting H
eydrich presented 

that the goal w
as the m

urder of approxim
ately 

11,000,000 E
uropean Jew

s, a total w
hich in-

cluded Jew
ish populations in the U

nited K
ing-

dom
 and other areas not under N

azi control.  
E

uphem
ism

s for this plan w
ere created, includ-

ing “evacuation” or “resettlem
ent” “to the E

ast.”  
A

s som
e agencies brought up issues related to 

the need for forced labor, the ultim
ate  end to 

the m
eeting w

as the plan to m
ove from

 the w
est 

to the east, w
ith the coordination of the plan to 

be firm
ly in H

eydrich’s departm
ent.  

The W
annsee P

rotocol is available in A
ppendix I.
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C
onnections to Literature (P

rim
ary S

ource): 

O
ne copy of the m

inutes of the m
eeting survived the 

w
ar, w

hich is how
 w

e know
 today w

hat occurred at the 
W

annsee C
onference.  H

istorians study this docum
ent 

to identify the system
atic nature of the program

 and to 
recognize the scope of the program

.  

There are m
any W

eb sites that have the translation of 
these m

inutes.  This link w
ill take you to one of them

; 
read the m

inutes to consider several questions: 

1.A
lthough the invasion of the Soviet U

nion had be-
gun and w

as bogged dow
n for the w

inter, w
hat 

evidence is there in this docum
ent that the N

azis 
intended to w

in the w
ar and achieve a “Final Solu-

tion”?  
2.W

hat euphem
ism

s are used to discuss the m
ur-

der of m
illions of Jew

ish people?  
3.W

hy w
ould this have been necessary?
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticle

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are several short 

pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  These on-line U

S
H

M
M

 ency-
clopedia articles are excellent substitutes for the printed book as they 
have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“W

annsee C
onference and the Final S

olution”

A pie chart indicating the populations of E
stonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

by ethnic group, that accom
panied the report of S

S
-B

rigadier G
en-

eral S
tahlecker to the R

eich S
ecurity M

ain O
ffice, B

erlin. C
redit: N

a-
tional A

rchives and R
ecords A

dm
inistration, C

ollege P
ark, M

D
. 

(U
S

H
M

M
 #89046C

).



	T
he N

azi killing process had a logic of its ow
n.  

The 
destruction 

took 
place 

in 
countries 

throughout 
N

azi-occupied E
urope. 

 In the W
est, transit cam

ps 
w

ere 
used 

as 
stations 

from
 

w
hich 

Jew
s 

w
ere 

deported 
to 

ghettos 
and 

other 
cam

ps. 
G

hettos 
in 

P
o-

land held the victim
s w

hile 
plans for the Final S

olution 
developed. 

T
he 

process 
reached its clim

ax in 1942, 
w

ith the developm
ent of kill-

ing centers, or exterm
ination 

cam
ps.  O

nce the killing cen-
ters or exterm

ination cam
ps 

w
ere operational, the victim

s 
w

ere shipped to their killers.  

The R
eichsbahn, or G

erm
an rail-

w
ay netw

ork, played an essential 

part in the killing process.  It delivered the victim
s to the 

killers.  U
nder contracts w

ith the S
S

, the R
eichsbahn’s 

officials organized, and its w
orkers ran, “special trains” 

that w
ere booked by agents to transport Jew

s to the six 
m

ajor N
azi killing centers in P

oland:  C
helm

no, B
elzec, 

S
obibor, M

ajdanek, Treblinka and A
uschw

itz-B
irkenau.  

E
ven 

am
id 

the 
w

ar’s 
dem

ands 
and 

shortages, these trains had high pri-
ority, and transports rarely failed 
to 

reach 
their 

destinations 
as 

scheduled.  

N
o special N

azi budget supported 
the destruction of the E

uropean 
Jew

s. 
 The R

eichsbahn required 
paym

ent; 
it 

w
ould 

not 
transport 

Jew
s for free. 

 The S
S

 paid for 
the 

rail 
transportation 

w
ith 

m
oney 

and 
property 

seized 
from

 the Jew
ish deportees.  A

l-
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though the Jew
s w

ere herded like cattle onto trains, 
w

ith 80 to 100 or m
ore persons packed into a single 

boxcar, they w
ere ticketed as passengers.  B

ut the vol-
um

e of traffic allow
ed the S

S
 to receive special rates.  

Third-class cost four pfennig (pennies) per kilom
eter 

(.62 m
ile). C

hildren under ten w
ent for half fare.  The 

S
S

 w
as not charged for children under age four.  A 50 

percent group rate reduction applied if at least 400 per-
sons w

ere transported.  These tickets w
ere all one-w

ay; 
the death trains returned em

pty.  

The deportation trains that transported Jew
s to killing 

centers carried, on average, 1,000 to 2,000 people.  
The N

azis told the deportees that they w
ould be “reset-

tled in the 
 E

ast.” 
 H

eavily loaded, the trains 
m

oved slow
ly, som

etim
es taking days, and 

even w
eeks, to m

ake the journey.  S
uffo-

cating heat in sum
m

er, freezing cold 
in w

inter, w
ithout w

ater, food or toi-
lets, the cars w

ere stench-filled,       
degrading 

places 
of 

m
isery.  

M
any of the deportees, espe-

cially the elderly and the very 
young, died on the w

ay.  
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Jew
s from

 the W
arsaw

 ghetto board a deportation train w
ith the assis-

tance of Jew
ish police.  C

redit:  Zydow
ski Instytut H

istoryczny im
ienia 

E
m

anuela R
ingelblum

a. (U
S

H
M

M
 #37287).

A
rtifact from

 the P
erm

anent C
ollection of H

ouston H
olocaust M

useum
. 



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad and select the 

text S
alvaged P

ages edited by A
lexandra Zapruder. 

R
ead the diary entries by the A

nonym
ous B

oy that are 
dated July 15, 1944 -- July 17, 1944. 

W
hat does he have to say about the effect of stop-

ping deportations on the people im
prisoned in the 

ghetto? D
oes he believe the deportations have 

stopped perm
anently?

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there 

are several short pieces about life before the H
olo-

caust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles 

are excellent substitutes for the printed book as 
they have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“D

eportations to K
illing C

enters”
•

“G
erm

an R
ailw

ays and the H
olocaust”
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W
hat does it m

ean to resist?  Is it 
arm

ed conflict? 
 M

aking a silent pro-
test?  S

peaking out against policies or 
actions? 

P
raying 

w
hen 

others 
w

ant you to stop?  Is it easy to 
stand up against a large group 
even 

w
hen 

you 
know

 
w

hat 
they are doing is w

rong?  D
ur-

ing the H
olocaust all types of re-

sistance took place -- by Jew
ish 

people and non-Jew
ish people.  

In som
e cases, organized groups 

know
n as partisans engaged in 

arm
ed resistance to the N

azis.  O
f-

ten living in forests or surrounding 
m

ountains, 
these 

groups 
had 

to 
scavenge for w

eapons and faced 

difficult living conditions as the engaged in fire 
fights.  In A

pril-M
ay 1943, a m

ajor uprising oc-
curred in the W

arsaw
 ghetto.  

A
lthough m

ajor fighting w
as 

over in days, it took the 
N

azis m
ore than a 

m
o

n
th 

to 
c

o
m

-
pletely subdue the 

partisan forces.  

M
any 

inhabitants 
of 

ghettos and cam
ps also 

engaged in another form
 

of 
challenging 

oppres-
sion through spiritual re-
sistance.  From

 clandes

46

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 3

Resistance

A
rtifact from

 the P
erm

anent C
ollection of H

ouston H
olocaust M

useum

P
hotograph: Jew

ish R
esistance fighters lie on the rubble after being pulled from

 a 
bunker during the W

arsaw
 G

hetto uprising.  C
redit: N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords 
A

dm
inistration C

ollege P
ark, M

D
, Instytut P

am
ieçi N

arodow
ej (U

S
H

M
M

 #26454)



tine teaching of children to observance of Jew
ish holi-

days and faith to creating artw
ork, theater pieces and 

w
ritings, m

any exam
ples of survival through spirit have 

been recorded.

N
on-Jew

ish resistance also occurred w
ithin N

azi G
er-

m
an. O

ne exam
ple is a sm

all group that form
ed in M

u-
nich -- the W

hite R
ose S

ociety -- and published leaflets 

to m
ake their fellow

 citizens aw
are of the atrocities be-

ing com
m

itted.  The leaders of this group -- students 
and siblings H

ans and S
ophie S

choll -- w
ere arrested in 

1943 and executed.

U
nderground m

ovem
ents w

ere created in various N
azi-

occupied lands. This included the Free French w
ho en-

gaged on open resistance and based them
selves in 

London. A
lso included in this group w

ere guerrilla fight-
ers in the S

oviet U
nion and other countries. In som

e 
cases, these underground netw

orks helped Jew
ish peo-

ple find shelter and seek refuge out of E
urope.  

S
om

e people have criticized the victim
s of the H

olo-
caust as not having done enough to fight against the 
N

azis.  The am
azing aspect of resistance isn’t how

 little 
there w

as, but how
 m

uch there w
as.  There w

ere m
any 

obstacles to resistance, from
 the superior arm

ed pow
er 

of the G
erm

ans to threats of death if caught or caught 
helping Jew

s.  
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M
em

bers of the Jew
ish resistance captured by S

S
 troops during the 

suppression of the W
arsaw

 ghetto uprising. The original G
erm

an cap-

tion reads: "These bandits offered arm
ed resistance”. C

redit:  N
ational 

A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, C
ollege P

ark Instytut P
am

ieçi 

N
arodow

ej (U
S

H
M

M
 #26544)



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application.  S
elect the text S

alvaged 
P

ages edited by A
lexandra Zapruder.

R
ead the diary entries by Yitskhok R

udashevski that 
are dated February 27, 1943 -- M

arch 14, 1943. 

H
ow

 are Yitskhok and his ‘club’ resisting the N
azi’s 

destruction of their culture? W
hat does this tell us 

about w
hat is or is not considered “resistance”? 

O
pen the K

indle application.  S
elect the text The W

his-
pering Tow

n  by Jennifer E
lvgren. R

ead the entire book, 
paying attention to the illustrations.

H
ow

 are A
nett and her fam

ily resisting? W
hat does 

this tell us about non-Jew
ish resistance and the 

risks involved w
ith helping Jew

s? 

C
onnections to A

rt: 
M

agneto: Testam
ent 

by G
reg P

ak and C
arm

ine D
i G

iandom
enico

A historically accurate depiction of life under the Third 
R

eich transform
s the origin story of the X

-m
en’s M

ag-
neto into essential reading.  S

tarting in 1935, the story 
follow

s young M
ax E

isenhardt’s story through rising an-
tisem

itism
, survival in A

uschw
itz as a Sonderkom

-
m

ando and his escape during the revolt of 1944.   S
u-

perpow
ers are not the point here. This is a story about 

choices, survival and perseverance in the face of an in-
com

prehensible evil.
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there 

are several short pieces about life before the H
olo-

caust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles 

are excellent substitutes for the printed book as 
they have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“S

piritual R
esistance in the G

hettos”
•

“N
on-Jew

ish R
esistance”

•
“The W

arsaw
 G

hetto U
prising”

•
“Jew

ish U
prisings in G

hettos and C
am

ps, 
1941-1944”

•
“Jew

ish R
esistance”
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W
hile rescue did occur in alm

ost every country under 
N

azi occupation, m
ost historians estim

ate that few
er 

than 1%
 of people m

ade the choice to help save others 
from

 im
pending m

urder.

M
aking the choice to rescue w

as not an easy one.  The 
N

azis practiced a policy of collective responsibility 
and, in the E

ast, threatened death to those caught help-
ing Jew

s.  B
ut people did m

ake this choice -- w
hether it 

w
as a one tim

e action of allow
ing a person to have shel-

ter for the night w
hile he or she w

as fleeing to providing 
long term

 hiding space in attics, basem
ents or barns.

O
ne of the m

ost significant rescue operations of the w
ar 

occurred in D
enm

ark.  In this country, the D
anish peo-

ple sought to help their fellow
 citizens.  In early O

ctober 
1943, fisherm

en hid Jew
s in their boats and ferried 

them
 to safety in neutral S

w
eden.  N

early all of the 
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Letter from
 A

lbert E
instein to D

r. K
ram

on, recognizing the w
ork he had done to support Jew

ish 
people in 1939. A

rtifact from
 the P

erm
anent C

ollection of H
ouston H

olocaust M
useum

.



Jew
ish people in D

enm
ark w

ere thus saved.  

For nearly four years, the residents of the French vil-
lage, Le C

ham
bon-sur-Lignon, and those w

ho lived in 
its 

surrounding 
plateau 

rescued 
several 

thousand 
people, 

including 
Jew

s. This area w
as heavily 

populated 
by 

French 
H

ugue-
nots, 

P
rotestants 

w
ho 

had 
faced several centuries of per-
secution 

in 
predom

inantly 
C

atholic France. 
 The rescue 

effort in this area included pro-
viding hiding places, food, cloth-
ing 

and 
docum

ents 
(including 

false docum
ents) that perm

itted 
travel to safer havens.  

O
ne of the m

ost fam
ous exam

-
ples of rescue involved a list -- 
S

chindler’s list. 
 This G

erm
an 

businessm
an 

at 
first 

w
anted 

to 
use 

his 
connections 

w
ithin 

the 
N

azi party for personal gain.  A
s he ca

m
e 

to 
u

n
d

e
r-

stand w
hat w

as happening to the Jew
ish people, he 

w
orked w

ith several Jew
ish leaders to com

pile a list of 
w

orkers and m
oved those w

orkers to his ow
n plant.  

This list led to m
ore than 1,000 people being saved.  

Today, individuals w
ho helped to rescue Jew

s are identi-
fied by Yad Vashem

, the H
olocaust m

useum
 in Israel, 

as 
“R

ighteous 
G

entiles.”  
M

ore 
than 

25,000 
have 

been recognized w
ith this 

honor.
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P
olish rescuer S

tefania P
odgorska B

urzm
inski (front row

, center) poses in 

1947 w
ith Jew

s she rescued during the G
erm

an occupation of P
oland. C

redit:  

R
escuers: P

ortraits of M
oral C

ourage in the H
olocaust. (U

S
H

M
M

 #01743).



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text I W

ill C
om

e B
ack For You:  A Fam

ily in H
iding dur-

ing W
orld W

ar II by M
arisabina R

usso. R
ead the entire 

book, paying attention to the illustrations.  

This text exam
ines the issues of rescue for an entire 

fam
ily in N

azi-occupied Italy.  W
hat choices did each 

parent have to m
ake?  H

ow
 did these choices affect 

the children? W
hat decisions did those w

ho helped 
to rescue the m

other and children have to m
ake in 

order to be successful?    

N
ow

 select the text G
enocide:  A C

om
prehensive Intro-

duction by A
dam

 Jones. R
ead the section “The A

llies 
and the C

hurches:  C
ould the Jew

s H
ave B

een 
S

aved?” in the chapter titled The Jew
ish H

olocaust. 

W
hat issues regarding rescue does this section 

raise?  

N
ow

 select the text N
um

ber the S
tars by Lois Low

ry. 
D

enm
ark w

as quite unique in its efforts to rescue Jew
-

ish people. 

W
hat lessons do you think e can learn from

 A
nne-

m
arie?

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there are 

several short pieces about life before the H
olocaust.  

These on-line U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are excel-

lent substitutes for the printed book as they have the 
m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“R

escue”
•

“W
ar R

efugee B
oard”
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B
y the tim

e the trains finally arrived at their destinations 
and the doors of the cattle cars w

ere opened, the surviv-
in

g 
victim

s 
w

e
re 

e
x-

hausted and disoriented.  
S

S
 

m
en 

w
ielding 

w
hips 

shouted 
at 

them
 

to 
get 

out of the cars.  The air 
w

as foul w
ith the odor of 

burning flesh, and sm
oke 

spew
ed 

from
 

the 
chim

-
neys of the crem

atorium
s.  

A 
concentration 

cam
p 

w
as 

prim
arily 

a 
labor 

cam
p 

or 
transit 

center, 
and 

prisoners 
w

ho 
per-

ished in these cam
ps did so due to starvation, brutality, 

lack of sanitation and lack of proper m
edical care.  In 

contrast, an exterm
ina-

tion cam
p (also called 

death 
cam

p 
or 

killing 
center) w

as built exclu-
sively for the killing of 
Jew

s 
and 

other 
tar-

geted groups. 
 These 

six 
cam

ps 
w

ere 
Treb-

linka, 
S

obibor, 
B

elzec, 
C

helm
no, 

A
uschw

itz-
B

irk
e

n
a

u 
a

n
d 

M
ajdanek.

In m
ost killing centers, 
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Tw
o crem

atoria in B
uchenw

ald, post liberation. C
redit: N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, C
ollege 

P
ark, M

D
. M

axine I R
ude (U

S
H

M
M

 #80253).

“I herew
ith com

m
ission you to carry out all preparations w

ith regard to...a total solution of the Jew
ish question in those

territories of E
urope w

hich are under G
erm

an influence...I furtherm
ore charge you to subm

it to m
e as soon as possible a 

draft show
ing the...m

easures already taken for the execution of the intended final solution of the Jew
ish question.” 

-- H
erm

ann G
öring (31 July 1941)

from
 W

illiam
 L. S

hirer, The R
ise and Fall of the Third R

eich (N
ew

 York: S
im

on &
 S

chuster, 1960), p. 964.



such as Treblinka, entire transports of Jew
ish people 

w
ere sent directly to the gas cham

bers. A
t A

uschw
itz, 

w
hich w

as a labor cam
p as w

ell as a kill-
ing center, there w

as a selection 
p

ro
c

e
d

u
re

. 
M

e
n 

a
n

d 
w

om
en 

w
ere 

separated.  
Young 

children 
rem

ained 
w

ith their m
others. A doctor, 

such as the infam
ous Josef 

M
engele, sent to the one side 

those deem
ed fit for w

ork. The 
elderly and sick, and w

om
en 

w
ith children, w

ere often sent 
to a different side. 

Taken by S
S

 guards and inm
ate crew

s to B
irkenau’s 

gas cham
bers, they w

ere never seen again.  
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Zyklon B
 can. C

redit: P
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anent C
ol-
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 H

ouston

Interactive M
ap of C

oncentration and 
K

illing C
enters

C
lick on cam

p location for m
ore inform

ation.

Interior view
 of a gas cham

ber at M
ajdanek, 1944 (post-liberation). C

redit: P
anstw

ow
e M

uzeum
 na M

ajdanku (U
S

H
M
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 #28512)



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application and select the text S
al-

vaged P
ages edited by A

lexandra Zapruder. 

U
sing the Table of C

ontents select E
va G

inzova’s diary 
and read her entries on A

pril 23, 1945 and M
ay 14, 

1945. 

W
hat did those living in the Terezin G

hetto learn 
about the killing centers? H

ow
 did they learn them

? 
in spite of hearing that new

s, w
hat does Eva hope 

for her brother Petr?

Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, there 

are several short pieces about the H
olocaust.  

These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia articles are ex-

cellent substitutes for the printed book as they 
have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“K

illing C
enters:  A

n O
verview

”
•

“A
uschw

itz”
•

“C
lassification S

ystem
 in N

azi C
oncentration 

C
am

ps”
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C
onnections to A

rt:
D

avid O
lére (1902 -- 1985) w

as a P
olish-born French 

painter and sculptor best know
n for his explicit draw

-
ings and paintings based on his experiences as a Jew

-
ish Sonderkom

m
ando inm

ate at A
uschw

itz-B
irkenau 

during the H
olocaust. 

A
s you view

 these w
orks, consider how

 the artist ex-
pressed the experiences of w

orking w
ithin the gas 

cham
bers. 

N
ew

 D
etainees

1945

C
redit: D

avid O
lère, C

at. N
o. 2688, A

rt C
ollection, G

hetto Fighters’ H
ouse 

M
useum

, Israel

G
allery 4.1 

D
avid O

lère
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	O
n M

ay 8, 1945, crow
ds from

 around the
w

orld celebrated the G
erm

an Third R
eich’s uncon-

ditional surrender as V-E
 (Victory in E

urope) D
ay 

m
arked the end of the tw

elve years of N
azi op-

pression. Liberation of the N
azi cam

ps had begun 
ten m

onths earlier, on July 23, 1944, w
hen S

oviet 
troops reached M

ajdanek, an exterm
ination cam

p 
left alm

ost intact, near the P
olish city of Lublin.  

There they found gas cham
bers, crem

atorium
s, 

and 700 rem
aining prisoners. A

s the S
oviet arm

y 
continued to push the retreating N

azis w
est, it 

also found B
elzec, Treblinka and S

obibor. O
n 

January 27, 1945, the S
oviets reached A

usch-
w

itz. 

The S
oviet arm

y w
ent on to liberate cam

ps such 
as S

achsenhausen (outside B
erlin), R

avensbrück 
(outside B

erlin) and S
tutthof (in G

dansk). M
ean-

w
hile, A

llied troops advanced into G
erm

any from
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A group of form
er prisoners at the E

bensee concentration cam
p pose one day 

after their liberation. C
redit: N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, C
ol-

lege P
ark, M

D
. Tim

e/Life S
yndication, U

.S
. H

olocaust M
em
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useum

, cour-
tesy of B

ud Tullin (#66297)



the w
est and liberated other cam

ps in the huge N
azi 

netw
ork. O

n A
pril 4, 1945, O

hrdruf becam
e the first 

cam
p liberated by A

m
ericans.  A

m
erican troops arrived 

at B
uchenw

ald (outside W
eim

ar, G
erm

any) on A
pril 11, 

1945. O
n A

pril 15, the B
ritish reach B

ergen-B
elsen (out-

side H
anover, G

erm
any), w

here A
nne Frank had died in 

early M
arch of that sam

e year. They found approxi-
m

ately 55,000 starved and ill prisoners of w
hom

 m
ore 

than 13,000 died of illness, w
eakness, starvation and/or 

disease in the days and w
eeks that follow

ed.  

A
m

erican forces liberated m
ore than 30,000 prisoners 

at D
achau (outside M

unich, G
erm

any) on A
pril 29 and 

reached M
authausen, an especially harsh cam

p in A
us-

tria, on M
ay 5. 

It is im
possible to state exactly how

 m
any Jew

ish survi-
vors w

ere liberated from
 the N

azi cam
ps.  O

f the nearly 
715,000 

persons 
of 

diverse 
nationalities 

w
ho 

w
ere 

cam
p prisoners in early 1945, at least one-third -- about 

238,000 -- died that spring from
 epidem

ics and the ef-
fects of starvation and brutal treatm

ent.  Jew
s probably 

num
bered no m

ore than 20 percent of the cam
ps’ popu-

lation in A
pril and M

ay 1945.  A
t liberation, 75,000 to 

100,000 Jew
s, at m

ost, w
ere alive inside the cam

ps.  
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m
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redit: U
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, courtesy of C

ol. P. R
ichard S

eibel, E
va W

echsler, and 

P
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, 

there are several short pieces about life before 
the H

olocaust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclo-

pedia articles are excellent substitutes for the 
printed book as they have the m

ost up to date 
inform

ation.

•
“D

eath M
arches”

•
“Liberation of N

azi C
am

ps”
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Chapter 5

N
azi G

erm
any w

as defeated in 1945.  B
ut for

those w
ho had survived the H

olocaust, life w
as 

anything but certain.  Q
uestions about w

hat had 
happened to their fam

ily, if it w
as safe to return 

hom
e, w

here to live in a continent destroyed by 
w

ar and how
 to heal from

 the physical and 
em

otional dam
age all consum

ed their early post-
H

olocaust lives.  
The A

llies -- as w
ell as nations that had been 

occupied by N
azi G

erm
any -- held trials to seek 

justice and create the precedence that this should 
“N

ever A
gain” occur. 

In the decades follow
ing the H

olocaust, som
e 

survivors w
rote about their experiences.  O

thers 
rem

ained silent.  S
om

e recorded their testim
ony.  

M
any w

orked to create m
em

orial sites and 
m

useum
s so that this history never be forgotten.  

A
F

T
E

R
 T

H
E

 
H

O
L

O
C

A
U

S
T

View
 of the defendants dock of the International M

ilitary Tribunal trial of w
ar crim

inals at 
N

urem
berg. C

redit: U
.S

. H
olocaust M

em
orial M

useum
 courtesy of John W

. M
osenthal 

(#16777).



 A
fter the w

ar, survivors had few
 options of w

here to 
go and feel safe.  Im

m
igration to P

alestine w
as lim

ited 
by B

ritish policy (Israel w
as not created in 1948).  R

e-
turning hom

e to face neighbors w
ho m

ay had turned 
you in to the N

azis or stolen your property w
as not an 

optim
al choice.  To house the m

any now
 stateless indi-

viduals w
ho survived the H

olocaust, the A
llies created 

D
isplaced P

ersons cam
ps.  These cam

ps existed 
through 1952 and w

ere adm
inistered through the 

U
nited N

ations R
elief and R

ehabilitation A
dm

inistration 
(U

N
R

R
A

).  

D
aily life in these cam

ps w
as difficult at tim

es.  The 
search for fam

ily m
em

bers w
ho m

ay have survived w
as 

assisted by U
N

R
R

A
.  N

ew
 fam

ilies w
ere form

ed.  
S

chools w
ere established and a vibrant cultural life w

as 
established.  U

ltim
ately, m

any sought to em
igrate to the 

U
nited S

tates or other nations and, later, Israel.  
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Jew
ish children arrive in Frankfurt by truck from

 D
P cam

ps all over the A
m

erican Zone 
of G

erm
any. C

redit:  N
ational A

rchives and R
ecords A

dm
inistration, C

ollege P
ark, M

D
 

(#04235)
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, 

there are several short pieces about life before 
the H

olocaust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclope-

dia articles are excellent substitutes for the 
printed book as they have the m

ost up to date in-
form

ation.

•
“D

isplaced P
ersons”



A
s w

ord about the atrocities the N
azis w

ere 
com

m
itting w

as being filtered back to the A
llies, there 

w
as a call to bring those perpetrators to justice.   O

ne 
of the m

ajor form
s of justice w

as the International M
ili-

tary Tribunal (IM
T), w

hich occurred in N
urem

berg, G
er-

m
any and are often referred to as the “N

urem
berg Tri-

als.”   

The A
llied pow

ers form
ed a court system

 w
ith judges 

from
 each country (G

reat B
ritain, France, the S

oviet U
n-

ion and the U
nited S

tates).  Tw
enty-tw

o m
ajor N

azi lead-
ers w

ere placed on trial.  M
ost of the defendants adm

it-
ted to the crim

es of w
hich they w

ere accused, although 
they claim

ed they w
eren’t responsible due to the orders 

they had been given. Tw
elve of the defendants w

ere 
sentenced to death; three w

ere sentenced to life im
pris-

onm
ent.  Three defendants w

ere acquitted.  
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Flanked by tw
o m

ilitary policem
en, H

erm
ann G

öring testifies at the International M
ilitary 

Tribunal trial of w
ar crim

inals at N
urem

berg on 8 M
arch 1946.  C

redit: U
.S

. H
olocaust m

e-
m

orial M
useum

, courtesy of G
erald (G

erd) S
chw

ab (#96334)



S
eparate trials w

ere also held w
ithin the nations that 

had been occupied by N
azi G

erm
any. D

espite these dif-
ferent court system

s, m
any w

ar crim
inals w

ere not 
brought to trial or punished.  The w

ork to bring N
azi w

ar 
crim

inals to justice w
as affected by the beginnings of 

the C
old W

ar betw
een the U

S
 and the U

S
S

R
. Yet, there 

have been som
e w

ho have sought to bring w
ar crim

i-
nals to justice.  The efforts of people like S

im
on W

iesen-
thal, fam

ed N
azi H

unter, and a special office of the U
.S

. 
D

epartm
ent of Justice have w

orked to ensure that peo-
ple are held accountable.

O
ne of the m

ost fam
ous 

post-H
olocaust trials w

as 
that of A

dolf E
ichm

ann, 
w

ho w
as captured and 

tried in Israel; he w
as 

found guilty and executed 
in 1962.  

The search for justice con-
tinues to this day around the 
w

orld.
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, 

there are several short pieces about life before the 
H

olocaust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclopedia ar-

ticles are excellent substitutes for the printed book 
as they have the m

ost up to date inform
ation.

•
“W

ar C
rim

es Trials”
•

“International M
ilitary Tribunal at N

urem
berg”

A
m

erican m
ilitary law

yers search files for evidence to be presented at 

the w
ar crim

es trials.  C
redit:  N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistra-

tion, C
ollege P

ark, M
D

 (#08611)



C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad2.  S

elect 
the text A

rt from
 the A

shes edited by Law
rence 

Langer.

R
ead the first piece in the selection “Voices” by 

C
harlotte D

elbo. S
top at the second selection 

w
hich begins, “S

he says: “O
ne doesn’t die from

 
grief.”  

In this section, the D
elbo describes survival of the 

H
olocaust as shedding skin and as the build up of 

skin.  H
ow

 does her description of how
 life has 

changed -- from
 how

 she view
s herself to the 

dual m
eaning of w

ords -- affect one’s under-
standing of survival?
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H
ouston area survivor N

aom
i W

arren m
eets then-H

ouston R
ocket Yao M

ing.  
C

redit:  E
ducation C

ollection of H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston.  



B
orn: Szyfra Fiszbaum

 Lublin, Poland 
M

ay 15, 1926
P

arents:
Yitzchak H

ersz Fiszbaum
, d. B

elzyce, P
oland 

S
ym

a Fiszbaum
, d. B

elzyce, P
oland

S
iblings:

Velvel, d. M
ajdanek 

M
oshe, d. M

ajdanek

K
ayla, d. D

orohucza, 1943

Stefi A
ltm

an, the third of four children, rem
em

bers a 
carefree childhood in a w

arm
 and loving fam

ily in 
Lublin, P

oland. S
he w

as just thirteen years old w
hen 

G
erm

any overran P
oland in S

eptem
ber 1939. S

oon af-
ter, S

tefi’s tw
o older brothers w

ere arrested and sent to 
a labor cam

p, and N
azi soldiers brutally beat her father 

and drove the fam
ily from

 their house. They fled to 
S

tefi’s grandfather’s farm
, taking shelter in the barn.

The fam
ily rem

ained together until 1940, w
hen S

tefi 
w

as sent to the labor cam
p of Jastkov. From

 tim
e to 

tim
e, she w

as perm
itted to go see her parents and her 

sister, K
ayla. The brief visits gave her the strength and 

courage to go on, but they w
ere not to last. O

ne day, 
she returned to the barn only to find it em

pty. H
er fam

ily 
had been sent to a ghetto. S

tefi decided not to return to 

66

�

h.
O�M

ATTER�HOW
�OLD�)�AM

�OR�W
HAT�)�W

ENT�THROUGH��THE�SHADOW
S�OF��

M
Y�FAM

ILY�ARE�ALW
AYS�W

ITH�M
E�AND�REM

AIN�IN�M
Y�HEART�v��



the labor cam
p, but “freedom

” turned out sim
ply to be a 

different kind of hell. S
he spent w

eeks hiding outside in 
fields, terrified of N

azis and local inform
ers, and 

haunted by m
em

ories of those w
ho had already been 

m
urdered. Freezing cold and starving, she sneaked 

back into Jastkov. Later she w
as sent to Treblinka and 

M
ajdanek. In retrospect, both seem

ed benign com
-

pared to her next stop: the cam
p of D

orohucza. A
l-

though D
orohucza had neither the gas cham

bers nor 
the crem

atoria of the other cam
ps, death alw

ays hov-
ered nearby. Like S

tefi, m
any of the inm

ates w
ere only 

half alive by the tim
e they got there. W

eak and deathly 
ill, m

any suffered from
 injuries and illnesses from

 w
hich 

they w
ould never recover.

A
t the end of 1943, S

tefi discovered that her sister, 
K

ayla, had also been sent to D
orohucza. B

ut relief 
soon turned to horror: K

ayla w
as so brutally m

urdered 
that m

ore than six decades later, S
tefi is still unable to 

talk about her sister’s death. S
tefi m

anaged, against all 
odds, to escape from

 D
orohucza. H

ad she stayed be-
hind, she doubtless w

ould have been m
urdered: soon 

after she fled, 20,000 inm
ates of D

orohucza and tw
o 

neighboring cam
ps w

ere shot to death by the G
erm

ans 
in one of the deadliest single m

assacres of the H
olo-

caust. For the rem
ainder of the w

ar, S
tefi hid in a coffin-

like space underneath a barn that belonged to a sym
pa-

thetic P
olish farm

er. A
fter she w

as liberated by the S
ovi-

ets, she learned that her entire fam
ily had been m

ur-
dered.

S
tefi m

et and m
arried H

ershel A
ltm

an, also a survivor, 
in P

oland in 1946. The follow
ing year, their son M

oses 
D

avid (M
ickey) w

as born. In 1949, the fam
ily arrived in 

H
ouston, w

here their relatives, S
am

 and S
arah 

B
rounes, helped them

 to rebuild their lives. “For som
e-

body w
ith nobody, it w

as such kindness,” reflects S
tefi. 

“To m
e it w

as a beautiful thing that I belonged to a fam
-

ily.” H
ershel died suddenly in 1963. That year, S

tefi and 
M

ickey m
et Julie and B

en R
ogers and their daughter 

R
egina and “becam

e a part of their fam
ily.” A

lthough 
the R

ogers provided m
uch love and support to S

tefi as 
she grieved for H

ershel, she still regrets that he did not 
live to see M

ickey graduate from
 high school, college, 

and law
 school, or to m

eet his tw
o grandchildren, w

hom
 

S
tefi calls her “golden boy” and her “perfect little girl.” 

They bring S
tefi m

uch joy, but she is still haunted by 
her past, speaking often about her experiences during 
the H

olocaust. “I hope the w
orld w

ill rem
em

ber w
hat I 

cannot forget,” she says.
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B
orn: W

ladyslaw
 K

asrylew
icz

Łódź, Poland 
A

ugust 17, 1929
P

arents:
C

haim
 K

asrylew
icz, d. W

els, A
ustria, 1945 

E
velyn R

osencrantz K
asrylew

icz, survived

S
iblings:

 
R

ysia, d. Łódź, 1941

G
row

ing up in Łódź, P
oland, W

alter K
ase, the first 

child of living and w
ell-to-do parents, w

as not bothered 
by antisem

itism
. “I alw

ays had boys, Jew
ish and non-

Jew
ish, playing soccer and volleyball [w

ith m
e].  i didn’t 

know
 of any discrim

ination at the tim
e.” 

W
hen G

erm
any invaded P

oland in S
eptem

ber 1939, 
W

alter’s fam
ily assum

ed the w
ar w

ould be a tem
porary 

“inconvenience.” B
ut it soon becam

e clear that their 
lives w

ould never be the sam
e again.  A

t the end of 
1940, W

alter, his parents, and his younger sister, R
ysia, 

w
ere heded in a Jew

ish ghetto. O
ne day in 1941, the 

ghetto residents w
ere told to gather in the city square.  

There, in front of her fam
ily, R

ysia w
as lined up w

ith 
other young children and shot to death. Tw

elve-year-old 
W

alter w
as sent w

ith his father to the labor cam
p of P

i-
onki, later to A

uschw
itz and S

osnow
iec, and finally to 

M
authausen and tw

o of its sub-cam
ps.  P

ublic hang-
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ings and w
anton brutality terrified W

alter, lice and hun-
ger plagued, and forced labor exhausted him

, but one 
of the m

ost painful things W
alter faced w

as the realiza-
tion that his father w

as fallible. “I thought m
y father w

as 
indestructible, that he w

as S
uperm

an [but] things got so 
bad...that I w

as he support of m
y father, yet I w

as 12 
years old, and the that I believed in so strong w

as fal-
ling apart on m

e.” 

In 1945, W
alter and his father w

ere m
arched to G

un-
skirchen, a subcam

p of M
authausen. B

y then, he says, 
the N

azis w
ere no longer bothering to m

urder the in-
m

ates -- they w
ere sim

ply letting the starving, ill, and 
filthy prisoners die on their ow

n. W
hen they w

ere finally 
liberated by the 71st Infanty D

ivision of the U
.S

. A
rm

y 
in M

ay 1945, W
alter’s father hovered near death. Taken 

to a hospital to recuperate, W
alter regained his 

strength, but his father succum
bed a m

onth later. A
t 

fourteen, W
alter found him

self utterly alone. 

W
alter m

ade his w
ay back to P

oland, w
here he w

as re-
united w

ith his m
other. Together, they left for G

erm
any 

and lived in a cam
p for displaced persons. In 1947, W

al-
ter cam

e to the U
.S

. w
ith a group of w

ar orphans, set-
tling in K

ansas C
ity, M

issouri.  There, he finished his 
schooling, started a career in sales, and m

arried Lila 
G

reenstein.  Tw
o m

onths after his w
edding, W

alter w
as 

drafted and served proudly during the K
orean W

ar. H
e 

and his w
ife have tw

o children, K
enny and R

ysia, nam
e 

in m
em

ory of W
alter’s sister. W

alter w
as able to bring 

his m
other to the U

.S
., w

here she settled in W
ashing-

ton, D
.C

.

D
ivorced from

 Lila in 1975, W
alter m

arried C
hris O

sh-
m

an the follow
ing year.  The couple currently lives in 

H
ouston, w

here W
alter established a successful im

port 
business.  For m

any years he rem
ained active in Jew

-
ish causes, sitting on the boards of the A

nti-D
efam

ation 
League and H

olocaust M
useum

 H
ouston. A gifted 

speaker, W
alter has given m

ore than one thousand 
talks about the H

olocaust, and w
as particularly gratified 

w
hen a student told him

 that he believed W
alter sur-

vived so he could “connect” to others by discussing his 
experiences. The A

nti-D
efam

ation League established 
a Teachers’ Aw

ard in W
alter’s nam

e, and he w
as the 

first recipient of the S
t. A

ugustine Aw
ard from

 S
t. Tho-

m
as U

niversity in recognition of his life-changing im
pact 

on others. 
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B
orn: Edith Finkelstein

K
aunas (K

ovno), Lithuania 
M

ay 14, 1937
P

arents:
Louis Finkelstein, survived
S

onia K
riw

aviak Finkelstein, survived
S

iblings:
 

R
obert (b. 1945)

“M
y m

other said in 1937 that anyone w
ho had all their fa-

cilities as a Jew
 did not have a child,” com

m
ents Edith 

H
am

er, w
ith a w

ry sm
ile. “I w

as an unexpected gift.” 
Fearful of G

erm
any’s territorial am

bitions, E
ditih’s par-

ents, Louis and S
onia, had begun to plan their departure 

from
 K

laipeda, Lithuania, in the m
id-1930s.  B

ut re-
strictve law

s and policies lim
ited the num

ber of refugees 
allow

ed into m
ost countries, and they struggled to find a 

destination. In M
arch 1939, G

erm
any seized K

laipeda, 
realizing E

dith’s parents’ w
orst fear. W

ith tw
o-year-old 

E
dith, they fled to Tauroggen, Lithuania, w

here they 
hoped to w

ait in safety w
hile they looked for a m

ore per-
m

anent haven. B
ut as w

ar engulfed E
urope, escape 

routes closed on by one. W
hen the S

oviet U
nion occu-

pied Lithuania in June 1940, Louis and S
onia feared 

they w
ere trapped. 
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Then E
dith’s father learned of an unlikely w

ay out: C
hi-

une Sugihara, the Japanese consul in K
aunas, Lithua-

nia, w
as helping refugees escape by granting visas to 

travel through Japan. Lacking clear direction from
 his 

superiors in Tokyo, S
ugihara m

ade the decision to is-
sue the visas on his ow

n. A
lthough Lithuanian nationals 

could not use them
 -- as the country has ceased to ex-

ist politically after the S
oviet invasion -- the visas saved 

the loves of hundreds of others, including E
dith and her 

parents.  Louis has a G
erm

an passport, and his fam
ily 

therefore qualified for Japanese visas. E
dith’s other 

relatives, Lithuanian nations, rem
ained trapped. A

ll of 
them

 perished. 

E
dith and her parents w

ere am
ong the first people to re-

ceive visas from
 S

ugihara, w
ho issued visa no. 7 to 

Louis and visa no. 8 to S
onia and E

dith. W
ith m

oney 
from

 a relative in the U
.S

., they purchased rickets on 
the Trans-S

iberian R
ailroad and, on N

ovem
ber 7, 1940, 

they em
barked on a long journey acorss the steppes to 

V
ladivostok and across the S

ea of Japan. A
fter a brief 

stay in K
obe, the H

ebrew
 Im

m
igrant A

id S
ociety (H

IA
S

) 
arranged for the fam

ily’s passage to S
an Fransisco.  

They, they boarded a train for N
ew

 York, w
here E

dith’s 
paternal uncle w

aited to w
elcom

e them
. They had trav-

led m
ore than halfw

ay around the w
orld to reach safety. 

A
s a child, E

dith lived in M
anhattan. Louis w

ent into 
business w

ith his brother and, in 1945, w
hen E

dith w
as 

eight years old, her brother R
obert w

as born. Tragically, 
E

dith’s father died in 1949 at the age of 47. “I am
 sure 

that the difficulties in his life, and the H
olocaust itself, 

played a role in this,” com
m

ents E
dith. 

E
dith m

arried P
aul H

am
er in 1957.  Their tw

in sons, 
Louis and D

avid, are both physicians. E
dith taught ele-

m
entary school for 25 years and after retiring, she had 

P
aul m

oved to H
ouston to be near their sons.  E

dith is 
an active m

em
ber of several Jew

ish w
om

en’s organiza-
tions and serves as a docent at H

olocaust M
useum

 
H

ouston. U
nder the auspices of the M

useum
, she had 

the privilege of traveling to Japan in 2005. There, she 
w

as able to tell the Japanese people about her fam
ily’s 

experiences and to express her gratitude for their coun-
trym

an’s life-saving courage. 
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B
orn: Yossl M

argulies
C

eranów
, Poland 

M
ay 18, 1925

P
arents:

Yitzhak M
arguiles, d. in H

olocaust
E

ttel G
abirer M

arguiles, d. in H
olocaust

S
iblings:

 
S

arah, d. in H
olocaust

 
S

olom
on, d. in H

olocaust
 

B
unya, d. in H

olocaust
 

B
yla, d. in H

olocaust
 

Tw
o other brothers, d. in H

olocaust

B
ill M

organ w
as born in C

eranów
, P

oland to very pious 
parents w

ho struggled to put food on the table for their 
seven children. A

lthough his m
other and father rarely 

had the tim
e or energy to show

 him
 physical affection, 

B
ill knew

 they loved him
 and his siblings. A

fter all, they 
the children the good from

 their ow
n plates w

hen they 
w

ere hungry. 

W
hen S

oviet troops arrived C
eranów

 in S
eptem

ber 
1939, m

ost Jew
s looked on them

 as the lesser of tw
o 

evils. B
ill and his fam

ily did not know
 m

uch about H
itler, 
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but they w
ere certain that G

erm
an occupation w

ould be 
far m

ore aw
ful for the Jew

s. Less than tw
o years later, 

G
erm

any invaded, confirm
ing their w

orst fears: “The 
first w

eek I rem
em

ber they drow
ned a religious Jew

, cut 
his beard and drow

ned him
, threw

 him
 in the w

ater. A
nd 

m
y grandfather had a long beard and they w

ere pinch-
ing him

 so he couldn’t w
alk dow

n the streets,” recalls 
B

ill. Together w
ith hundreds of other Jew

s, the fam
ily 

w
as jam

m
ed in the ghetto or nearby S

tanislaw
ow

. O
ne 

day, the N
azis ordered B

ill to dig holes in the cem
etery. 

They brought in a truckload of Jew
s, shot them

, and let 
them

 fall into the pits. H
orrified, B

ill returned to his fam
-

ily and told them
 he w

as going to flee. 

B
ill spent the rest of the w

ar posing as a P
olish farm

 
w

orker and m
oving from

 tow
n to tow

n. Thought of his 
fam

ily torm
ented him

: “They gave their bread to us 
w

hen w
e w

ere starving, and yet I w
alked out on them

,” 
he reflects w

ith deep regret. A
fter the w

ar, he spent 
years searching for his fam

ily, only to find that no one 
had survived. It w

as also a tim
e of spiritual searching 

for B
ill, w

ho questioned his faith in the afterm
ath of the 

devastation. “I asked a lot of questions and got no an-
sw

ers w
hy I ended up an orphan and w

hy the w
orked 

has hated m
e so m

uch and w
hy nobody interfered to 

help....A
nd w

hy did I w
ant to be a Jew

?” 

In 1949, B
ill cam

e to the U
.S

., w
here his faith in Juda-

ism
 slow

ly began to flourish again as he w
itnessed the 

freedom
 and vitality of A

m
erican Jew

ish life. H
e settled 

in H
ouston in the early 1950s and established him

self 
in business, w

orking first in the w
holesale m

eat industry 
and later as a real estate developer. B

ill served on the 
boards of several Jew

ish organizations, and as the con-
struction m

anager of H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston, 
w

hich he has generously supported. H
e and his w

ife, 
S

hirley, have five grandchildren, in w
hom

 he is proud to 
“have instilled a low

 of Jew
ishness.” 
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B
orn: N

aom
i K

aplan
W

ołkow
ysk, Poland 

Septem
ber 1, 1920

P
arents:

S
am

uel K
aplan, survived

C
hasia S

alm
an K

aplan, d. A
uschw

itz, 1041
S

iblings:
 

M
ark, survived

 
E

lizabeth, survived
H

usband: 
 

A
lexander R

osenbaum
, d. A

uschw
itz, 1942

N
aom

i W
arren grew

 up in W
ołkow

ysk, a sm
all city in 

eastern P
oland. S

he w
as part of a large, cultured, and 

highly educated fam
ily, w

here Jew
ish traditions com

ple-
m

ented secular pursuits. H
er relatives often gathered 

for m
em

orable m
eals and lively discussions. D

ecades 
later, N

aom
i still recalls the w

onderful arom
as that 

cam
e from

 her m
other’s kitchen during the Jew

ish holi-
days. 

N
aom

i w
as finalizing arrangem

ents to attend a univer-
sity in E

ngland w
hen G

erm
any invaded P

oland in S
ep-

tem
ber 1939, bring an abrupt end to her plans. S

hortly 
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after, S
oviet troops m

arched into P
oland from

 the east, 
occupying her hom

etow
n. The S

oviet presence offered 
liberation of sorts: since Jew

s w
ere no longer lim

ited by 
quota in P

olish universities, N
aom

i could enroll at the 
university in nearby B

iałystok. 

In the sum
m

er of 1941, G
erm

any overran eastern P
o-

land and began system
atically isolating, interning, and 

m
urdering its Jew

ish population. N
aom

i and A
lexander 

w
ere sent to A

uschw
itz-B

irkenau in January 1942, rid-
ing in an airless cattle car that w

as so crow
ded they 

could barely sit dow
n. They w

ere separated w
hen they 

arrived, and A
lexander w

as sent to the m
en’s cam

p 
w

here he perished several m
onths later. S

elected for a 
labor detail, N

aom
i resolved to survive. 

D
espite N

aom
i’s determ

ination, constant w
ork and star-

vation rations took their toll. N
aom

i grew
 so em

aciated 
that she did not recognize herself w

hen she caught her 
reflection in a w

indow
. N

aom
i endured alm

ost three 
years in A

uschw
itz-B

irkenau. A
s S

oviet troops ap-
proached in the beginning of 1945, she and her fellow

 
inm

ates w
ere sent to R

avensbrück and then to B
ergen 

B
elsen. W

hen the B
ritish liberated her there in A

pril 
1945, N

aom
i felt as if “the w

hole w
orld opened up” for 

her. 

The follow
ing year, N

aom
i cam

e to H
ouston w

ith the 
help of her m

aternal uncle W
illiam

 S
alm

an and her sis-
ter E

lizabeth B
randon, w

ho had settled in the U
.S

. be-
fore the w

ar. N
aom

i’s father S
am

uel had survived the 
w

ar as an internee in S
iberia, and he cam

e to the U
.S

. 
at the end of 1946.  In 1949, N

aom
i m

arried M
artin W

ar-
ren and together they established a business im

porting 
D

anish ham
s to the U

.S
. They had three children -- 

H
elen, G

eri, and B
enjam

in.  N
aom

i and M
artin w

orked 
together until he becam

e ill and died in 1960. 

A
fter N

aom
i assum

ed leadership of the im
port busi-

ness, it experienced trem
endous grow

th, receiving nu-
m

erous aw
ards from

 suppliers and custom
ers. A

m
ong 

her m
any honors are aw

ards from
 the Jew

ish-A
m

erican 
C

om
m

ittee, H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston, and the G
ov-

ernm
ent of D

enm
ark, w

hich recognized N
aom

i for her 
contributions to im

proving D
anish-A

m
erican trade rela-

tions. S
he served on the boards of H

olocaust M
useum

 
H

ouston, the Jew
ish Federation, and the S

outhw
est R

e-
gion of the A

nti-D
efam

ation League. In honor of 
N

aom
i’s 80th birthday, her fam

ily established the W
ar-

ren Fellow
ship for Future Teachers at H

olocaust M
u-

seum
 H

ouston. 
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Links to U
SH

M
M

 Encyclopedia A
rticles

In the printed book Tell Them
 W

e R
em

em
ber, 

there are several short pieces about life before 
the H

olocaust.  These online U
S

H
M

M
 encyclo-

pedia articles are excellent substitutes for the 
printed book as they have the m

ost up to date 
inform

ation.

•
“The A

fterm
ath of the H

olocaust” 
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Chapter 6

A
t the point of liberation of the cam

ps, survivors and 
others declared, “N

ever A
gain!” Tim

e has show
n us, 

how
ever, that genocide has occurred m

any tim
es 

since the H
olocaust.  In 2004 the U

nited S
tates 

governm
ent applied the term

 “genocide” for the first 
tim

e to the events occurring in the D
arfur region of 

S
udan.  A 2012 poll undertaken by the U

S
H

M
M

 
found that 94%

 of A
m

ericans view
 genocide as a 

concern and that it could occur today.   This poll 
also noted that 76%

 of A
m

ericans think that 
education about the history of genocide can help 
prevent future atrocities.  
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The w
ord “genocide” did not exist before 1944. R

aphael 
Lem

kin, an international law
yer of P

olish-Jew
ish descent, 

w
as horrified w

hen W
inston C

hurchill said of the atrocities 
being com

m
itted by the N

azis that, “W
e are in the presence 

of a crim
e w

ithout a nam
e.” H

e w
as especially horrified that, 

after the m
assacres of the A

rm
enians in the O

ttom
an E

m
-

pire during W
orld W

ar I, there still w
as no w

ord to describe 
these m

ass ethnic m
urders. Lem

kin w
anted to give a nam

e 
and legal definition to these unique crim

es against hum
anity 

so that international law
 could be w

ritten to prevent and pun-
ish them

. Lem
kin created the w

ord “genocide” from
 G

reek 
and Latin roots – “geno” for a group of people and “cide” for 
killing. The killing of an identified group of people w

as to be 
m

ade punishable by the new
 international codes being w

rit-
ten after W

orld W
ar II, as w

ell as by each country’s dom
estic 

law
. O

n D
ec. 9, 1948, the “C

onvention on the P
revention 

and P
unishm

ent of G
enocide” w

as adopted by the U
nited 

N
ations. This docum

ent officially defined genocide.

H
elpful Links

These links can assist you in learning m
ore about genocide.

•
U

nited to E
nd G

enocide

•
U

S
H

M
M

 C
enter for the P

revention of 

    G
enocide

•
The E

nough P
roject
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A
ccording to A

rticle II, “In the present C
onvention, geno-

cide m
eans any of the follow

ing acts com
m

itted w
ith in-

tent to destroy, in w
hole or in part, a national, ethnical, 

racial or religious group as such:

a. 
K

illing m
em

bers of the group; 

b. 
C

ausing serious bodily or m
ental harm

 to m
em

-
bers of the group; 

c. 
D

eliberately inflicting on the group conditions 
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruc- 
tion in w

hole or in part; 

d. 
Im

posing m
easures intended to prevent births  

w
ithin the group; 

e. 
Forcibly transferring children of the group to 

an other group.” 

The C
onvention entered into force in 1951, and m

ore 
than 130 nations have ratified it since then. The U

nited 
S

tates adopted this convention in 1988. The first tim
e 

the term
 w

as applied by the U
nited S

tates governm
ent 

to an action w
as in 2004 w

hen then-S
ecretary of S

tate 
C

olin P
ow

ell called the actions in the D
arfur region of 

S
udan “genocide”.

The definition of genocide is controversial and m
any 

scholars have sought to broaden the identification of 
groups that have experienced genocide. 
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D
r. G

regory S
tanton, president of G

enocide W
atch, out-

lined ten stages in genocide. The stages are noted be-
low

; a key aspect of this fram
ew

ork is that preventative 
m

easures are possible at each stage. 

1.C
LA

S
S

IFIC
ATIO

N
 (“U

s” vs. “Them
”)

2.S
Y

M
B

O
LIZATIO

N
 (nam

es or sym
bols)

3.D
IS

C
R

IM
IN

ATIO
N

 (denying legal rights of groups)

4.D
E

H
U

M
A

N
IZATIO

N
 (denying targeted group’s hu-

m
anity)

5. O
R

G
A

N
IZATIO

N
 (form

al or inform
al plans)

6.P
O

LA
R

IZATIO
N

 (rem
ove m

iddle: “w
ith us or against 

us”)

7.P
R

E
PA

R
ATIO

N
 (tangible plans for killing)

8.P
E

R
S

E
C

U
TIO

N
 (identify and separate victim

s)

9.E
X

TE
R

M
IN

ATIO
N

 (m
urder of victim

s)

10.D
E

N
IA

L (cover up m
urders or blam

e the victim
s)

TH
E G

EN
O

C
ID

A
L PR

O
C

ESS
G

enocide is a process that develops in ten stages that 
are predictable but not inexorable. A

t each stage, pre-
ventive m

easures can stop it. The process is not 
linear. S

tages m
ay occur sim

ultaneously. Logically, later 
stages m

ust be preceded by earlier stages.  B
ut all 

stages continue to operate throughout the process.

C
lassification 

A
ll cultures have categories to distinguish people into 

“us and them
” by ethnicity, race, religion, or nationality: 

G
erm

an and Jew
, H

utu and Tutsi. B
ipolar societies that 

lack m
ixed categories, such as R

w
anda and B

urundi, 
are the m

ost likely to have genocide. The m
ain preven-

tive m
easure at this early stage is to develop universal-

istic institutions that transcend ethnic or racial divisions, 
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that actively prom
ote tolerance and understanding, and 

that prom
ote classifications that transcend the divi-

sions. The C
atholic church could have played this role 

in R
w

anda, had it not been riven by the sam
e ethnic 

cleavages as R
w

andan society. P
rom

otion of a com
-

m
on language in countries like Tanzania has also pro-

m
oted transcendent national identity. This search for 

com
m

on ground is vital to early prevention of genocide. 

Sym
bolization 

W
e give nam

es or other sym
bols to the classifications. 

W
e nam

e people “Jew
s” or “G

ypsies”, or distinguish 
them

 by colors or dress; and apply the sym
bols to m

em
-

bers of groups. C
lassification and sym

bolization are uni-
versally hum

an and do not necessarily result in geno-
cide unless they lead to  dehum

anization. W
hen com

-
bined w

ith hatred, sym
bols m

ay be forced upon unw
ill-

ing m
em

bers of pariah groups: the yellow
 star for Jew

s 
under N

azi rule, the blue scarf for people from
 the E

ast-
ern Zone in K

hm
er R

ouge C
am

bodia. To com
bat sym

-
bolization, hate sym

bols can be legally forbidden (sw
as-

tikas) as can hate speech. G
roup m

arking like gang 
clothing or tribal scarring can be outlaw

ed, as w
ell. The 

problem
 is that legal lim

itations w
ill fail if unsupported 

by popular cultural enforcem
ent. Though H

utu and Tutsi 
w

ere forbidden w
ords in B

urundi until the 1980’s, code 
w

ords replaced them
. If w

idely supported, how
ever, de-

nial of sym
bolization can be pow

erful, as it w
as in B

ul-
garia, w

here the governm
ent refused to supply enough 

yellow
 badges and at least eighty percent of Jew

s did 
not w

ear them
, depriving the yellow

 star of its signifi-
cance as a N

azi sym
bol for Jew

s.

D
iscrim

ination 
A dom

inant group uses law
, custom

, and political pow
er 

to deny the rights of other groups.  The pow
erless 

group m
ay not be accorded full civil rights or even citi-

zenship. E
xam

ples include the N
urem

berg Law
s of 

1935 in N
azi G

erm
any, w

hich stripped Jew
s of their G

er-
m

an citizenship, and prohibited their em
ploym

ent by 
the governm

ent and by universities.  D
enial of citizen-

ship to the R
ohingya M

uslim
 m

inority in B
urm

a is an-
other exam

ple.  P
revention against discrim

ination 
m

eans full political em
pow

erm
ent and citizenship rights 

for all groups in a society.  D
iscrim

ination on the basis 
of nationality, ethnicity, race or religion should be 
outlaw

ed.  Individuals should have the right to sue the 
state, corporations, and other individuals if their rights 
are violated.

D
ehum

anization 
O

ne group denies the hum
anity of the other group. 

M
em

bers of it are equated w
ith anim

als, verm
in, in-
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sects or diseases. D
ehum

anization overcom
es the nor-

m
al hum

an revulsion against m
urder. A

t this stage, hate 
propaganda in print and on hate radios is used to vilify 
the victim

 group. In com
bating this dehum

anization, in-
citem

ent to genocide should not be confused w
ith pro-

tected speech. G
enocidal societies lack constitutional 

protection for countervailing speech, and should be 
treated differently than dem

ocracies. Local and interna-
tional leaders should condem

n the use of hate speech 
and m

ake it culturally unacceptable. Leaders w
ho incite 

genocide should be banned from
 international travel 

and have their foreign finances frozen. H
ate radio sta-

tions should be shut dow
n, and hate propaganda 

banned. H
ate crim

es and atrocities should be prom
ptly 

punished.

O
rganization 

G
enocide is alw

ays organized, usually by the state, of-
ten using m

ilitias to provide deniability of state responsi-
bility (the Janjaw

eed in D
arfur.) S

om
etim

es organiza-
tion is inform

al (H
indu m

obs led by local R
S

S
 m

ilitants) 
or decentralized (terrorist groups.) S

pecial arm
y units 

or m
ilitias are often trained and arm

ed. P
lans are m

ade 
for genocidal killings. To com

bat this stage, m
em

ber-
ship in these m

ilitias should be outlaw
ed. Their leaders 

should be denied visas for foreign travel. The U
.N

. 
should im

pose arm
s em

bargoes on governm
ents and 

citizens of countries involved in genocidal m
assacres, 

and create com
m

issions to investigate violations, as 
w

as done in post-genocide R
w

anda.

Polarization 
E

xtrem
ists drive the groups apart. H

ate groups broad-
cast polarizing propaganda. Law

s m
ay forbid interm

ar-
riage or social interaction. E

xtrem
ist terrorism

 targets 
m

oderates, intim
idating and silencing the center. M

oder-
ates from

 the perpetrators’ ow
n group are m

ost able to 
stop genocide, so are the first to be arrested and killed. 
P

revention m
ay m

ean security protection for m
oderate 

leaders or assistance to hum
an rights groups. A

ssets of 
extrem

ists m
ay be seized, and visas for international 

travel denied to them
. C

oups d’état by extrem
ists 

should be opposed by international sanctions.

Preparation 
N

ational or perpetrator group leaders plan the “Final S
o-

lution” to the Jew
ish, A

rm
enian, Tutsi or other targeted 

group “question.”  They often use euphem
ism

s to cloak 
their intentions, such as referring to their goals as “eth-
nic cleansing,” “purification,” or “counter-terrorism

.”  
They build arm

ies, buy w
eapons and train their troops 

and m
ilitias.  They indoctrinate the populace w

ith fear 
of the victim

 group.  Leaders often claim
 that “if w

e 
don’t kill them

, they w
ill kill us.”  P

revention of prepara-
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tion m
ay include arm

s em
bargos and com

m
issions to 

enforce them
.  It should include prosecution of incite-

m
ent and conspiracy to com

m
it genocide, both crim

es 
under A

rticle 3 of the G
enocide C

onvention.

Persecution
Victim

s are identified and separated out because of 
their ethnic or religious identity. D

eath lists are draw
n 

up. In state sponsored genocide, m
em

bers of victim
 

groups m
ay be forced to w

ear identifying sym
bols. Their 

property is often expropriated. S
om

etim
es they are 

even segregated into ghettoes, deported into concentra-
tion cam

ps, or confined to a fam
ine-struck region and 

starved.  G
enocidal m

assacres begin.  They are acts of 
genocide because they intentionally destroy part of a 
group.  A

t this stage, a G
enocide E

m
ergency m

ust be 
declared. If the political w

ill of the great pow
ers, re-

gional alliances, or the U
.N

. S
ecurity C

ouncil can be m
o-

bilized, arm
ed international intervention should be pre-

pared, or heavy assistance provided to the victim
 group 

to prepare for its self-defense. H
um

anitarian assistance 
should be organized by the U

.N
. and private relief 

groups for the inevitable tide of refugees to com
e.

Exterm
ination

This step begins, and quickly becom
es the m

ass killing 
legally called “genocide.” It is “exterm

ination” to the kill-
ers because they do not believe their victim

s to be fully 
hum

an. W
hen it is sponsored by the state, the arm

ed 
forces often w

ork w
ith m

ilitias to do the killing. S
om

e-
tim

es the genocide results in revenge killings by groups 
against each other, creating the dow

nw
ard w

hirlpool-
like cycle of bilateral genocide (as in B

urundi). A
t this 

stage, only rapid and overw
helm

ing arm
ed intervention 

can stop genocide. R
eal safe areas or refugee escape 

corridors should be established w
ith heavily arm

ed inter-
national protection. (A

n unsafe “safe” area is w
orse 

than none at all.) The U
.N

. S
tanding H

igh R
eadiness B

ri-
gade, E

U
 R

apid R
esponse Force, or regional forces -- 

should be authorized to act by the U
.N

. S
ecurity C

oun-
cil if the genocide is sm

all. For larger interventions, a 
m

ultilateral force authorized by the U
.N

. should inter-
vene. If the U

.N
. is paralyzed, regional alliances m

ust 
act. It is tim

e to recognize that the international respon-
sibility to protect transcends the narrow

 interests of indi-
vidual nation states. If strong nations w

ill not provide 
troops to intervene directly, they should provide the air-
lift, equipm

ent, and financial m
eans necessary for re-

gional states to intervene.

D
enial
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This is the final stage that lasts throughout and alw
ays 

follow
s a genocide. It is am

ong the surest indicators of 
further genocidal m

assacres. The perpetrators of geno-
cide dig up the m

ass graves, burn the bodies, try to 
cover up the evidence and intim

idate the w
itnesses. 

They deny that they com
m

itted any crim
es, and often 

blam
e w

hat happened on the victim
s. They block inves-

tigations of the crim
es, and continue to govern until 

driven from
 pow

er by force, w
hen they flee into exile. 

There they rem
ain w

ith im
punity, like P

ol P
ot or Idi 

A
m

in, unless they are captured and a tribunal is estab-
lished to try them

. The response to denial is punish-
m

ent by an international tribunal or national courts. 
There the evidence can be heard, and the perpetrators 
punished. Tribunals like the Yugoslav or R

w
anda Tribu-

nals, or an international tribunal to try the K
hm

er R
ouge 

in C
am

bodia, or an International C
rim

inal C
ourt m

ay 
not deter the w

orst genocidal killers. B
ut w

ith the politi-
cal w

ill to arrest and prosecute them
, som

e m
ay be 

brought to justice.

©
 2013 G

regory H
. S

tanton.  O
riginally presented as a 

briefing paper, “The E
ight S

tages of G
enocide” at the 

U
S

 S
tate D

epartm
ent in 1996. D

iscrim
ination and P

er-
secution have since been added to the 1996 m

odel.
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The A
rm

enians, a C
hristian group, had lived in the rugged 

m
ountain region of eastern Turkey w

ithin the O
ttom

an E
m

-
pire for m

ore than a thousand years. The A
rm

enians had 
grow

n in size and pow
er over the years. B

y the m
id-1800s, 

the O
ttom

an Turks had becom
e fearful about the A

rm
eni-

ans’ grow
ing independence and w

ere determ
ined to solve 

the “A
rm

enian Q
uestion.” In 1908, a new

 group called the 
Young Turks overthrew

 the sultan and took control of the O
t-

tom
an E

m
pire. The Young Turks seem

ed, at first, to reach 
out to the em

pire’s m
inorities but then turned on the A

rm
eni-

ans. The Young Turks believed the A
rm

enians to be reject-
ing their rule and culture because A

rm
enians, having never 

converted to Islam
, had their ow

n culture and language.

D
uring W

orld W
ar I, the O

ttom
an E

m
pire joined forces w

ith 
G

erm
any and A

ustria-H
ungary against R

ussia, S
erbia, 

France and E
ngland. The Young Turks saw

 the w
ar as an 

opportunity to take care of its “A
rm

enian Q
uestion” w

ithout 
foreign influence. S

om
e A

rm
enians lived in R

ussia, just 
across the O

ttom
an border and joined the R

ussian arm
y. 

The O
ttom

an Turks feared the A
rm

enians w
ould help the 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S

B
ooks:
•

“The Young Turks' C
rim

e A
gainst H

um
anity: 

TheA
rm

enian G
enocide and E

thnic C
leans-

ing in the O
ttom

an E
m

pire” by Taner A
kçam

 
•

“The B
urning Tigris,” by P

eter B
alakian 

•
“Forgotten Fire,” by A

dam
 B

agdasarian 

W
eb S

ites:  
• http://w

w
w

.genocideintervention.net/ 
• http://w

w
w

.genocide1915.info/ 
• http://w

w
w

.arm
enian-genocide.org/index.htm

l 

85

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 3

Armenian Genocide
1915 - 1923 



R
ussian arm

y invade, so in 1915, orders w
ere given to 

resettle the A
rm

enian people aw
ay from

 the borders. The 
Turks rounded up m

ost of the m
ilitary-age m

en and 
m

arched them
 to a rem

ote location to be m
urdered. The 

other m
en and w

om
en w

ere m
arched in caravans to un-

know
n destinations through deserts w

ith no food or w
a-

ter. Those that didn’t die from
 starvation or heat stroke 

w
ere killed by bayonet.

H
enry M

orgenthau, the A
m

erican am
bassador in C

on-
stantinople, learned of the atrocities against the A

rm
eni-

ans from
 survivors. In June 1915, M

orgenthau w
rote to 

m
ake the U

.S
. governm

ent aw
are of the situation. Little 

w
as done to help the A

rm
enians. M

orgenthau spoke w
ith 

M
ehm

et Talaat, leader of the Young Turks, about the 
atrocities to no avail. O

ther countries, such as France 
and G

reat B
ritain, issued statem

ents declaring these ac-
tions “crim

es [that w
ere] w

ere com
m

itted by Turkey.” In 
1916, M

orgenthau left C
onstantinople because, he said, 

“M
y failure to stop the destruction of the A

rm
enians had 

m
ade Turkey for m

e a place of horror.”

W
orld W

ar I ended in N
ovem

ber 1918, w
ith the defeat of 

G
erm

any, A
ustria-H

ungary and the O
ttom

an E
m

pire. O
ut 

of the 2 m
illion A

rm
enians w

ho lived in the O
ttom

an E
m

-
pire at the start of the w

ar, m
ore than 1 m

illion w
ere m

ur-
dered through actions now

 term
ed genocidal. S

even 
Turkish officials w

ere tried and sentenced to death, but 
as they had fled the country, the sentences w

ere not car-
ried out. S

ince the creation of a U
nited N

ations conven-
tion to prevent and stop genocide, the survivors of the A

r-

m
enian genocide and their fam

ilies have sought to have 
these events recognized as genocide. M

ost scholars 
agree that this w

as the first genocide of the 20th century, 
and m

any countries have passed resolutions recognizing 
it as such. In the U

nited S
tates, attem

pts to pass just 
such a resolution in C

ongress have been lim
ited as the 

governm
ent of Turkey refuses to recognize the events as 

genocide and w
orks to halt discussion of the topic.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the chapter on the A
rm

enian G
enocide. 

In this chapter, Jones notes that connections betw
een 

the A
rm

enian genocide and the H
olocaust.  W

hat are 
the connections betw

een these tw
o events? W

hat 
are the unique features of the A

rm
enian G

enocide? 
Jones also discusses the issue of recognition of this 
event as genocide.  W

hy is recognition so im
por-

tant?  
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B
y A

pril 1975, a C
om

m
unist group know

n as the K
hm

er 
R

ouge, led by P
ol P

ot, seized control of C
am

bodia, renam
-

ing the country D
em

ocratic K
am

puchea. C
ivil w

ar had ex-
isted in C

am
bodia since 1970. B

etw
een 1970 and 1973, 

during the Vietnam
 W

ar, the U
nited S

tates bom
bed m

uch 
of the countryside of C

am
bodia and m

anipulated C
am

bo-
dian politics to support the rise of pro-W

est Lon N
ol as the 

leader of C
am

bodia. The K
hm

er R
ouge used the U

nited 
S

tates’ actions to recruit follow
ers and as an excuse for 

the brutal policies they exercised w
hen in pow

er.

The K
hm

er R
ouge’s polices w

ere guided by its belief that 
the citizens of C

am
bodia had been tainted by exposure to 

outside ideas, especially by the capitalist W
est. The 

K
hm

er R
ouge persecuted the educated —

 such as doc-
tors, law

yers, and current or form
er m

ilitary and police. 
C

hristian, B
uddhist and M

uslim
 citizens also w

ere specifi-
cally targeted. In an effort to create a society w

ithout com
-

petition, in w
hich people w

orked for the com
m

on good, the 
K

hm
er R

ouge placed people in collective living arrange-

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S

B
ooks:
•

“B
lood and S

oil,” by B
en K

iernan 
•

“C
hildren of C

am
bodia’s K

illing Fields,” by K
im

 
D

eP
aul 

•
“O

n the W
ings of a W

hite H
orse,” by O

ni Vitandham
 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.yale.edu/cgp/ 

•http://w
orldw

ithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/
cam

bodian-genocide
• http://w

w
w

.genocidew
atch.org/ 

• http://w
w

w
.eccc.gov.kh/en 
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m
ents —

 or com
m

unes —
 and enacted “re-education” 

program
s to encourage the com

m
une lifestyle. P

eople 
w

ere divided into categories that reflected the trust that 
the K

hm
er R

ouge had for them
; the m

ost trustw
orthy 

w
ere called “old citizens.” The pro-W

est and city dw
ell-

ers began as “new
 citizens” and could m

ove up to “de-
portees,” then “candidates” and finally “full rights citi-
zens”; how

ever, m
ost citizens never m

oved up. Those 
w

ho refused re-education w
ere killed in the fields sur-

rounding the com
m

une or at the infam
ous prison cam

p 
Tuol S

leng C
entre, know

n as S
-21. O

ver four years, the 
K

hm
er R

ouge killed m
ore than 1.7 m

illion people 
through w

ork, starvation and torture.

The K
hm

er R
ouge w

as rem
oved from

 pow
er w

hen com
-

m
unist Vietnam

 invaded in January 1979 and estab-
lished a pro-Vietnam

ese regim
e in C

am
bodia. M

any sur-
vivors fled to refugee cam

ps in Thailand; of these, 
m

any w
ent on to im

m
igrate to the U

nited S
tates.

D
espite the heavy casualties and injustices inflicted spe-

cifically on the C
am

bodian M
uslim

 population —
 the 

C
ham

 —
 m

any genocide scholars believe the events in 
C

am
bodia do not qualify as genocide under the U

nited 
N

ations C
onvention because intent to destroy one spe-

cific ethnic or religious group cannot be proven. In-
stead, m

any genocide scholars call these events an 
“auto-genocide” because it occurred across all of soci-
ety instead of targeting one group.

M
ore than 20 years later, the E

xtraordinary C
ham

bers 
in the C

ourts of C
am

bodia (E
C

C
C

) is bringing the for-
m

er leaders of the K
hm

er R
ouge to trial for their crim

es 
against hum

anity. O
n June 26, 2010, the E

C
C

C
 found 

K
aing G

uek E
av, alias D

uch, guilty of crim
es against hu-

m
anity and grave breaches of the G

eneva C
onventions 

of 1949, sentencing him
 to 35 years in prison. K

aing 
G

uek E
av, a K

hm
er R

ouge deputy and chairm
an of S

-
21, is the first of four form

er leaders charged to stand 
trial before the E

C
C

C
.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the chapter titled, “C
am

bodia and the 
K

hm
er R

ouge.”  

In this chapter, Jones discusses the different character-
istics of the genocide as it occurred in C

am
bodia.  In 

m
any w

ays it w
as very dissim

ilar to other studied geno-
cides.  H

ow
 do the events in C

am
bodia show

 that 
the legal definition of genocide m

akes identification 
of these events difficult?  Jones also exam

ines the ef-
fects of U

.S
. foreign policy in C

am
bodia.  W

hy is it im
-

portant to recognize the role that outside organiza-
tions and countries -- like the U

nited States -- play 
in events of genocide?
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O
n M

arch 24, 1976, a m
ilitary junta led by G

eneral Jorge 
R

afael Videla seized pow
er from

 P
resident Isabel P

eron. 
B

etw
een 1976 and 1983, an estim

ated 10,000 to 30,000 
people the new

 governm
ent suspected of involvem

ent 
w

ith left-w
ing activities w

ere “disappeared” by authorities 
in w

hat is now
 called the “D

irty W
ar.” C

itizens w
ere kid-

napped, detained, tortured, executed and occasionally 
dum

ped out of airplanes —
 dead or alive —

 over the A
tlan-

tic O
cean. Those taken cam

e to be know
n as the D

esa-
parecidos, the S

panish w
ord for "D

isappeared."

The U
nited S

tates w
as a key provider of econom

ic and 
m

ilitary assistance to the Videla regim
e. In 1982, the m

ili-
tary junta invaded the B

ritish-controlled Falkland Islands. 
A

rgentina’s crushing defeat increased public outrage w
ith 

the ruling governm
ent and forced then-leader G

eneral Leo-
poldo G

altieri to resign. A com
bination of factors caused 

the junta to dissolve, and a civilian governm
ent w

as re-
turned to pow

er in 1983 w
ith the election of R

aul A
lfonsin.

R
E

SO
U

R
C

E
S

B
ooks:  
•

“The Little S
chool: Tales of D

isappearance and S
ur-

vival” by A
licia P

artnoy 
•

“R
evolutionizing M

otherhood: The M
others of the 

P
laza de M

ayo” B
y M

arguerite G
uzm

an B
ouvard 

•
“N

unca M
as N

ever A
gain: A R

eport by A
rgentina's N

a-
tional C

om
m

ission on D
isappeared P

eople” by A
rgen-

tina  
C

om
ision N

acional sobre la D
esaparicion de personas 

•
“A Lexicon of Terror: A

rgentina and the Legacies of Tor-
ture” by M

arguerite Feitlow
itz 

•
“G

od's A
ssassins: S

tate Terrorism
 in A

rgentina in the 
1970s” by P

atricia M
archak 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.m

adres.org 
• http://w

w
w

.yendor.com
/vanished/ 

• http://w
w

w
.desaparecidos.org/arg/eng.htm

l
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A
s early as A

pril 1977, m
others of the D

isappeared be-
gan dem

anding to know
 w

here their children had been 
taken. They organized a group, M

adres de P
laza

 de 
M

ayo, and m
arched every Thursday afternoon at half 

past three, for 30 years, on the P
laza de M

ayo, a m
ajor-

square in B
uenos A

ires. M
any of the D

isappeared 
w

om
en w

ere pregnant w
hen they w

ere taken; babies 
w

ho w
ere born in captivity w

ere often adopted by fam
i-

lies of the junta. The grandm
others searched for this 

next generation of lost children. To date, they've located 
m

ore than 80 grandchildren. The M
adres de P

laza de 
M

ayo stopped m
arching in 2006, but have not given up 

the fight to bring the m
ilitary leaders of the junta to jus-

tice.

In 1983, the N
ational C

om
m

ission on the D
isappeared 

(C
O

N
A

D
E

P
) w

as appointed to investigate the fate of 
the D

isappeared. Its report revealed the system
atic ab-

ductions of m
en, w

om
en and children, the existence of 

about 340 w
ell-organized secret detention centers, in-

cluding the infam
ous E

S
M

A N
avy M

echanics S
chool in 

B
uenos A

ires, and the system
atic use of kidnapping, tor-

ture and m
urder. C

O
N

A
D

E
P found “the repressive prac-

tices of the m
ilitary w

ere planned and ordered by the 
highest levels of m

ilitary com
m

and.”

In 2005, the A
rgentine S

uprem
e C

ourt lifted the im
m

u-
nity granted to regim

e officials, and as of O
ctober 2010, 

748 people w
ere facing charges, and 81 had been con-

victed, including form
er m

ilitary P
resident G

eneral 
R

eynaldo B
ignone, w

ho received 25 years in prison for 
the kidnapping and torture of 56 people at the C

am
po 

de M
ayo m

ilitary cam
p on the outskirts of B

uenos A
ires.
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G
uatem

ala is a m
ainly m

ountainous country in C
entral 

A
m

erica. It w
as once at the heart of the rem

arkable M
ayan 

civilization, w
hich flourished until the 10th century A

D
. 

W
hen S

panish explorers conquered this region in the 16th 
century, the M

ayans becam
e slaves in their ow

n hom
eland. 

They are still the underprivileged m
ajority of G

uatem
ala's 

population.

C
ivil w

ar existed in G
uatem

ala since the early 1960s due to 
inequalities existing in the econom

ic and political life. In the 
1970s, the M

aya began participating in protests against the 
repressive governm

ent, dem
anding greater equality and in-

clusion of the M
ayan language and culture. In 1980, the 

G
uatem

alan arm
y instituted “O

peration S
ophia,” w

hich 
aim

ed at ending insurgent guerrilla w
arfare by destroying 

the civilian base in w
hich they hid. This program

 specifically 
targeted the M

ayan population, w
ho w

ere believed to be 
supporting the guerilla m

ovem
ent. O

ver the next three 
years, the arm

y destroyed 626 villages, killed or “disap-
peared” m

ore than 200,000 people and displaced an addi-
tional 1.5 m

illion, w
hile m

ore than 150,000 w
ere driven to 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S
B

ooks:
•

“Testim
ony: D

eath of a G
uatem

alan Village,” by Victor 
M

ontejo and Victor P
erera, Translator 

•
“S

ilence on the M
ountain: S

tories of Terror, B
etrayal, 

and Forgetting in G
uatem

ala,” by D
aniel W

ilkinson 
•

“I, R
igoberta M

enchu: A
n Indian W

om
an in G

uate-
m

ala,” by R
igoberta M

enchu 
•

“B
uried S

ecrets: Truth and H
um

an R
ights in G

uate-
m

ala, by Victoria S
anford 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.ppu.org.uk/genocide/g_guatem

ala.htm
l 

•http://w
w

w
.gw

u.edu/~nsarchiv/guatem
ala/genocide/

round1/sum
m

ary1.pdf 
• http://shr.aaas.org/guatem

ala/ceh/report/english/toc.htm
l 

•http://w
w

w
.preventgenocide.org/edu/pastgenocides/

guatem
ala/resources/ 
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seek refuge in M
exico. Forced disappearance policies in-

cluded secretly arresting or abducting people, w
ho w

ere 
often killed and buried in unm

arked graves. In addition, 
the governm

ent instituted a scorched earth policy, de-
stroying and burning buildings and crops, slaughtering 
livestock, fouling w

ater supplies and violating sacred 
places and cultural sym

bols. M
any of these actions w

ere 
undertaken by the arm

y, specifically through special 
units know

n as the K
aibiles, in addition to private death 

squads, w
ho often acted on the advice of the arm

y. The 
U

.S
. governm

ent often supported the repressive regim
es 

as a part of its anti-C
om

m
unist policies during the C

old 
W

ar. The violence faced by the M
ayan people peaked be-

tw
een 1978 and 1986. C

atholic priests and nuns also of-
ten faced violence as they supported the rights of the M

a-
yan people.

A
fter 36 years, the G

uatem
alan arm

ed conflict ended in 
1996 w

hen the governm
ent signed a peace accord (the 

O
slo A

ccords) w
ith the insurgent group, the G

uatem
alan 

N
ational R

evolutionary U
nity (U

R
N

G
). P

art of the ac-
cords directed the U

nited N
ations to organize a C

om
m

is-
sion of H

istorical C
larification (C

E
H

). It began w
ork in 

July 1997, funded by a num
ber of countries, including 

the U
nited S

tates. In February 1999, it released its re-
port, “G

uatem
ala: M

em
ory of S

ilence,” w
hich stated that 

a governm
ental policy of genocide w

as carried out 
against the M

ayan Indians. The C
E

H
 concluded the 

arm
y com

m
itted genocide against four specific groups: 

the Ixil M
ayas; the Q

'anjob'al and C
huj M

ayas; the K
'i-

che' M
ayas of Joyabaj, Zacualpa and C

hiché; and the 
A

chi M
ayas.

In N
ovem

ber 1998, three form
er m

em
bers of a “civil pa-

trol” w
ere convicted in the first case arising from

 the 
genocide. In S

eptem
ber 2009, the courts sentenced M

ili-
tary C

om
m

issioner Felipe C
usanero to 150 years in 

prison for the crim
e of enforced disappearance of six 

m
em

bers of the C
hoatulum

 indigenous com
m

unity. In 
June 2011, G

eneral H
éctor M

ario López Fuentes w
as 

caught and charged w
ith genocide and crim

es against 
hum

anity. In A
ugust 2011, four soldiers w

ere sentenced 
to 30 years for each m

urder plus 30 years for crim
es 

against hum
anity, totaling 6,060 years each for the m

as-
sacre in a village of D

os E
rres in G

uatem
ala's northern 

P
etén region.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the section “A contem
porary case:  The 

M
aya of G

uatem
ala.”

In this section, the author notes the role that U
.S

. for-
eign policy played in this genocide.  It also notes the 
length it took for these events to be recognized as geno-
cide.  H

ow
 does learning about an event like the 

genocide in G
uatem

ala have special significance 
for the U

.S. student? W
hy is it necessary to study 

about genocide?  
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A
lthough m

any different ethnic and religious groups had 
resided together for 40 years under Yugoslavia’s repres-
sive com

m
unist governm

ent, this changed w
hen the coun-

try began to collapse during the fall of com
m

unism
 in the 

early 1990s. The provinces of S
lovenia and C

roatia de-
clared independence, and w

ar quickly follow
ed betw

een 
S

erbia and these breakaw
ay republics. E

thnic tensions 
w

ere brought to the forefront, and people w
ho had lived 

peacefully for years as neighbors turned against each 
other and took up arm

s. W
hen B

osnia attem
pted to se-

cede, S
erbia – under S

lobodan M
ilošević’s leadership – in-

vaded w
ith the claim

 that it w
as there to “free” fellow

 S
er-

bian O
rthodox C

hristians living in B
osnia.

S
tarting in A

pril 1992, S
erbia set out to “ethnically 

cleanse” B
osnian territory by system

atically rem
oving all 

B
osnian M

uslim
s, know

n as B
osniaks. S

erbia, together 
w

ith ethnic B
osnian S

erbs, attacked B
osniaks w

ith form
er 

Yugoslavian m
ilitary equipm

ent and surrounded S
arajevo, 

the capital city. M
any B

osniaks w
ere driven into concentra-

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S
B

ooks:
•

“G
enocide: M

odern C
rim

es A
gainst H

um
an-

ity,” by B
rendan January 

•
“The M

yth of E
thnic W

ar: S
erbia and C

roa-
tia in the 1990s,” by V.P. G

anon 
•

“The Fall of Yugoslavia,” by M
isha G

lenny 
•

“G
enocide in B

osnia: The P
olicy of E

thnic 
C

leansing,” by N
orm

an C
igar 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.genocidew

atch.org/ 
• http://w

w
w

.gendercide.org/case_bosnia.htm
l 

• http://w
w

w
.icty.org/ 
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tion cam
ps, w

here w
om

en and girls w
ere system

atically 
gang-raped and other civilians w

ere tortured, starved 
and m

urdered.

In 1993, the U
nited N

ations (U
N

) S
ecurity C

ouncil de-
clared that S

arajevo, G
oradze, S

rebrenica and other 
M

uslim
 enclaves w

ere to be safe areas, protected by a 
contingent of U

N
 peacekeepers. B

ut in July 1995, 
S

erbs com
m

itted the largest m
assacre in E

urope since 
W

orld W
ar II in one such area, S

rebrenica. A
n esti-

m
ated 23,000 w

om
en, children and elderly people w

ere 
put on buses and driven to M

uslim
-controlled territory, 

w
hile 8,000 “battle-age” m

en w
ere detained and slaugh-

tered. The so-called safe area of S
rebrenica fell w

ithout 
a single shot fired by the U

N
.

In 1994, N
ATO

 initiated air strikes against B
osnian 

S
erbs to stop the attacks. In D

ecem
ber 1995, U

.S
.-led 

negotiations in D
ayton, O

hio (The D
ayton P

eace A
c-

cords) ended the conflict in B
osnia, and a force w

as cre-
ated to m

aintain the ceasefire. S
ince the end of the con-

flict, the International C
rim

inal Tribunal for Yugoslavia 
(IC

TY
) at The H

ague has charged m
ore than 160 per-

sons. C
onvictions have included S

erb, C
roat and 

B
osniaks, though S

erbians and B
osnian S

erbs have 
faced the m

ajority of charges. In 2001, form
er-

P
resident M

ilošević w
as captured, but he died in his 

cell in 2006. R
adovan K

aradžić, the suprem
e com

-
m

ander of the B
osnian S

erb arm
ed forces, w

as cap-

tured in 2008, and is being tried in The H
ague on geno-

cide charges. R
atko M

ladić, chief of staff of the B
osnian 

S
erb A

rm
y, w

as captured in M
ay 2011 and is charged 

w
ith 11 counts, including genocide and crim

es against 
hum

anity.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the chapter titled “B
osnia and K

osovo.” 

In this chapter, there is discussion regarding issues of 
gender in genocides.  W

hat new
 dim

ensions did the 
discussion of the role of gender bring to your under-
standing of genocide?  The text also exam

ines the 
failures of the D

ayton A
ccords.  It also discusses the 

creation of the International C
rim

inal Tribunal for the 
Form

er Yugoslavia (IC
TY

).  Explain w
hat your 

thoughts and understandings on how
 genocides 

end and the search for justice.  
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R
w

anda, a central A
frican country, had been a B

elgian col-
ony. The B

elgians divided the people into various ethnic 
groups – the H

utu, Tutsi and Tw
a – and gave preference 

to the Tutsis, w
ho w

ere a m
inority group. Identity cards 

w
ere issued, a practice that continued even w

hen inde-
pendence w

as gained in the 1960s. A
lthough interm

ar-
riage w

as com
m

on, the perception of w
ho w

as H
utu and 

w
ho w

as Tutsi rem
ained.

The H
utus gained control of the country after independ-

ence, and a m
ore extrem

ist group of H
utus w

orked to 
seize pow

er. B
y rem

inding H
utus that Tutsis once held 

pow
er over them

 and forw
arding a belief that Tutsis w

ould 
one day try to take control again, the H

utus instilled a 
sense of fear. These fears w

ere heightened w
hen a group 

of Tutsis w
ho had been refugees in U

ganda began to re-
turn to R

w
anda. This began a series of battles, and the 

U
nited N

ations (U
N

) stepped in to try to negotiate a cease-
fire and peace agreem

ent. W
hen the president of 

R
w

anda’s plane w
as shot dow

n in 1994, the extrem
ist H

u-

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S
B

ooks:
•

S
hake H

ands w
ith the D

evil” by G
en. R

om
eo D

al-
laire 

•
“M

achete S
eason” by Jean H

atzfield 
•

“Leave N
one To Tell the S

tory: G
enocide in 

R
w

anda” by A
lison des Forges 

•
“W

e W
ish to Inform

 You that Tom
orrow

 W
e W

ill 
B

e K
illed W

ith O
ur Fam

ilies” by P
hilip G

ourevitch 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.pbs.org/w

gbh/pages/frontline/show
s/ghosts/ 

•http://w
w

w
.genocidearchiverw

anda.org.rw
/index.php/

W
elcom

e_to_G
enocide_A

rchive_R
w

anda 
• http://w

w
w

.yale.edu/gsp/rw
anda/index.htm

l 
• http://w

w
w

.rw
anda-genocide.org/index.htm

l 
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tus called for other H
utus to m

urder the Tutsis w
ithin 

R
w

anda. They had been preparing for this opportunity 
through the use of hate radio, form

ation of m
ilitia 

groups (Interham
w

e) and the dispersal of m
achetes. 

S
tarting in A

pril 1994, w
ithin a three-m

onth period, 
m

ore than 800,000 people w
ere m

urdered because of 
their ethnic identity. W

om
en w

ere system
atically raped. 

M
oderate H

utus w
ho attem

pted to help their fellow
 

R
w

andans also w
ere m

urdered. M
any sought refuge in 

churches, feeling asylum
 w

ould be granted, as the m
a-

jority of the country w
as C

hristian. Instead, m
any 

churches becam
e sites of m

ass m
urder. The killings 

ended w
hen a Tutsi arm

y, the R
w

anda P
atriotic Front 

(R
P

F), seized control.

A
lthough U

N
 forces led by G

eneral R
om

eo D
allaire had 

been in R
w

anda at the start of the killings, they w
ere 

prevented from
 acting by the organization. M

any W
est-

ern countries recalled their citizens through an em
er-

gency airlift. M
any diplom

ats, like the U
nited S

tates’ 
then-S

ecretary of S
tate W

arren C
hristopher, refused to 

call the actions “genocide” for fear the U
nited N

ations 
G

enocide C
onvention w

ould require greater action. 
These actions, and the silence of the w

orld despite 
m

any new
s reports of the killings, led the extrem

ist H
u-

tus to act w
ith a feeling of im

punity.

A crim
inal tribunal w

as established by the U
N

, and for 
the first tim

e, rape w
as recognized as a tool of geno-

cide. The w
ork of the International C

rim
inal Tribunal for 

R
w

anda continues to this day. A m
ore traditional form

 of 
justice, know

n as G
acaca, has also been im

plem
ented 

to help com
bat the backlog of cases and bring a sense 

of justice for all w
ho acted in the genocide. In 1998, 

U
.S

. P
resident B

ill C
linton visited R

w
anda and apolo-

gized for not acting at the tim
e.

C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the chapter titled, “H
olocaust in R

w
anda.” 

In this chapter, w
e m

eet G
loriose M

ukakanim
ba and 

learns of the com
plicity of form

er friends and neighbors 
in this genocide.  The close nature of the m

urders -- 
and the routinization of them

 -- m
ark this genocide in a 

new
 w

ay.  H
ow

 can a society rebuild after such an 
event?  H

ow
 does one find the ability to live next 

door to form
er killers?  W

hat role can reconciliation 
play in events of genocide?  
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The country now
 know

n as the D
em

ocratic R
epublic of the 

C
ongo (D

R
C

) has undergone m
any changes in the past 

125 years. A
s a B

elgian C
olony, it w

as know
n as the 

C
ongo Free S

tate. K
ing Leopold of B

elgium
, and those he 

sponsored, undertook m
any projects in this region. U

lti-
m

ately, how
ever, m

illions of C
ongolese died as a result of 

disease and brutal colonial policies. The B
elgian P

arlia-
m

ent took over the colony after international pressure; and 
in 1960, the colony gained independence and the coun-
try’s nam

e changed to the R
epublic of the C

ongo. A
fter a 

coup by M
obuto S

ese S
eko, the country w

as renam
ed Za-

ire.

A
fter the 1994 R

w
andan genocide, m

illions of H
utu refu-

gees —
 both guilty and innocent —

 fled into eastern Zaire, 
disrupting ethnic relations in the region. The genocidaire 
H

utus (FD
LR

) allied w
ith the arm

y of Zaire and attacked 
ethnic Tutsis. A Tutsi m

ilitia group, organized w
ith the 

R
w

andan and U
gandan arm

ies to fight against the H
utus, 

w
orked to seize control of the region’s resources and es-

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S

B
ooks:
•

“A
frica's W

orld W
ar: C

ongo, the R
w

andan G
enocide, and 

the M
aking of a C

ontinental C
atastrophe” by G

erard P
runier 

•
“D

ancing in the G
lory of M

onsters: The C
ollapse of the 

C
ongo and the G

reat W
ar of A

frica” by Jason S
tearns 

•
“A Thousand S

isters: M
y Journey into the W

orst P
lace on 

E
arth to B

e a W
om

an” by Lisa S
hannon 

•
“The C

ongo W
ars: C

onflict, M
yth and R

eality” by Thom
as 

Turner 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.genocideintervention.net/ 

• http://w
w

w
.enoughproject.org/ 

• http://w
w

w
.genocidew

atch.org/ 
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tablish a Tutsi-friendly governm
ent. This group (A

FD
L) 

w
as led by Laurent-D

ésiré K
abila. E

n route to the capi-
tal city of K

inshasa, K
abila’s forces and the R

w
andan 

arm
y m

urdered approxim
ately 200,000 H

utus in eastern 
C

ongo. In S
eptem

ber 1997, K
abila declared him

self 
president of the new

 D
em

ocratic R
epublic of the C

ongo.

A
fter a year of failing to address issues that led to the 

1996 w
ar, the new

 C
ongolese arm

y —
 backed by 

R
w

anda and U
ganda —

 rebelled, sparking a second 
w

ar know
n as the G

reat W
ar of A

frica. Zim
babw

e, A
n-

gola and N
am

ibia sent troops to aid K
abila. In the east, 

fighting had never ended; a range of arm
ed forces con-

tinued to perpetrate violence, including forced displace-
m

ent, abductions, looting, forceful recruitm
ent and use 

of child soldiers, and m
assive sexual assaults. A cease-

fire agreem
ent w

as signed in 1999 by all six A
frican na-

tions, as w
ell as the M

ovem
ent for the Liberation of 

C
ongo and C

ongolese R
ally for D

em
ocracy rebel 

groups. In 2001, Laurent-D
ésiré K

abila w
as assassi-

nated; his son Joseph K
abila took pow

er. That spring, 
the U

nited N
ations (U

N
) introduced a peacekeeping m

is-
sion, to oversee the ceasefire negotiated. In 2006, the 
D

R
C

 held its first m
ulti-party elections since 1960, m

ain-
taining Joseph K

abila’s pow
er.

D
espite the ceasefire and several peace agreem

ents 
brokered by the U

N
 and the U

nited S
tates over the last 

decade, violence continues across the D
R

C
. C

ontinued 

hostility, fed by inter-group violence, produced an envi-
ronm

ent w
here groups fear their existence is under 

threat and engage in pre-em
ptive attacks, resulting in a 

repeating cycle of violence. The conflict is com
plicated 

by a focus on gaining control of significant natural re-
sources, including diam

onds, copper, zinc and coltan. 
A

ccording to the U
N

, 27,000 sexual assaults w
ere re-

ported in 2006 in S
outh K

ivu P
rovince alone. In addi-

tion, the International R
escue C

om
m

ittee estim
ates 5.4 

m
illion people have died since 1998, m

ost from
 prevent-

able diseases as a result of the collapse of infrastruc-
ture, lack of food security, displacem

ent and destroyed 
health-care system

s.

D
espite setbacks, the International C

rim
inal C

ourt is 
w

orking to bring perpetrators to justice. In 2006, W
ar-

lord Thom
as Lubanga w

as accused of forcing children 
into active com

bat. In 2010, D
R

C
 form

er Vice P
resident 

Jean-P
ierre B

em
ba w

as charged w
ith letting his troops 

rape and kill in the C
entral A

frican R
epublic, and C

al-
lixte M

barushim
ana, the alleged executive secretary of 

the FD
LR

, w
as charged w

ith five counts of crim
es 

against hum
anity and six counts of w

ar crim
es. In 2011, 

R
w

andan H
utu rebel Ignace M

urw
anashyaka, head of 

the FD
LR

, and his deputy S
traton M

usoni w
ere charged 

w
ith 26 counts of crim

es against hum
anity and 39 

counts of w
ar crim

es.
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C
onnections to Literature: 

O
pen the K

indle application on your iP
ad.  S

elect the 
text G

enocide: A C
om

prehensive Introduction by A
dam

 
Jones. R

ead the section titled “The C
ongo “rubber ter-

ror””.

In this section w
e learn about the consequences of B

el-
gian colonialism

 on the C
ongo region. W

hat role does 
their violent history play in the current events 
there?

A
lso in Jones’ book, read the section titled, C

ongo and 
“A

frica’s First W
orld W

ar” in the chapter “H
olocaust in 

R
w

anda.” 

In this section the R
w

andan genocide is described as a 
“w

orld w
ar.” H

ow
 did the R

w
andan genocide affect 

the D
em

ocratic R
epublic of C

ongo [Zaire]? W
hat 

role did civilians play in this crisis?
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C
ivil w

ar has existed betw
een the northern and southern 

regions of S
udan for m

ore than a decade. The northern re-
gion, centered on the capital of K

hartoum
, is predom

i-
nantly m

ade up of M
uslim

s w
ho are ethnically A

rab, w
hile 

groups of C
hristians and anim

ists live in the south. The 
K

hartoum
 governm

ent under G
eneral O

m
ar al-B

ashir 
w

ished to create a m
ore Islam

ic-based governm
ent that 

w
as opposed by the southern groups and led to civil w

ar. 
N

ot until 2005, and w
ith heavy international influence, did 

the C
om

prehensive P
eace A

greem
ent end the tw

o-
decade-long civil w

ar that had resulted in m
ore than 2 m

il-
lion deaths and 4 m

illion displaced persons in the south. 
In the w

estern region of D
arfur, a rebel group sought to 

have the sam
e benefits and attacked a governm

ent out-
post in 2003. The governm

ent of S
udan reacted w

ith 
crushing brutality.

A
lthough the D

arfur region is predom
inantly M

uslim
, there 

w
ere econom

ic and tribal/ethnic differences in the region. 
E

conom
ically, the A

rab groups had been nom
adic herders 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S

B
ooks:
•

“N
ot on O

ur W
atch: The M

ission to E
nd G

enocide in 
D

arfur and B
eyond,” by D

on C
headle and John  

P
rendergast 

•
“D

arfur’s S
orrow

: A H
istory of D

estruction and G
eno-

cide,” by M
.W

. D
aly 

W
eb sites:  

• http://w
w

w
.genocideintervention.net/ 

• http://savedarfur.org/ 
• http://w

w
w

.enoughproject.org/ 
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w
hile the A

frican groups (such as the Fur, M
aasalit and 

Zaghaw
a) w

ere pastoralists. The S
udanese govern-

m
ent exploited these differences by arm

ing ethnic A
rab 

m
ilitia groups, know

n as the “Janjaw
eed,” to attack the 

ethnic A
frican groups. The governm

ent w
ould attack 

from
 the air, and then, the Janjaw

eed forces w
ould en-

act a scorched earth cam
paign, burning villages and 

poisoning w
ells. N

early 400,000 people have been 
killed, w

om
en have been system

atically raped and m
il-

lions of people have been displaced as a result of these 
actions.

In 2004, the U
nited S

tates governm
ent recognized 

these actions as genocide under the U
nited N

ations 
(U

N
) G

enocide C
onvention. C

rim
inal proceedings have 

begun w
ith the International C

rim
inal Tribunal, and both 

the A
frican U

nion and U
nited N

ations have sought to in-
troduce forces to stop the violence and aid the inter-
nally displaced, as w

ell as refugees w
ho fled to C

had. 
In M

arch 2009, the International C
rim

inal C
ourt issued 

an arrest w
arrant for S

udanese P
resident O

m
ar al-

B
ashir for directing a cam

paign of m
ass killing, rape 

and pillage against civilians in D
arfur, in addition to the 

outstanding w
arrants for form

er S
udanese M

inister of 
S

tate for the Interior A
hm

ad H
arun and Janjaw

eed m
ili-

tia leader A
li K

ushayb. D
espite this progress, according 

to U
N

 estim
ates, 2.7 m

illion D
arfuris rem

ain in internally 
displaced persons cam

ps and m
ore than 4.7 m

illion D
ar-

furis rely on hum
anitarian aid.

O
n July 9, 2011, S

outh S
udan becam

e the w
orld’s new

-
est country. W

hile this is a m
ajor step tow

ard ending 
the violence in S

udan, civilians across S
udan rem

ain at 
risk. S

ystem
atic violence against the people of D

arfur, 
as w

ell as in the disputed A
byei area and S

outhern 
K

ordofan, continues on a new
 political landscape al-

tered by the independence of S
outh S

udan.
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A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 I

R
ailroad car of the type use to transport Jew

s and others to concentration cam
ps and 

killing centers. C
redit: Perm

anent C
ollection of H

olocaust M
useum

 H
ouston.



Stam
p: Top Secret

30 copies 16th copy
M

inutes of discussion.

I. T
he follow

ing persons took part in the discussion about the 
final solution of the Jew

ish question w
hich took place in Berlin, 

am
 G

rossen W
annsee N

o. 56/58 on 20 January 1942.

G
auleiter D

r. M
E

Y
E

R
 and 

R
eichsam

tsleiter D
r. 

LE
IB

B
R

A
N

D
T

R
eich M

inistry for the O
ccupied 

E
astern territories

S
ecretary of S

tate D
r. 

S
TU

C
K

A
R

T
R

eich M
inistry for the Interior

S
ecretary of S

tate N
E

U
M

A
N

N
P

lenipotentiary for the Four Year 
P

lan

S
ecretary of S

tate D
r. Freisler

R
eich M

inistry of Justice

S
ecretary of S

tate D
r. B

ühler
O

ffice of the G
overnm

ent 
G

eneral

Source for the W
annsee Protocol: English translation of 

D
ocument No. NG-2586 (Nuremberg Government series of 

the Nuremberg documents), Office of the Chief Counsel of 
W

ar Crimes; reprinted in John M
endelsohn, ed., T

he 
H

olocaust: Selected D
ocuments in Eighteen Volumes. Vol. 11, 

New York: Garland, 1982, pp. 18-32.
Source of original German text: Politisches Archiv des 
Auswärtigen Amtes, Inland IIg 177 (T120 / 1512 / 
372024-28); reprinted in John M

endelsohn, ed., T
he 

H
olocaust: Selected D

ocuments in Eighteen Volumes. Vol. 11. 
New York: Garland, 1982, pp. 3-17.
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W
annsee P

rotocol

Image of the villa in which the W
annsee Conference was held. T

he minutes from 
this conference are today known as the W

annsee Protocol. 
C

redit: Education C
ollection of H

olocaust M
useum

 H
ouston



S
S

-G
ruppenfuehrer H

O
FM

A
N

N
R

ace and S
ettlem

ent M
ain 

O
ffice

S
S

-G
ruppenfuehrer M

U
E

LLE
R

 
and S

S
-O

bersturm
bannfuehrer 

E
IC

H
M

A
N

N
R

eich M
ain S

ecurity O
ffice

S
S

-O
berfuehrer D

r. 
S

C
H

O
E

N
G

A
R

TH
 C

hief of the 
S

ecurity P
olice and the S

D
 in 

the G
overnm

ent G
eneral

S
ecurity P

olice and S
D

S
S

-S
turm

bannfuehrer D
r. 

LA
N

G
E

 C
om

m
ander of the 

S
ecurity P

olice and the S
D

 for 
the G

eneral district Latvia, as 
deputy of the C

om
m

ander of the 
S

ecurity P
olice and the S

D
 for 

the R
eich C

om
m

issariat 
"E

astland".

S
ecurity P

olice and S
D

II. A
t the beginning of the discussion SS O

bergruppenfue-
hrer H

EY
D

R
IC

H
 gave inform

ation that the R
eich M

arshal 
had appointed him

 delegate for the preparations for the final 
solution of the Jew

ish problem
 in Europe and pointed out 

that this discussion had been called for the purpose of clarify-
ing fundam

ental questions. T
he w

ish of the R
eich M

arshal to 
have a draft sent to him

 concerning organisatory, factual and 
m

aterial interests in relation to the final solution of the Jew
-

ish problem
 in Europe, m

akes necessary an initial com
m

on 
action of all C

entral O
ffices im

m
ediately concerned w

ith 

these questions in order to bring their general activities into 
line.
H

e said that the R
eich Fuehrer-SS and the C

hief of the G
er-

m
an Police (C

hief of the Security Police and the SD
) w

as en-
trusted w

ith the official handling of the final solution of the 
Jew

ish problem
 centrally w

ithout regard to geographic bor-
ders.
T

he C
hief of the Security Police and the SD

 then gave a 
short report of the struggle w

hich has been carried on 
against this enem

y, the essential points being the follow
ing:

a) the expulsion of the Jew
s from

 every particular 
sphere of life of the G

erm
an people,

b) the expulsion of the Jew
s from

 the Lebensraum
 

of the G
erm

an people.
In carrying out these efforts, an increased and planned accel-
eration of the em

igration of Jew
s from

 the R
eich territory 

w
as started, as the only possible present solution.

By order of the R
eich M

arshal a R
eich C

entral O
ffice for 

Jew
ish em

igration w
as set up in January 1939 and the C

hief 
of the Security Police and SD

 w
as entrusted w

ith the m
anage-

m
ent. Its m

ost im
portant tasks w

ere
a) to m

ake all necessary arrangem
ents for the prepa-

ration for an increased em
igration of the Jew

s,
b) to direct the flow

 of im
m

igration,
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c) to hurry up the procedure of em
igration in each 

individual case.
T

he aim
 of all this being that of clearing the G

erm
an Le-

bensraum
 of Jew

s in a legal w
ay.

A
ll the O

ffices realized the draw
backs of such enforced accel-

erated em
igration. For the tim

e being they had, how
ever, tol-

erated it on account of the lack of other possible solutions of 
the problem

.
T

he w
ork concerned w

ith em
igration w

as, later on, not only 
a G

erm
an problem

, but also a problem
 w

ith w
hich the 

authorities of the countries to w
hich the flow

 of em
igrants 

w
as being directed w

ould have to deal. Financial difficulties, 
such as the dem

and for increasing sum
s of m

oney to be pre-
sented at the tim

e of the landing on the part of various for-
eign governm

ents, lack of shipping space, increasing restrict 
ion of entry perm

its, or canceling of such, extraordinarily in-
creased the difficulties of em

igration. In spite of these difficul-
ties 537 000 Jew

s w
ere sent out of the country betw

een the 
day of the seizure of pow

er and the deadline 31 O
ctober 

1941. O
f these as from

 30 January from
 G

erm
any proper ap-

prox. 360.000

T
he Jew

s them
selves, or rather their Jew

ish political organiza-
tions financed the em

igration. In order to avoid the possibil-
ity of the im

poverished Jew
s staying behind, action w

as taken 
to m

ake the w
ealthy Jew

s finance the evacuation of the needy 
Jew

s, this w
as arranged by im

posing a suitable tax, i.e. an em
i-

gration tax w
hich w

as used for the financial arrangem
ents in 

connection w
ith the em

igration of poor Jew
s, and w

as 
w

orked according to a ladder system
.

A
part from

 the necessary R
eichm

ark-exchange, foreign cur-
rency had to be presented at the tim

e of the landing. In order 
to save foreign exchange held by G

erm
any, the Jew

ish finan-
cial establishm

ents in foreign countries w
ere – w

ith the help 
of Jew

ish organizations in G
erm

any – m
ade responsible for 

arranging for an adequate am
ount of foreign currency. U

p to 
30 O

ctober 1941, the foreign Jew
s donated approx. $ 

9,500,000.
In the m

eantim
e the R

eich Fuehrer-SS and C
hief of the G

er-
m

an Police had prohibited em
igration of Jew

s for reasons of 
the dangers of an em

igration during w
ar-tim

e and considera-
tion of the possibilities in the East.

III. A
nother possible solution of the problem

 has now
 taken 

the place of em
igration, i.e. the evacuation of the Jew

s to the 
East, provided the Fuehrer agrees to this plan.
Such activities are, how

ever, to be considered as provisional 
actions, but practical experience is already being collected 
w

hich is of greatest im
portance in relation to the future final 

solution of the Jew
ish problem

.
A

pprox. 11,000,000 Jew
s w

ill be involved in this final solu-
tion of the European problem

, they are distributed as follow
s 

am
ong the countries:
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106

C
O

U
N

T
RY

N
U

M
BER

A
G

erm
any Proper

131,800

A
ustria

43,700

Eastern territories
420,000

G
eneral G

overnm
ent

2,284,000

Bialystok
400,000

Protectorate of Bohem
ia &

 M
oravia

74,2000

Estonia
free of Jew

s

Latvia
3,500

Lithuania
34,000

Belgium
43,000

D
enm

ark
5,600

France / occupied territory

               unoccupied territory

165,000

700,000

G
reece

69,600

N
etherlands

160,800

N
orw

ay
1,300

C
O

U
N

T
RY

 (C
O

N
T

’D
)

N
U

M
BER

B
Bulgaria

48,000

England
330,000

Finland
2,300

Ireland
4,000

Italy including Sardinia
58,000

A
lbania

200

C
roatia

40,000

Portugal
3,000

R
um

ania including Bessarabia
342,000

Sw
eden

8,000

Sw
itzerland

18,000

Serbia
10,000

Slovakia
88,000

Spain
6,000

Turkey (European Turkey)
55,500

H
ungary

742,800

U
SSR

5,000,000

U
kraine 2,994,684

W
hite R

ussia w
ith exception of 

Bialystok 446,484

TO
TAL O

V
ER

11,000,000



T
he num

ber of Jew
s given here for foreign countries in-

cludes, how
ever, only those Jew

s w
ho still adhere to the Jew

-
ish faith as the definition of the term

 "Jew
" according to ra-

cial principles is still partially m
issing there. T

he handling of 
the problem

 in the individual countries w
ill m

eet w
ith difficul-

ties due to the attitude end conception of the people there, 
especially in H

ungary and R
um

ania. T
hus, even today a Jew

 
can buy docum

ents in H
ungary w

hich w
ill officially prove his 

foreign citizenship.
T

he influence of the Jew
s in all w

alks of life in the U
SSR

 is 
w

ell know
n. A

pproxim
ately 5 m

illion Jew
s are living in the 

European R
ussia, and in A

siatic R
ussia scarcely 1/4 m

illion.
T

he breakdow
n of Jew

s residing in the European part of the 
U

SSR
, according to trades, w

as approxim
ately as follow

s:

U
nder proper guidance the Jew

s are now
 to be allocated for 

labor to the East in the course of the final solution. A
ble-

bodied Jew
s w

ill be taken in large labor colum
ns to these dis-

tricts for w
ork on roads, separated according to sexes, in the 

course of w
hich action a great part w

ill undoubtedly be elim
i-

nated by natural causes.
T

he possible final rem
nant w

ill, as it m
ust undoubtedly con-

sist of the toughest, have to be treated accordingly, as it is the 
product of natural selection, and w

ould, if liberated, act as a 
bud cell of a Jew

ish reconstruction (see historical experience).
In the course of the practical execution of this final settle-
m

ent of the problem
, Europe w

ill be cleaned up from
 the 

W
est to the East. G

erm
any proper, including the protectorate 

Bohem
ia and M

oravia, w
ill have to be handled first because 

of reasons of housing and other social-political necessities.
T

he evacuated Jew
s w

ill first be sent, group by group, into so-
called transit-ghettos from

 w
hich they w

ill be taken to the 
East.
SS-O

bergruppenfuehrer H
EY

D
R

IC
H

 w
ent on to say that an 

im
portant provision for the evacuation as such is the exact 

definition of the group of persons concerned in the m
atter.

It is intended not to evacuate Jew
s of m

ore than 65 years of 
age but to send them

 to an old- age-ghetto – T
heresienstadt 

is being considered for this purpose.
N

ext to these age-groups – of the 280,000 Jew
s still in G

er-
m

any proper and A
ustria on 31 O

ctober 1941, approxi-
m

ately 30%
 are over 65; Jew

s disabled on active duty and 
Jew

s w
ith w

ar decorations (Iron C
ross I) w

ill be accepted in 
the Jew

ish old-age-ghettos.
T

hrough such expedient solution the num
erous interventions 

w
ill be elim

inated w
ith one blow.
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in agriculture
9.1%

com
m

unal w
orkers

14,8%

in trade
20.0%

em
ployed by the state

23.4%

in private occupations such as m
edical 

profession, new
spapers, theater, etc.

32.7%



T
he carrying out of each single evacuation project of a 

larger extent w
ill start at a tim

e to be determ
ined chiefly by 

the m
ilitary developm

ent. R
egarding the handling of the fi-

nal solution in the European territories occupied and influ-
enced by us it w

as suggested that the com
petent officials of 

the Foreign O
ffice w

orking on these questions confer w
ith the 

com
petent "R

eferenten" from
 the Security Police and the SD

.

In Slovakia and C
roatia the difficulties arising from

 this ques-
tion have been considerably reduced, as the m

ost essential 
problem

s in this field have already been brought near to a so-
lution. In R

um
ania the G

overnm
ent in the m

eantim
e has 

also appointed a com
m

issioner for Jew
ish questions. In order 

to settle the question in H
ungary it is im

perative that an ad-
viser in Jew

ish questions be pressed upon the H
ungarian gov-

ernm
ent w

ithout too m
uch delay.

A
s regards the taking of preparatory steps to settle the ques-

tion in Italy SS- O
bergruppenfuehrer H

EY
D

R
IC

H
 consid-

ers it opportune to contact the chief of the police w
ith a view

 
to these problem

s.
In the occupied and unoccupied parts of France the registra-
tion of the Jew

s for evacuation can in all probability be ex-
pected to take place w

ithout great difficulties.
A

ssistant U
nder Secretary of State LU

T
H

ER
 in this connec-

tion calls attention to the fact that in som
e countries, such as 

the Scandinavian states, difficulties w
ill arise if these prob-

lem
s are dealt w

ith thoroughly and that it w
ill be therefore ad-

visable to defer action in these countries. Besides, considering 
the sm

all num
bers of Jew

s to be evacuated from
 these coun-

tries this deferm
ent m

eans not essential lim
itation.

O
n the other hand, the Foreign O

ffice anticipates no great 
difficulties as far as the South- East and the W

est of Europe 
are concerned.
SS-G

ruppenfuehrer H
O

FM
A

N
N

 intends to send an official 
from

 the M
ain R

ace and Settlem
ent O

ffice to H
ungary for 

general orientation at the tim
e w

hen the first active steps to 
bring up the question in this country w

ill be taken by the 
C

hief of the Security Police and the SD
. It w

as determ
ined 

officially to detail this official, w
ho is not supposed to w

ork ac-
tively, tem

porarily from
 the M

ain R
ace and Settlem

ent O
f-

fice as assistant to the police attaché.

IV. T
he im

plem
entation of the final solution-problem

 is sup-
posed to a certain extent to be based on the N

uernberg Law
s, 

in w
hich connection also the solution of the problem

s pre-
sented by the m

ixed-m
arriages and the persons of m

ixed 
blood is seen to be conditional to an absolutely final clarifica-
tion of the question.
T

he chief of the Security Police and the SD
 first discussed, 

w
ith reference to a letter from

 the C
hief of the R

eich C
han-

cellery, the follow
ing points theoretically:

1) Treatm
ent of Persons of M

ixed Blood of the first D
egree.

Persons of m
ixed blood of the first degree w

ill, as regards the 
final solution of the Jew

ish question, be treated as Jew
s.

From
 this treatm

ent the follow
ing persons w

ill be exem
pt:
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a) Persons of m
ixed blood of the first degree m

arried to 
persons of G

erm
an blood if their m

arriage has resulted 
in children (persons of m

ixed blood of the second de-
gree). Such persons of m

ixed blood of the second de-
gree are to be treated essentially as G

erm
ans.

b) Persons of m
ixed blood of the first degree to w

hom
 

up till now
 in any sphere of life w

hatsoever exem
ption 

licenses have been issued by the highest Party or State 
authorities.

Each individual case m
ust be exam

ined, in w
hich process it 

w
ill still be possible that a decision unfavorable to the persons 

of m
ixed blood can be passed.

In any such case only personal essential m
erit of the person 

of m
ixed blood m

ust be deem
ed a ground justifying the grant-

ing of an exem
ption. (N

et m
erits of the parent or of the part-

ner of G
erm

an blood.)
A

ny person of m
ixed blood of the first degree to w

hom
 ex-

em
ption from

 the evacuation is granted w
ill be sterilized – in 

order to elim
inate the possibility of offspring and to secure a 

final solution of the problem
 presented by the persons of 

m
ixed blood. T

he sterilization w
ill take place on a voluntary 

basis. But it w
ill be conditional to a perm

ission to stay in the 
R

eich. Follow
ing the sterilizations the "person of m

ixed 
blood" w

ill be liberated from
 all restrictive regulations w

hich 
have so far been im

posed upon him
.

2) Treatm
ent of Persons of M

ixed Blood of the Second D
e-

gree.

Persons of m
ixed blood of the second degree w

ill fundam
en-

tally be treated as persons of G
erm

an blood, w
ith exception 

of the follow
ing cases in w

hich persons of m
ixed blood of 

the second degree w
ill be treated as Jew

s:
a) T

he person of m
ixed blood of the second degree is 

the result of a m
arriage w

here both parents are persons 
of m

ixed blood.
b) T

he general appearance of the person of m
ixed 

blood of the second degree is racially particularly objec-
tionable so that he already outw

ardly m
ust be included 

am
ong the Jew

s.
c) T

he person of m
ixed blood of the second degree has 

a particularly bad police and political record sufficient 
to reveal that he feels and behaves like a Jew.

But also in these cases exceptions are not to be m
ade if the 

person of m
ixed blood of the second degree is m

arried to a 
person of G

erm
an blood.

3) M
arriages betw

een Full Jew
s and Persons of G

erm
an 

Blood.
H

ere it m
ust be decided from

 one individual case to another 
w

hether the Jew
ish partner is to be evacuated, or w

hether in 
consideration of the effects produced by such m

easure upon 
the G

erm
an relatives of the m

ixed m
arriage he is to be com

-
m

itted to a ghetto for aged Jew
s.

4) M
arriages betw

een Persons of M
ixed Blood of the First 

D
egree and Persons of G

erm
an Blood.
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a) W
ithout C

hildren. 
If no children have resulted from

 the m
arriage, the par-

ents of m
ixed blood of the first degree w

ill be evacuated 
or com

m
itted to a ghetto for old Jew

s. (T
he sam

e treat-
m

ent as in the case of m
arriages betw

een full Jew
s and 

persons of G
erm

an blood, Point 3).
b)W

ith C
hildren.

If the m
arriage has resulted in children (persons of m

ixed 
blood of the second degree) these children w

ill be evacuated 
or com

m
itted to a ghetto together w

ith the parents of m
ixed 

blood of the first degree, if they are to be treated as Jew
s. If 

the children are to be treated as G
erm

ans (regular cases) they 
w

ill be exem
pt from

 evacuation and in that case the sam
e ap-

plies to the parent of m
ixed blood of the first degree.

5) M
arriages betw

een Persons of M
ixed Blood of the First 

D
egree and Persons of M

ixed Blood of the First D
egree or 

Jew
s.

In the case of these m
arriages (including the children) all 

m
em

bers of the fam
ily w

ill be treated as Jew
s, therefore 

evacuated or com
m

itted to a ghetto for old Jew
s.

6) M
arriages betw

een Persons of M
ixed Blood of the First 

D
egree and Persons of M

ixed Blood of the Second D
egree.

Both partners w
ill be evacuated, regardless of w

hether or not 
they have children, or com

m
itted to a ghetto for old Jew

s, 
since as a rule these children w

ill racially reveal the ad- m
ix-

ture of Jew
ish blood m

ore strongly than persons of m
ixed 

blood of the second degree.

SS-G
ruppenfuehrer H

O
FM

A
N

N
 advocates the opinion that 

sterilization m
ust be applied on a large scale; in particular as 

the person of m
ixed blood placed before the alternative as 

w
hether to be evacuated or to be sterilized, w

ould rather sub-
m

it to the sterilization.
U

nder Secretary of State D
r. ST

U
C

K
A

RT
 m

aintains that 
the possible solutions enum

erated above for a clarification of 
the problem

s presented by m
ixed m

arriages and by persons 
of m

ixed blood w
hen translated into practice in this form

 
w

ould involve endless adm
inistrative w

ork. In the second 
place, as the biological facts cannot be disregarded in any 
case, it w

as suggested by D
r. ST

U
C

K
A

RT
 to proceed to 

forced sterilization.
Further, for the purpose of sim

plifying the problem
 of m

ixed 
m

arriages it w
ould be required to consider how

 it w
ould be 

possible to attain the object that the legislator can declare: 
"T

his m
arriage has been dissolved."

R
egarding the question of the effects produced by the evacua-

tion of the Jew
s on the econom

ic life, U
nder Secretary of 

State N
EU

M
A

N
N

 declared that the Jew
s assigned to w

ork in 
plants of im

portance for the w
ar could not be evacuated as 

long as no replacem
ent w

as available.
SS-O

bergruppenfuehrer H
EY

D
R

IC
H

 pointed out that be-
sides, according to the directives approved by him

 governing 
the carrying out of the evacuation program

 in operation at 
that tim

e, these Jew
s w

ould not be evacuated.
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U
nder Secretary of State D

r. BU
EH

LER
 stated that it w

ould 
be w

elcom
ed by the G

overnm
ent G

eneral if the im
plem

enta-
tion of the final solution of this question could start in the 
G

overnm
ent G

eneral, because the transportation problem
 

there w
as of no predom

inant im
portance and the progress of 

this action w
ould not be ham

pered by considerations con-
nected w

ith the supply of labor. T
he Jew

s had to be rem
oved 

as quickly as possible from
 the territory of the G

overnm
ent 

G
eneral because especially there the Jew

s represented an im
-

m
ense danger as a carrier of epidem

ics, and on the other 
hand w

ere perm
anently contributing to the disorganization 

of the econom
ic system

 of the country through black m
arket 

operations. M
oreover, out of the tw

o and a half m
illion Jew

s 
to be affected, the m

ajority of cases w
as unfit for w

ork.
U

nder Secretary of State BU
EH

LER
 further stated that the 

solution of the Jew
ish question in the G

overnm
ent G

eneral 
as far as the issuing of orders w

as concerned w
as dependent 

upon the chief of the Security Police and the SD
, his w

ork be-
ing supported by the adm

inistrative authorities of the G
ov-

ernm
ent G

eneral. H
e had this one request only, nam

ely that 
the Jew

ish question in this territory be solved as quickly as 
possible.
Tow

ards the end of the conference the various types of possi-
ble solutions w

ere discussed; in the course of this discussion 
G

auleiter D
r. M

EY
ER

 as w
ell as U

nder Secretary of State 
D

r. BU
EH

LER
 advocated the view

 that certain preparatory 
m

easures incidental to the carrying out of the final solution 
ought to be initiated im

m
ediately in the very territories under 

discussion, in w
hich process, how

ever, alarm
ing the popula-

tion m
ust be avoided.

W
ith the request to the persons present from

 the C
hief of the 

Security Police and the SD
 that they lend him

 appropriate as-
sistance in the carrying out of the tasks involved in the solu-
tion, the conference w

as adjourned.
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In the next few
 sections are m

aterials to use w
ith

the text S
alvaged P

ages:  Young W
riters’ D

iaries 
of the H

olocaust, edited by A
lexandra Zapruder.  

This text can be found on the K
indle application on 

each iP
ad.  

T
he 

next 
few

 
pages 

provide 
background 

inform
ation 

on 
each 

diarist; 
how

ever, 
the 

text 
provides 

m
ore 

com
plete 

inform
ation 

for 
the 

diarists.  A tim
eline is also included here as a point 

of reference for the unit of study on the H
olocaust 

that uses this text.
The background inform

ation and tim
eline included 

here also reference A
nne Frank, w

hose diary is not 
a part of the S

alvaged P
ages text.  M

any schools 
have class sets of her diary and m

ay w
ish to 

reference these.

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 II: 

P
R

IM
A

R
Y S

O
U

R
C

E
: 

S
A

LVA
G

E
D

 PA
G

E
S



A
nne Frank/A

m
sterdam

, H
olland (born June 12, 1929) – Though born in 

Frankfurt, A
nne’s fam

ily sought refuge in H
olland w

hen the N
azis cam

e to 
pow

er. G
erm

any invaded H
olland in 1940, though life for the Frank fam

ily 
continued nearly norm

ally until July 1942, w
hen M

argot (A
nne’s sister) w

as 
placed on a deportation list. The fam

ily w
ent into hiding and w

ere joined by 
the Van D

aan fam
ily (A

nne fell in love w
ith their son P

eter), and later by A
l-

bert D
ussel. Four people helped them

, bringing food, new
s and other 

needed supplies. O
n A

ug. 4, 1944, the G
estapo arrested the eight Jew

s 
w

ho w
ere hiding in the “S

ecret A
nnexe.” A

nne w
ould be sent to W

ester-
bork, A

uschw
itz and finally B

ergen-B
elsen, w

here she perished from
  ty-

phus in M
arch 1945. 

 A
nonym

ous B
oy/Lodz G

hetto, Poland (date of birth unknow
n) – W

ritten 
in the spring and sum

m
er of 1944, this diary w

as w
ritten in the m

argins and 
endpages of a book. A

t the tim
e of these w

ritings, the Lodz ghetto w
as the 

only Jew
ish ghetto still standing in occupied P

oland. The diarist w
rites of 

his father, w
ho died from

 starvation in the ghetto, and his sister. The diarist 
w

as fluent in four languages and m
oved betw

een them
 w

ith ease. In 
A

ugust 1944, the ghetto faced final liquidation. N
othing specific is know

n of 
the fate of this diarist, though it is believed he and his sister perished. 

A
nonym

ous G
irl/Lodz G

hetto, Poland (date of birth unknow
n) – W

e do 
not know

 the nam
e of this diarist, but w

e do know
 her parents and her tw

o 
siblings w

ere w
ith her in the ghetto. From

 the w
ritings, it is supposed that 

Link to Podcast
C

lick here to hear the editor of S
alvaged P

ages,    
A

lexandra Zapruder, discuss the process of creating 
this text.  It is a part of the U

S
H

M
M

’s ‘Voices on     
A

ntisem
itism

’ podcasts.
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she w
as the youngest in the fam

ily. The inhabitants of the Lodz ghetto 
w

ere forced to rely alm
ost entirely on allocations of necessary re-

sources from
 the G

erm
an authorities. For this reason, hunger, starva-

tion and death from
 m

alnutrition w
ere ram

pant in Lodz. M
any of the di-

ary entries reflect a grow
ing obsession w

ith food and the consequences 
of hunger and w

ant on her fam
ily. The diary ends in the m

iddle of a sen-
tence on M

arch 18, 1942; nothing specific is know
n of her fate. 

Elsa B
inder/Stanislaw

ow
, Poland (date of birth unknow

n) – W
hen 

W
orld W

ar II broke out, S
tanislaw

ow
 w

as located in the part of P
oland 

annexed by the S
oviet U

nion; the G
erm

ans w
ould invade this area in 

June 1941. W
hile relaying thoughts about her fam

ily and having her 
first boyfriend, E

lsa’s diary is very clear about death and its proxim
ity. 

H
er last entry w

as w
ritten in m

id-June 1942; the ghetto w
as liquidated 

in February 1943. It is certain that E
lsa and her fam

ily perished; her di-
ary w

as found in a ditch on the side of the road leading to the cem
etery, 

w
hich w

as the execution site for the S
tanislaw

ow
 Jew

s. 

A
lice Ehrm

ann/Terezin G
hetto, C

zechoslovakia (born M
ay 5, 1927) 

– A
lice did not have a Jew

ish upbringing, but she “alw
ays knew

 that 
she w

as Jew
ish.” S

he w
as classified by the N

azis as m
ischlinge and de-

ported to Terezin on July 13, 1943, though her diary begins in O
ctober 

1944. S
he reflects on the m

any events in Terezin: the visit by R
ed 

C
ross officials, the deportations, the trains that cam

e from
 A

uschw
itz 

near the end of the w
ar and liberation. A

lice and her sister returned to 
P

rague in m
id-June 1945. 

Peter Feigl/France (born M
arch 1, 1929) – S

ensing the rising threat of 
N

azism
 in E

urope, P
eter’s father had him

 baptized as a C
atholic in 

1937 in hopes it w
ould save him

 from
 persecution (P

eter’s fam
ily did 

not practice Judaism
, though culturally they w

ere Jew
ish). S

ent into hid-
ing alone in m

id-July 1942, P
eter’s diary reflects w

hat w
as happening 

around him
 and his deep sense of hope of connecting w

ith his parents 
soon. In M

ay 1944, an organization helped P
eter escape into neutral 

S
w

itzerland. In 1946, P
eter im

m
igrated to the U

nited S
tates. P

eter 
learned after the w

ar that his parents w
ere sent to A

uschw
itz-B

irkenau 
in S

eptem
ber 1942.

M
oshe Flinker/B

russels, B
elgium

 (born O
ct. 9, 1926) – M

oshe’s fam
-

ily lived in The H
ague in H

olland. A
fter receiving a deportation notice in 

July 1942, he and his fam
ily w

ent into hiding in B
russels under false 

identity papers that said they w
ere non-Jew

s. H
is diary reflects an in-

tense belief in G
od and the religious teachings of his faith. In M

ay 1944, 
he and his fam

ily w
ere turned in by an inform

er. M
oshe and his parents 

w
ere sent to A

uschw
itz-B

irkenau w
here they w

ere m
urdered. 

Petr G
inz/Terezin G

hetto, C
zechoslovakia (born Feb. 1, 1928) – P

etr 
G

inz and his sister E
va G

inzová w
ere classified as m

ischlinge by the 
N

azis w
hen they took control of C

zechoslovakia in 1939. H
is fam

ily w
as 

separated during the w
ar, w

ith P
etr being deported to the Terezin 

ghetto in O
ctober 1942. P

etr’s diary is not in the form
 of a narrative; in-

stead, it is com
posed of tw

o parts: “plans” and “reports” relating to his 
goals and the m

eeting of those goals, each m
onth. P

etr w
as the editor 

of the secret publication “Vedem
.” In S

eptem
ber 1944, P

etr and his 
cousin P

avel w
ere placed on a transport to B

irkenau. P
etr w

as m
ur-

dered in the gas cham
bers upon arrival. 

Eva G
inzová/Terezin G

hetto, C
zechoslovakia (born Feb. 21, 1930) – 

E
va G

inzová and her brother P
etr G

inz w
ere classified as m

ischlinge 
by the N

azis w
hen they took control of C

zechoslovakia in 1939. E
va’s 

brother w
as deported to Terezin in O

ctober 1942; she w
as deported to 

the sam
e ghetto in M

ay 1944. U
nlike her brother, E

va’s diary w
as in nar-

rative form
 and described life inside Terezin: living in a collective hom

e, 
being m

oved around as new
 arrivals cam

e and being placed on labor 
details. S

he also w
rites m

uch about her feelings of separation from
 her 

fam
ily, especially about P

etr after his deportation. H
er father w

as sent 
to Terezin in February 1945. In A

pril 1945, as prisoners from
 further 

east w
ere sent w

est to Terezin, an aw
areness of the “Final S

olution” be-
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gan to be apparent in E
va’s w

ritings. S
he w

as in Terezin w
hen it w

as 
liberated by the S

oviet arm
y in M

ay 1945. 

Elisabeth K
aufm

ann/Paris, France (born M
arch 7, 1924) – E

lisabeth 
began her diary w

hile a refugee in France, and it reflects on the difficul-
ties of being a refugee and the rise of xenophobia in France. The inva-
sion of France by N

azi G
erm

any in the spring of 1940 led E
lisabeth and 

her m
other to flee to the south of France. A

fter having been an au pair 
for the fam

ily of P
astor A

ndré Trocm
é, E

lisabeth w
as told by her father 

to go to Lyons as visas had com
e through for the U

nited S
tates. H

er 
fam

ily im
m

igrated to the U
nited S

tates, arriving there in early 1942. 

M
iriam

 K
orber/Transnistria, R

om
ania (born 1923) – M

iriam
’s diary is 

unique am
ong those in the text “S

alvaged P
ages” because it w

as w
rit-

ten in R
om

ania, w
here the fascist regim

e there carried out the genocide 
of its ow

n Jew
ish population. In O

ctober 1941, Jew
s, including M

iriam
 

and her fam
ily, w

ere forced from
 their tow

ns to an area know
n as 

Transnistria, w
here the Jew

s w
ere left to die in unsealed ghettos 

through exposure and hunger. M
iriam

’s fam
ily settled into the ghetto of 

D
jurin. U

pon her father’s deportation in O
ctober 1943, she stopped w

rit-
ing. M

iriam
 survived the w

ar and returned hom
e in M

ay 1944; her im
m

e-
diate fam

ily survived, though her extended fam
ily w

as decim
ated by the 

w
ar. 

K
laus Langer/Essen, G

erm
any (born A

pril 12, 1924) – K
laus began 

his diary in M
arch 1937. The entries reflect on the events that occurred 

in N
azi G

erm
any and efforts to em

igrate. O
n S

ept. 2, 1939, K
laus w

as 
able to em

igrate w
ith a group of 300 other Jew

ish youngsters, after hav-
ing been abruptly separated from

 his parents and grandm
other, none of 

w
hom

 he ever saw
 again. 

D
aw

id R
ubinow

icz/K
rajno, Poland (born July 27, 1927) – D

aw
id’s di-

ary opens w
ithout any introduction, sim

ilar to other diaries. A
s the diary 

progresses, D
aw

id show
s his grow

ing responsibilities w
hen he created 

the distribution list for rations or traveled betw
een tow

ns w
ith new

s and 

inform
ation. H

is entries discuss w
hat w

as happening around him
. In 

June, his diary ends in the m
idst of a sentence; the rem

aining pages of 
his final notebook are m

issing. In S
eptem

ber 1942, the Jew
ish resi-

dents of this area w
ere m

arched to another tow
n, placed in cattle cars 

and transported to the death cam
p of Treblinka. It is believed that 

D
aw

id and his fam
ily w

ere am
ong them

. 

Yitskhok R
udashevski/Vilna G

hetto, Lithuania (born D
ec. 10, 1927) 

– Lithuania w
as annexed by the S

oviet U
nion in 1940. In June 1941, 

the G
erm

ans invaded the S
oviet U

nion and established a ghetto in 
Vilna three m

onths later. Yitskhok’s diary covers the intellectual and cul-
tural life of the ghetto’s youth, including efforts by the young people to 
record the ghetto’s history and folklore. H

is diary reflects on the m
ass 

executions that w
ere happening in P

onar (a nearby forest). W
hen the 

N
azis m

oved to liquidate the ghetto, Yitskhok and his fam
ily w

ent into 
hiding, but w

ere discovered w
ithin tw

o w
eeks. They w

ere taken to 
P

onar, w
here they w

ere shot and killed. 

O
tto W

olf/O
lom

ouc, C
zechoslovakia (born June 5, 1927) – O

tto had 
tw

o older siblings, Felicitas (nicknam
ed Lici or Licka) and K

urt. In June 
1941, the N

azis began to deport C
zech Jew

s to the Terezín ghetto. 
W

hen the deportation notice cam
e for O

tto and his fam
ily, they decided 

to go into hiding in area w
oods. A local gardener, Jaroslav Zdaril (called 

S
lávek in the diary) helped his fam

ily for nearly tw
o years, providing 

them
 w

ith shelter, supplies, food and occasional new
s of the w

ar and 
the outside w

orld. In the spring of 1944, tensions betw
een the W

olfs 
and S

lávek led to the W
olfs seeking a new

 hideout. O
n A

pril 18, 1945, 
O

tto w
as caught by the G

estapo in a raid on the village. O
tto w

as tor-
tured by the G

estapo, but refused to tell w
here his fam

ily w
as or w

ho 
had been helping them

. H
e w

as shot tw
o days after being captured in a 

nearby forest, his body being burned w
here it lay. 

N
ote: The film

 “I’m
 S

till H
ere” is based on the book “S

alvaged P
ages;” 

how
ever, the follow

ing diarists w
hose w

ritings are in that book are not 
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depicted in the film
: A

nonym
ous B

oy, A
lice E

hrm
ann, M

oshe Flinker 
and O

tto W
olf. Ilya G

erber is depicted in the film
, but none of his diary 

entries w
ere selected for this activity. 

116



This tim
eline provides the context of the H

olocaust 
(1933 – 1945) for use w

ith this activity. The highlighted 
lines specifically reference an event experienced by 
one of the diarists w

hose w
ritings are the basis for this 

activity. A m
ore com

plete tim
eline for the H

olocaust can 
be found at H

olocaust M
useum

 H
ouston’s W

eb site. 

1933
Jan. 30

A
dolf H

itler appointed chancellor of G
erm

any.

M
ay 10

P
ublic burnings of books authored by Jew

s, those of 
Jew

ish origin and opponents of N
azism

.

1934
S

pring

The Frank fam
ily reunites in A

m
sterdam

, having sought 
refuge from

 N
azi G

erm
any. 

1935
S

ept. 15

“N
urem

berg Law
s,” anti-Jew

ish racial law
s, enacted. 

Jew
s could no longer be G

erm
an citizens, m

arry A
ry-

ans, fly the G
erm

an flag and hire G
erm

an m
aids under 

the age of 45.

N
ov. 14

G
erm

any defines Jew
s as anyone w

ith three Jew
ish 

grandparents or som
eone w

ith tw
o Jew

ish grandpar-
ents w

ho has identified him
self/herself as a Jew

 in one 
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of the follow
ing w

ays: (a) belonging to the official Jew
-

ish com
m

unity; (b) being m
arried to a Jew

 or (c) being 
the child of a Jew

ish parent.

1936
S

um
m

er

B
erlin O

lym
pics held.

1938
M

arch 13

A
nschluss: A

nnexation of A
ustria by G

erm
any; all G

er-
m

an antisem
itic decrees im

m
ediately applied in A

ustria.

Fall

E
lisabeth K

aufm
ann and her fam

ily flee A
ustria after its 

annexation by the G
erm

ans and seek refuge in France.

N
ov. 9-10

K
ristallnacht (N

ight of the B
roken G

lass): anti-Jew
ish 

pogrom
 in G

erm
any and A

ustria. 200 synagogues de-
stroyed. 7,500 Jew

ish shops looted and 30,000 m
ale 

Jew
s sent to concentration cam

ps (D
achau, B

uchen-
w

ald and S
achsenhausen).

1939
Jan. 30

H
itler threatens in R

eichstag speech that, if w
ar erupts, 

it w
ill m

ean the Vernichtung (exterm
ination) of E

uro-
pean Jew

s.

S
ept. 1

B
eginning of W

orld W
ar II: G

erm
any invades P

oland.

1940
M

ay 10

G
erm

any invades H
olland, B

elgium
 and France.

June

E
lisabeth K

aufm
ann and her m

other flee to the south of 
France after the invasion.

1941
June 

O
tto W

olf and his fam
ily go into hiding in the forest 

around their tow
n in C

zechoslovakia. 

June 22
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G
erm

any invades the S
oviet U

nion.

E
nd of June

N
azi E

insatzgruppen (special m
obile killing units) carry 

out m
ass m

urder of Jew
s in areas of S

oviet U
nion occu-

pied by G
erm

an arm
y w

ith the assistance of local po-
lice.

S
ept. 1

Jew
s in Third R

eich required to w
ear yellow

 S
tar of 

D
avid as distinguishing m

ark.

S
eptem

ber

The Jew
ish residents from

 the area in w
hich D

aw
id 

R
ubinow

icz and his fam
ily w

ere from
 w

ere m
arched to 

another tow
n, placed in cattle cars and transported to 

the death cam
p of Treblinka. It is believed that D

aw
id 

and his fam
ily w

ere am
ong them

. 

N
ov.4

M
iriam

 K
orber and her fam

ily arrive in Transnistria and 
m

ove into the ghetto of D
jurin. 

D
ec. 7

Japanese attack on P
earl H

arbor.  The U
.S

. form
ally en-

ters the w
ar.

1942
Jan. 20

W
annsee C

onference: H
eydrich reveals official, system

-
atic plan to m

urder all Jew
s.

M
arch 18

The A
nonym

ous G
irl’s diary ends m

id-sentence on this 
date. N

othing specific is know
n of her fate. 

E
arly S

pring

E
lisabeth K

aufm
ann and her fam

ily arrive in Virginia 
B

each, VA
.

July

M
oshe Flinker and his fam

ily m
ove to B

russels, B
el-

gium
, hiding in this city under false identity papers that 

stated they w
ere not Jew

ish.

July 6

A
nne Frank and her fam

ily go into hiding at the “S
ecret 

A
nnexe.”

O
ctober

P
etr G

inz deported to the Terezin G
hetto.
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1943
A

pril 19

W
arsaw

 G
hetto revolt begins as G

erm
ans attem

pt to liq-
uidate 70,000 ghetto inhabitants; Jew

ish underground 
fights N

azis until early June.

M
ay

M
oshe Flinker and his fam

ily are caught in B
russels 

and taken to the B
elgian transit cam

p M
alines. From

 
there, he and his parents w

ere sent to A
uschw

itz-
B

irkenau w
here they w

ere im
m

ediately sent to the gas 
cham

bers.

July

E
lsa B

inder’s diary is found in a ditch on the side of the 
road leading to the cem

etery, w
hich w

as the execution 
site for the S

tanislaw
ow

 Jew
s. 

July 13

A
lice E

hrm
ann deported to Terezin G

hetto.

O
ctober

Yitskhok R
udashevski and his fam

ily w
ere taken to 

P
onar, w

here they w
ere shot to death. 

1944
M

ay

E
va G

inzová deported to the Terezin G
hetto. 

M
ay 2

M
iriam

 K
orber arrives back into her hom

e tow
n, having 

taken tw
o w

eeks to w
alk there after the S

oviet arm
y 

had entered R
om

ania. 

June 6

A
llied invasion of N

orm
andy (D

-D
ay).

A
ug. 8

Follow
ing inform

ation provided by an inform
er, A

nne 
Frank and the other inhabitants of the “S

ecret A
nnexe” 

are arrested and sent to W
esterbork. 

A
ugust

The Lodz G
hetto faces its final liquidation by the G

er-
m

ans. It is believed that the A
nonym

ous B
oy and his 

sister perished after this. 

S
eptem

ber

P
etr G

inz is deported to A
uschw

itz-B
irkenau. H

is fam
ily 

w
ould learn after the w

ar that he w
as m

urdered upon ar-
rival in the gas cham

bers.
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1945
Jan. 17

E
vacuation of A

uschw
itz; beginning of death m

arch for 
66,000 cam

p inm
ates.

M
arch

A
nne Frank dies in B

ergen B
elsen cam

p. 

A
pril

S
oviet A

rm
y enters G

erm
any from

 E
ast; A

llies enter 
from

 W
est.

A
pril 18

O
tto W

olf is captured by the G
estapo. H

e is m
urdered 

tw
o days later. 

A
pril 30

H
itler com

m
its suicide.

M
ay 8

The S
oviet arm

y liberates Terezin; a few
 days later E

va 
G

inzová and her father return hom
e to P

rague. 

M
ay 8

G
erm

any surrenders; ending the Third R
eich.

June

A
lice E

hrm
ann and her sister return to P

rague from
 the 

Terezin G
hetto.
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C
onnecting to A

rt: Peter G
inz

B
orn February 1, 1928, P

eter G
inz w

as 16 years old 
w

hen he w
as m

urdered in A
uschw

itz.  

P
eter kept a diary, founded and contributed to the liter-

ary m
agazine Vedem

 w
hile im

prisoned in the Terezín 
G

hetto and created artw
ork, such as M

oon Landscape 
(pictured left).  A copy of this draw

ing accom
panied Is-

raeli astronaut Ilan R
am

on on the ill-fated S
pace S

hut-
tle C

olum
bia flight. In 2007, P

eter’s diary w
as translated 

and published in E
nglish.
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W
hy K

eep a D
iary?

U
sing the diary entries below

, consider these tw
o ques-

tions:

1. W
hat purpose did each diarist give in keeping his/

her diary? 
 H

ow
 could you categorize these pur-

poses?

2.D
oes the purpose of a diary affect its usefulness as a 

prim
ary source to be used by historians?

__________________
M

iriam
 K

orber (July 15, 1942)

P
ierre (P

eter) Feigl (A
ugust 27, 1942)

M
oshe Flinker (N

ovem
ber 24, 1942)

P
etr G

inz (February 9, 1944)

A
nonym

ous B
oy (M

ay 15, 1944)

E
va G

inzova (June 24, 1944)

A
lice E

hrm
ann (N

ovem
ber 1, 1944)

H
ow

 D
id N

azi O
ccupation and Policies 

A
ffect Life and R

elationships?
U

sing the diary entries below
, consider these three 

questions:

1. W
hat perspectives about living under N

azi occupa-
tion are granted through the reading of these entries?  
H

ow
 are the experiences sim

ilar?  H
ow

 are they dif-
ferent?  W

hat m
ight account for each of these?

2.Life under N
azi occupation altered relationships peo-

ple had w
ith others, to include fam

ily, friends and 
teachers.  W

hat changes are evident in the entries?  
W

hy do you think these changes cam
e about during 

this tim
e?

3.W
hat em

otions do the diarists exhibit w
hen describ-

ing their experiences?

_____________
K

laus Langer (N
ovem

ber 16, 1938)

D
aw

id R
ubinow

icz (M
arch 21, 1940)

E
lisabeth K

aufm
ann (June 9, 1940)

Yitskhok R
udashevski (July 8 1941)

E
lsa B

inder (D
ecem

ber 23, 1941)

M
iriam

 K
orber (D

ecem
ber 26, 1941)

A
nonym

ous G
irl (M

arch 10, 1942)

O
tto W

olf (June 24, 1942)
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W
hat A

w
areness 

of 
the 

“Final 
Solu-

tion” Existed?
U

sing the diary entries below
, consider these tw

o ques-
tions:

1. These entries reflect a grow
ing aw

areness of the 
m

ass 
m

urder 
program

 
the 

N
azis 

w
ere 

enacting 
against Jew

ish people -- know
n as the “Final S

olu-
tion.”  H

ow
 did the diarists learn of this program

?

2.In w
hat w

ay does each diarist personalize (or not per-
sonalize) that inform

ation?

________________________
E

lsa B
inder (January 13, 1942)

M
oshe Flinker (D

ecem
ber 22, 1942)

Yitskhok R
udashevski (A

pril 5, 1943)

E
va G

inzova (A
pril 23, 1945)

H
ow

 D
id H

unger A
ffect People?

U
sing the diary entries below

, consider these tw
o ques-

tions:

1. Jew
ish people living under N

azi occupation had to 
rely on them

selves, others and even the N
azis for 

food rations.  This group received significantly less 
food than any other group, in part due to the policies 
of the “Final S

olution.” 
 Young people w

rote about 
these experiences.  W

hat does each of these entries 
have to say about food and hunger?

2.W
hat w

ere the possible effects of not having enough 
food?  H

ow
 could this have affected daily life, em

o-
tions and/or survival?

______________________
M

iriam
 K

orber (January 21, 1942)

A
nonym

ous G
irl (February 24, 1942; actually Feb. 27)

O
tto W

olf (July 4, 1942)

Yitskhok R
udashevski (January 7, 1943)

P
etr G

inz (M
arch 1944)
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W
hat W

as School Like D
uring the H

olo-
caust?
U

sing the diary entries below
, consider these tw

o ques-
tions:

1. E
ach of the diarists below

 believed education w
as im

-
portant.  W

hy do you think this w
as so?

2.In w
hat w

ay are the assignm
ents / activities that 

these 
students 

engaged 
in 

sim
ilar 

or 
different 

to 
those students engage in today?

_____________________
D

aw
id R

ubinow
icz (A

ugust 12, 1940)

Yitskhok R
udashevski (O

ctober 5, 1942)

P
etr G

inz (N
ovem

ber 1943)

P
etr G

inz (February 8, 1944)

E
va G

inzova (July 1, 1944)

D
id A

ny Issues of Faith A
rise U

nder 
N

azi C
ontrol?

U
sing the diary entries below

, consider these tw
o ques-

tions:

1. W
hat issues related to faith did som

e of those living 
during the H

olocaust face?

2.W
hat requests are the diarists m

aking of their faith?

__________________
M

oshe Flinker (February 12, 1942)

M
iriam

 K
orber (O

ctober 10, 1943)

A
nonym

ous B
oy (U

ndated E
ntry, 1944)
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D
id People Think A

bout Life A
fter the 

W
ar?

U
sing the diary entries below

, consider these tw
o ques-

tions:

1. W
hat life plans do the diarists w

rite about for after 
the w

ar?

2.W
hat em

otions do the diarists exhibit w
hen describ-

ing their hopes? 

___________________
E

lsa B
inder (D

ecem
ber 31, 1941)

A
nonym

ous G
irl (M

arch 7, 1942)

Yitskhok R
udashevski (D

ecem
ber 10, 1942)

M
oshe Flinker (D

ecem
ber 18, 1942)

A
nonym

ous B
oy (July 7, 1944)
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C
om

posed by Law
rence S

iegel, this piece of m
usic 

takes listeners to and through the H
olocaust.  The 

com
poser uses the actual w

ords of survivors as the 
w

ords that are set to m
usic.  

Through listening to this choral piece, you w
ill learn m

uch 
about the life of E

uropean Jew
ish people during the first 

half of the 20th century – from
 fam

ily life before the w
ar, 

to the terror of the H
olocaust, to rebuilding a life after the 

H
olocaust.

The haunting piece “Litany” is an oratorial of nam
es, birth 

places and death locations.  The dissonance of the piece 
often leads to a cognitive dissonance for the listener.  

U
ltim

ately, K
addish ends w

ith the trium
ph one survivor 

feels w
hen she returns to A

uschw
itz decades later w

ith 
her m

ulti-generational fam
ily. 

The program
’s W

eb site is at http://kaddishproject.org/.  

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 III: 

K
A

D
D

IS
H

/                    
I A

M
 H

E
R

E
IN

C
O

R
P

O
R

ATIN
G

 M
U

S
IC

                               

A
rtw

ork credit: ©
 Leslie Starobin, used w

ith perm
ission



T
his m

ovem
ent in K

A
D

D
ISH

 
extends the them

e of “T
he 

W
orld Before.”  Before the H

olo-
caust destroyed it, there had 
been a thriving Jew

ish culture in 
Eastern Europe and the areas of 
w

estern R
ussia, U

kraine, W
hite 

R
ussia, etc. – som

e areas of 
w

hich w
ere know

n in C
zarist 

tim
es as the “T

he Pale of Set-
tlem

ent.”  T
his w

as a culture 
that had existed for hundreds of 
years and has com

e to be know
n 

as  shtetl culture, nam
ed for the 

Yiddish w
ord for a sm

all tow
n.  T

here w
as a diversity of Jew

-
ish life: urban and rural, as w

ell as rich and poor.

R
egardless of social class or other circum

stances, Jew
s w

ere 
segregated from

 the m
ainstream

 by both practice and law.  

T
here w

as som
e interaction – 

som
etim

es benevolent, som
e-

tim
es violent – betw

een shtetl 
Jew

s and their C
hristian neigh-

bors.  H
ow

ever, in the m
ain, 

these societies led separate exis-
tences.  W

hat is left now
 is only 

the m
em

ory, transferred to us 
in fragm

ents:  the paintings of 
M

arc C
hagall, the stories of 

Sholem
 A

leichem
 and Isaac 

Bashevis Singer, the echoes of 
K

lezm
er m

usic, a few
 scattered 

folk tunes and dances – all 
popularized and som

ew
hat hom

ogenized by productions like 
Jerry Bock and Sheldon H

arrick’s m
usical Fiddler on the 

R
oof.  

128

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 1

Like C
herries in the W

inter
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T
he libretto text to this m

ovem
ent show

s the richness of pre-
w

ar Jew
ish life, socially and econom

ically.  Jew
ish life w

as of-
ten a life of poverty, but containing m

any satisfactions.  Fam
-

ily roles w
ere w

ell defined by tradition.  T
he father is identi-

fied as a “learned m
an,” since it w

as considered the first duty 
of every m

ale Jew
 to spend tim

e studying the Torah, the an-
cient body of the Jew

ish law, as w
ell as the Talm

ud, the nu-
m

erous w
ritten com

m
entaries on those law

s.  T
he m

other 
took care of the hom

e and also at least part of the business.  
H

ere, it is she w
ho goes to the city to sell the produce of the 

farm
.   T

he son helped the father, learned the prayers and 
studied the Torah, w

hile the daughter helped her m
other, 

learning both business and household crafts.  A
ll dutifully 

w
aited and w

orked for the arrival of the M
essiah, w

ho w
ould 

establish G
-d’s rule on Earth am

id a lasting peace.

By the end of the nineteenth century, this society w
as already 

beginning to fragm
ent due to severe social and political re-

pression, the pressure of Eastern European pogrom
s and re-

settlem
ent program

s.  Em
igration to the W

est, particularly to 
the U

nited States, had already begun in large m
easure and 

continued to the beginning of W
orld W

ar I.  T
his m

igration 
w

as restricted after W
orld W

ar I by the quotas im
posed in the 

receiving countries.  In the 1940’s, w
hen the N

azis arrived, 
em

igration w
as ended alm

ost com
pletely.   

A
s you consider “Like C

herries in the W
inter,” think about 

the depth of w
hat w

as lost during the H
olocaust:  lives, to be 

sure, but also w
ays of life and entire com

m
unities.  
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LIB
R

E
T

T
O

 T
E

X
T

 T
O

LIK
E

 C
H

E
R

R
IE

S IN
 T

H
E

 W
IN

T
E

R

(M
ovem

ent 2 of K
addish by Larry Siegel)

C
horus:

M
aybe I did not have certain things,

Like cherries in the w
inter…

M
y father w

as a learned m
an.

W
e celebrated all the holidays.

M
y m

other cooked –
T

he arom
a of the w

onderful baking of challah,
A

nd everything:
It w

as a very nice life.

T
he life before:

W
e had a sm

all farm
.  

I w
as poor, hungry, and hated.

M
y m

other w
ould go to the city about W

ednesday.
She w

ould take som
e butter and som

e chickens and som
e 

honey,
A

nd sell it all,
A

nd then buy som
e supplies,

For Saturday, for the fam
ily.

She w
ould com

e hom
e T

hursday,
A

nd then Friday she w
ould m

ix it, and bake it, and so on.

W
e could be on the horse and w

agon,
A

nd it rained, or snow
ed

O
r sleet or w

hatever
cam

e a certain tim
e

m
y father w

ould stop the horse,
get off the w

agon
face east:

Sham
a! Yisroel!	

	
	

(translation)	
 H

ear, O
h Israel

A
donoi Eluhenu,	

	
	

	
	

   T
he Lord, our G

od,
A

donoi Ehud.		
	

	
	

	
	

T
he Lord is O

ne.

W
e had prayers for everything

A
nd I learned the M

essiah w
ill com

e
O

nly w
hen w

e deserve it.
T

his is w
hat w

e w
ere trained for

A
nd I w

as a good student.

Source:  N
aom

i W
., Bill M

., Joseph K
.

C
opyright 2008 by Law

rence Siegel.  U
sed by perm

ission of 
the author.
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Activity O
ne:  Pre-w

ar Jew
ish Life Photography

A
s you consider this piece of m

usic, it is helpful to use the 
U

SH
M

M
 photo archives to study pre-w

ar Jew
ish life in 

Europe.    
H

ow
 do you find the pictures?  A

t the U
SH

M
M

 W
eb site’s 

hom
epage, scroll dow

n, and look on the left for the “R
e-

search” section.  C
lick on “C

ollections and A
rchives,” and 

then select “Photo archives”.  C
lick on “search on-line cata-

log,” then fill in the search boxes (be sure in the “type” box to 
select historical photo!) w

ith one of the keyw
ords that inter-

ests you from
 the list created in class.  T

here are thousands of 
photographs, so be sure to use the keyw

ords to narrow
 your 

search.  
In selecting photos to view, follow

 these guidelines:  
•

O
ne or m

ore persons m
ust be in the photo, 

•
T

he photo cannot be w
hat’s classified as a portrait; and 

•
T

he photo m
ust include the date and place it w

as taken 
and be prior to W

orld W
ar II.  Be prepared to locate 

this tow
n on the m

ap of Europe in the classroom
.  Be-

w
are photos of fam

ilies on vacation; often these tow
ns 

do not lend them
selves to doing the research in Part 

Tw
o.  A

lso, please note that Shanghai is in C
hina and 

that photographs from
 displaced persons cam

ps are 
from

 after the w
ar.  

You m
ay w

ish to note the photo num
ber the U

SH
M

M
 has 

assigned to the photograph in case you w
ish to return to view

 
the photo on-line. 

Select tw
o photographs to research further and save them

 to 
your iPad2.   

Activity T
w

o:  E
xam

ine pre-w
ar Jew

ish Life
A

nsw
er the follow

ing questions on a separate sheet of paper.  
U

se the U
SH

M
M

 W
eb site and other reputable W

eb sites to 
accom

plish this.  
1.

H
ow

 large w
as the tow

n’s / city’s Jew
ish population 

before and after the w
ar?  If exact num

bers are not 
available, look for inform

ation on the fate of the Jew
s 

of this tow
n/city.  If you aren’t able to locate your 

tow
n / city inform

ation, see your teacher for an alter-
nate w

ay to com
plete this assignm

ent.  
2.

H
ow

 long had Jew
s been living in that tow

n or city 
(e.g., since w

hich century)?
3.

W
here is (w

as) that tow
n / city located prior to W

orld 
W

ar II?  A
gain, you w

ill be expected to be able to find 
this tow

n / city on a m
ap of Europe.  You m

ay w
ish 

to do a separate on-line search to locate the latitude 
and longitude of the tow

n / city.  
4.

W
hen and how

 did the tow
n / city com

e under N
azi 

rule?  

T
his U

SH
M

M
 encyclopedia article provides inform

ation 
about Jew

ish Population of Europe in 1933; at the bottom
 of 
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the page there are links to other relevant encyclopedia arti-
cles.  

Activity T
hree: E

xam
ine your personal photographs

Find a fam
ily photo at hom

e that relates in som
e w

ay to one 
of those you researched in the previous activities.  Bring this 
photo (ideally scanned) to class. 

N
ote:  Please ask perm

ission from
 a parent before you 

take any photo out of a fam
ily album

.  T
he fam

ily photo 
you bring in does not have to be the original – you 
should scan it if possible and bring that file to class.  If 
you do not have access to fam

ily photographs, or you 
are unable to take fam

ily photographs outside of the 
hom

e, please ask your teacher w
hich of the follow

ing s/
he prefers:  a collage of im

ages using m
agazine pictures 

or draw
ing(s) of a m

em
ory you have from

 your past.

If your im
age is not already one that w

as scanned, m
ake ar-

rangem
ents w

ith your teacher or librarian to have your im
-

age scanned.  

C
reate a K

eynote slide that has the historic, pre-w
ar photo-

graph on one side of the slide and your personal im
age on 

the other side.  

Activity Four (optional):  M
apping pre-w

ar Jew
ish 

Life
Teachers could print the keynote slides and have students con-
nect the im

ages around a large m
ap of Europe, basing place-

m
ents on the historic im

age’s location.  O
rganize your class-

m
ates into w

estern Europe and eastern Europe pre-w
ar pho-

tographs, then group by country.  Each student group should 
go up to the m

ap one at a tim
e and attach a push pin into the 

location of the tow
n on the m

ap and then tape their photo 
m

ontage onto the w
all som

e distance aw
ay.  O

nce these are 
placed, connect the tw

o item
s w

ith string.  
A

t the end of this process, you w
ill be able to see each other’s 

photographs, the parallels of lives then and now, and have 
som

e geographic representation of the history you are about 
to learn.  

T
ying it all together

In exam
ining your researched photos and the libretto text, 

identify evidence that suggests that life w
as norm

al for Jew
s 

prior to the N
azis com

ing to pow
er or invading a country.

W
hat did you discover as you looked through your ow

n fam
-

ily’s photos in com
parison to those that you had researched?  

W
hich photo of your fam

ily did you choose that relates and 
w

hy?  W
hat part of the libretto text rem

inds you of a fam
ily 

experience? H
ow

 do the photos show
 the sim

ilarities betw
een 

you, your fam
ily, or your com

m
unity to those in European 

Jew
ish life prior to W

W
II? W

hy do you think it w
as im

por-
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tant that you do this project before w
e study the rest of the 

events of the H
olocaust?

  C
onnect to Art

V
iew

 and discuss som
e of the pre-w

ar paintings by M
arc 

C
hagall at the M

useum
 of M

odern A
rt W

eb site (scroll dow
n 

until you com
e to C

hagall)

R
eferences:

T
his lesson plan w

as developed from
 the curriculum

 guide, 
“H

ere I A
m

…
A

nd Look W
ho Is W

ith M
e:  A

 Study G
uide 

for Law
rence Siegel’s “K

addish,” and the U
nited States H

olo-
caust M

em
orial M

useum
’s A

rthur and R
ochelle Belfer’s Ex-

em
plary Lessons Initiative, “Pre-W

orld W
ar II European Jew

-
ish Life Photo Project,” w

ritten by A
im

ee Young  
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W
alter K

ase, w
ho lived as a Jew

ish child and adolescent in 
pre-w

ar Poland, is one of the “voices” in this piece.  
H

is experiences inform
 us about how

 antisem
itism

 af-
fected Jew

ish life and culture in the tim
e before the 

N
azis rose to pow

er.  A
lthough European Jew

s had a 
rich and vibrant life and culture in Europe, they also 
experienced pogrom

s and other form
s of persecu-

tion throughout their history in Europe.  

A
 study of antisem

itism
 is im

portant to under-
standing and contextualizing the H

olocaust.  A
 

racist G
erm

an journalist nam
ed W

ilhelm
 M

arr 
coined the term

 “antisem
itism

” in 1879.  But 
antisem

itism
—

discrim
ination and hatred 

against Jew
s —

 is m
any centuries older, grow

-
ing out of the practice of anti-Judaism

, re-
pression of Jew

s for religious purposes. 

In eighteenth-century W
estern Europe, the liberalizing trend 

of the Enlightenm
ent changed the status of the Jew

s. Its 
ideas about hum

an equality, religious toleration, 
and civil rights enabled Jew

s to be-
com

e alm
ost equal citizens 

under the law. Eastern 
Europe, how

ever, lagged 
far behind the W

est in 
accepting such view

s.

D
espite these liberal cur-

rents, antisem
itism

 contin-
ued to persist in Eastern and 

W
estern Europe. In the late 

nineteenth and early tw
entieth 

centuries, anti-Jew
ish riots and 

outbreaks of m
ass violence, 

know
n as pogrom

s, erupted in 
R

ussia and Poland. T
his brutality 
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led to a flood of em
igration, 

and great num
bers of Jew

s 
cam

e to the U
nited States and 

m
ore w

estern parts of Europe. 
Som

e historians attribute this 
m

ovem
ent of people to increas-

ing antisem
itic beliefs and prac-

tices in G
erm

any in the years 
prior to the H

olocaust.

O
ver the centuries, antisem

itic 
actions have taken different, 

but often related, form
s: religious, political, econom

ic, social, 
and racial. Jew

s have been shunned, hated, and killed, be-
cause m

any prejudiced non-Jew
s advanced biased stereo-

types. W
ithout this lengthy 

tradition of antisem
itism

, 
the H

olocaust could not 
have happened.

Activity 1:  C
om

pare anti-Jew
ish tim

eline and N
azi 

antisem
itic law

s tim
eline

U
sing the tw

o keynote applications in the introduction sec-
tion, com

pare the anti-Jew
ish and N

azi antisem
itic law

s.  In 
w

hat w
ays are the sim

ilar?  In w
hat w

ays do they differ?

Activity 2:  C
lose R

eading of Libretto Text
R

ead the libretto text for “H
ate M

e T
ill Tuesday.” Identify 

parts of the song 

1.
that you don’t understand 

2.
that seem

 im
portant. 

3.
that reflect antisem

itic feelings in W
alter’s com

-
m

unity
Activity 3:  C

reate W
alter’s T

im
eline

O
n a sheet of paper, create a tim

eline of the w
eek that W

al-
ter K

ase describes w
ith a section for each day of the w

eek. 
O

n the tim
eline, identify:

1.
 w

hat W
alter is doing that day, 

2.
 w

hat experiences he  has, and
3.

 how
 he feels.  
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LIB
R

E
T

T
O

 T
E

X
T

 T
O

 

H
AT

E
 M

E
 T

ILL T
U

E
SD

AY

(M
ovem

ent 4 of K
addish by Larry Siegel)

 C
horus:

A
t that little tow

n w
here I w

as born, I had to speak three lan-
guages:
Yiddish at hom

e, Polish in school, U
kraine in the street.

A
t that little tow

n w
here I w

as born,
T

he Jew
s w

ere getting along, 
But the Poles and U

kraines:
A

s they w
ere born and as childhood, I don’t know

 w
hy and 

how, 
T

hey w
ere told that the Jew

s killed Jesus.

Baritone:
A

nd w
hen it com

es Passover, w
e drink the blood of Jesus, 

Because w
e used to m

ake borscht.

O
n the w

ay hom
e from

 school I used to get beaten up alm
ost 

every day. 

Seven year old boy: I killed C
hrist?

I cam
e hom

e bloodied up, m
y cloths torn. 

O
ne day m

y m
other took a rolling pin and hit m

e in the 
back:
You better learn how

 to defend yourself.
Your father cannot be w

ith you all the tim
e. 

So I learned to take a calf or a heifer,
and putting m

y fingers into the nostrils
and tw

isting the neck of the anim
al to bring it dow

n,
to strengthen m

y m
uscles.

Tenor:
A

t that little tow
n w

here I w
as born,

 I had little gentile friends,
W

ho w
ere m

y friends
Tuesday, W

ednesday, T
hursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

Sunday they w
ent to church and Sunday afternoon they 

w
ould beat the hell out of m

e.
A

nd hate m
e till Tuesday. 

A
nd Tuesday they w

ould again becom
e m

y friends.

M
ezzo-soprano:

O
ften you saw

- and I saw
 it w

ith m
y ow

n eyes-
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as a young girl  w
hen I  w

as going to school.
T

hat som
e young Polish guys w

ould catch a Jew
 w

ho had a 
beard and w

as dressed in a religious outfit. 
T

hey w
ould just beat him

 on the street.
A

nd you often heard m
others telling their children: 

C
horus:

Eat! O
r the Jew

 w
ill catch you! 

C
horus:

Behave! O
r the Jew

 w
ill catch you!

A
t that little tow

n w
here I w

as born,
T

his is the atm
osphere: before H

itler cam
e!

T
his study w

as developed from
 the curriculum

 guide, “H
ere I 

A
m

…
A

nd Look W
ho Is W

ith M
e:  A

 Study G
uide for Law

-
rence Siegel’s “K

addish 
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C
om

poser Law
rence Siegel asked, “W

ho are the w
itnesses to 

the H
olocaust?”  H

e responded that:   they are the survivors, the 
bystanders, the rescuers, the perpetrators.  In the largest sense, we all 
stand as living witnesses, for who has not been touched in some way by 
the worst cataclysm of a cataclysmic century?

K
addish is a m

usical com
position on three parts:  life before 

the H
olocaust, stories during the H

olocaust and the resolu-
tion, Tikkun Olam, “to repair the w

orld,” In this section you 
w

ill study a piece from
 the resolution section.  

T
he piece focuses on the concepts of w

holeness and broken-
ness – and the realm

s in betw
een and w

ithout.  
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B
AC

K
G

R
O

U
N

D
 T

O
 M

O
V

E
M

E
N

T
 14 O

F K
AD

D
ISH

“N
O

T
H

IN
G

 IS AS W
H

O
LE

 AS A H
E

AR
T

 W
H

IC
H

 
H

AS B
E

E
N

 B
R

O
K

E
N

”

T
he repeated chorus of this m

ovem
ent of “K

A
D

D
ISH

” 
draw

s on an expression attributed by som
e to R

abbi N
ach-

m
an of Breslov and by others to R

abbi M
enachem

 M
endel 

of K
otzk.  Because of the rich, oral tradition of H

asidism
, it 

is difficult to know
 for sure w

hich source is original.  R
abbi 

N
achm

an w
as know

n for his elaborate stories and deep sensi-
tivities to the hum

an condition.  T
he K

otzker R
ebbe is 

know
n for his stories as w

ell.  T
hough he never w

rote a single 
book, the K

otzker R
ebbe w

as fam
ous for concisely phrased, 

spiritual aphorism
s like, “no heart is as w

hole as a broken 
heart.”  It is, therefore, quite possible that both leaders m

ay 
have uttered the w

ords used as a backdrop to this m
ovem

ent.  

R
abbi N

achm
an (1772 – 1810), w

ho lived in Poland, w
as the 

great-grandson of the founder of the H
asidic m

ovem
ent in 

Judaism
.  H

e w
as renow

ned for his scholarship and w
isdom

 
and is often quoted.  T

he line, “R
eturn to your ships…

” is a 
reference to one of his m

ore fam
ous tales, “T

he Seven Beg-
gars.”  In Jew

ish story-telling, a beggar is a figure w
ith 

enough chutzpah (nerve) to be a genuine seeker – hence the 
allegorical, double-m

eaning in this story that expresses the 
yearning for healing and repair of the w

orld.  A
ccording to 

R
abbi N

athan, one of R
abbi N

achm
an’s disciples, how

 one 

tells and hears this story is crucial since the story participates 
in the healing it anticipates for our still-shattered w

orld.  
T

hat is, the story heals in the telling just as this m
ovem

ent 
heals in the singing.  

R
abbi N

achm
an speaks of heartbreak as a necessary state in 

w
hich to contem

plate one’s experiences, recover from
 them

, 
and ascend from

 there to a new
 know

ledge of Torah, G
-d 

and Joy.  It reinforces his idea that true suffering can becom
e 

a cleansing experience through w
hich the sufferer achieves 

greater self-understanding, as w
ell as the know

ledge that 
through G

-d there is true balance in the w
orld.

T
he verses in this m

ovem
ent – adapted, as the rest of the 

w
ork is, from

 interview
s w

ith survivors – reflect on how
 these 

survivors m
ade sense of their lives after the H

olocaust.  By 
singing their actual w

ords, K
A

D
D

ISH
 invites the audience to 

bond w
ith the survivors, as w

ell as to stand up w
ith them

 
against genocide.  T

heir stories are passionate expressions of 
the redem

ptive pow
er of the virtues of daily living.

W
hile the teachings of R

abbi N
achm

an em
phasize the w

ork 
of healing our shattered lives, the testim

onies of the survivors 
detail three aspects of this healing.  O

ne tells us to enter into 
day-to-day living, caring about the details and the substance 
of living our lives in the here and now.  A

nother rem
inds us 

of “the lesson that m
ust be forgotten,” that is, letting go of 
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the rage and hate that m
ay have helped som

eone to survive, 
forgiving w

ithout, how
ever, ignoring the barbarism

 of w
hat 

has occurred.  T
he last speaks of being nourished by one’s 

fam
ily, taking heart from

 their vitality.  

You can read “T
he Story of the Seven Beggars” by R

abbi 
N

achm
an of Breslov:   

http://w
w

w.shuvubonim
.org/storysb.htm

l 

Activity 1:  B
efore you Listen / R

ead the Libretto
O

n a piece of paper, please respond to the questions below
 to 

the best of your ability.  T
here are no “right” answ

ers, just 
the opportunity to express your thoughts on these issues.  

1.
W

hat does it m
ean for a person to be “w

hole”?
2.

D
escribe the experience of being broken.  In w

hat 
w

ays is it possible for a person to be broken?
3.

W
hat happens to a person in the afterm

ath of be-
ing broken – physically, spiritually and em

otionally?
4.

H
ow

 m
ay som

ething w
hich has been broken be 

m
ore w

hole than som
ething that has not?

5.
A

re there w
ays in w

hich loss m
akes us stronger?

6.
H

ow
 can som

eone w
ho is broken becom

e w
hole?  

7.
W

hat does it m
ean to heal?

8.
W

hat does it m
ean to forgive?  W

hat are som
e w

ays 
people can forgive? 

Activity 2:  C
ollage W

holeness
Look through m

agazines and other sources of pictures.  C
ol-

lect five im
ages of objects in the physical w

orld that appear 
to represent or epitom

ize w
holeness (rem

em
ber to ask perm

is-
sion before you rem

ove a page from
 a m

agazine!).  T
hese ob-

jects can include hum
an beings, anim

als, inanim
ate objects, 

and / or m
an-m

ade objects.  
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O
n a separate sheet of paper, describe each object and then 

explain w
hat can break this object or lessen its w

holeness

Activity 3:  W
hole / B

roken Letter
Select one of the objects you brought for the prew

riting 
“W

H
O

LE / BR
O

K
EN

.”  Im
agine that this object has been 

broken and put yourself in the place of the object.  Free 
w

rite a letter from
 the perspective of the object to w

hatever 
or w

hom
ever has broken it.  T

he letter should have a saluta-
tion, body and closing.  You m

ust use at least four (4) of the 
follow

ing questions as prom
pts:

•
W

hat w
as the object’s “w

hole” existence like?  Be 
specific.  C

reate a vivid portrait or series of snap-
shots of its life.

•
V

ividly describe the experience of being broken.
•

D
escribe the afterm

ath of the breaking.  H
ow

 has 
the object changed physically, spiritually, and em

o-
tionally?

•
H

ow
 does the breaking affect the object’s view

 of 
its “life” and purpose?

•
C

an the object find w
orth in its life?  W

hat is the 
source of that w

orth?
•

W
hat w

as and is the object’s relationship to that 
w

hich broke it?  Show
 that relationship through de-

scription.

•
H

as the relationship or the attitude of the object to 
the breaker changed as the object has lived w

ith be-
ing broken?

•
Is it possible to be broken and w

hole at the sam
e 

tim
e?  W

hat w
ould your now

-broken object say?

Activity 4:  Letter to Poem
 to C

lass E
xhibit

R
eview

 your free-w
rite letter in order to prepare to turn this 

letter into a poem
 or prose poem

.  T
hink about w

ho w
ill be 

the piece’s speaker, the narrative you w
ish to convey, the lan-

guage you w
ish to use, the use of m

etaphors and punctua-
tion, and line / stanza breaks.
 A

fter you finish w
riting your poem

, connect the im
age of 

your object to your poem
 (for exam

ple, use a larger sheet of 
paper – place the object above the poem

, or below
 the 

poem
).  W

rite your nam
e on the back of this paper.  T

hese 
w

ill be displayed in the classroom
. 

O
nce everyone’s objects / poem

s are on display, take a gal-
lery tour of your classroom

.  

Activity 5:  M
usic interpretation

R
ead and discuss w

ith a partner or group the background in-
form

ation and libretto text, “N
othing Is A

s W
hole A

s A
 

H
eart W

hich H
as Been Broken.”  If possible, play this por-

tion of the m
usic from

 the W
eb site. C

onsider the follow
ing:  
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•
H

ow
 is the refrain by the chorus used to unify and 

m
ove the piece forw

ard? 
•

For each of the “speakers” in the piece, w
hat w

as his 
or her focus for m

oving forw
ard in life?

•
W

hat is the m
eaning of “nothing is as w

hole as a 
heart w

hich has been broken”?  H
ow

 do the poem
s 

created by you and your classm
ates prior to the read-

ing of this text reflect this statem
ent?  
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LIB
R

E
T

T
O

 T
E

X
T:  N

O
T

H
IN

G
 IS AS W

H
O

LE
 AS A 

H
E

AR
T

 W
H

IC
H

 H
AS B

E
E

N
 B

R
O

K
E

N

(M
ovem

ent 14 of K
addish by Larry Siegel)

R
EFR

A
IN

 (C
horus):

N
othing is as w

hole as a heart w
hich has been broken.

A
ll tim

e is m
ade up of healing of the w

orld.
R

eturn to your ships, w
hich are your broken bodies.

R
eturn to your ships, w

hich w
ill be rebuilt.

Tenor:
Enter into your day by day living,
Into your life as it is here.
W

ith all these things, I still believe,
T

here is a reason for everything.

R
EFR

A
IN

 (N
othing is as w

hole…
)

Baritone:
It w

as a lesson that m
ust be forgotten,

It hurt m
e m

ore to hate than to love.
I had to reach into m

y heart, m
y m

ind, 

I had a long life ahead of m
e…

R
EFR

A
IN

 (N
othing is as w

hole…
)

Soprano:
Enter into your day by day living, 
Into your life as it is here.
A

ll the things I’ve w
itnessed, I am

 blessed to be here,
I’m

 very blessed w
ith m

y fam
ily,

M
y w

onderful, w
onderful fam

ily!

Tenor:
I have a w

onderful fam
ily.

C
horus:

I have a w
onderful fam

ily.
W

onderful, w
onderful,

Fam
ily!

R
EFR

A
IN

:  2 tim
es (N

othing is as w
hole…

)

Sources:  G
eorge T., Bill M

., A
aron E.
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C
opyright 2008 by Law

rence Siegel.  U
sed by perm

ission of 
the author.
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W
hile different lesson or unit plan ideas are 

possible throughout this text, this chapter contains 
som

e topic ideas that are broader than a specific 
tim

e during the H
olocaust.

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 IV: 

S
P

E
C

IA
L TO

P
IC

S

C
redit: Butterfly C

ollection, H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston



The sym
bol of the butterfly cam

e from
 a poem

 created by 
P

avel Friedm
ann, w

ho w
as im

prisoned in the Terezin 
ghetto/concentration cam

p in 1942.  H
is poem

 speaks of 
the loss of freedom

 and its effects. In 1944, P
avel w

as 
sent to A

uschw
itz.  H

e did not survive the H
olocaust.  

The M
useum

 has collected 1.5 m
illion butterflies in the 

decade since this program
 began.  These butterflies have 

been sent to the M
useum

 from
 students, adult groups and 

individuals from
 across the w

orld.  E
ventually the butter-

H
elpful Links

•
“H

M
H

 / B
utterfly P

roject” 

•
“U

S
H

M
M

 / C
hildren:  ID

 C
ards”

•
“U

S
H

M
M

 / P
light of Jew

ish C
hildren”

•
“U

S
H

M
M

 / C
hildren during the H

olocaust”
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H
M

H
 B

utterfly P
roject

C
hildren w

ere neither just the m
ute and 

traum
atized w

itnesses to this w
ar, nor 

m
erely its innocent victim

s; the w
ar in-

vaded their im
aginations and the w

ar 
raged inside them

. —
 N

icholas S
targardt 

in W
itnesses of W

ar: C
hildren's Lives U

n-
der the N

azis

P
hotograph by A

lexis P. of D
eerlakes, PA

.  C
redit:  B

utterfly C
ollection, 

H
olocaust M

useum
 H

ouston.



flies w
ill be displayed together to rem

em
ber the chil-

dren w
ho perished during the H

olocaust. 

Teachers can continue this project locally by having stu-
dents create butterflies during their study of the H

olo-
caust.  These butterflies can be displayed at the school 
sites (classroom

s, hallw
ays, libraries) to encourage oth-

ers to learn about the H
olocaust and its lessons.   

The B
utterfly (by P

avel Friedm
ann)

The last, the very last,

S
o richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow

.

P
erhaps if the sun’s tears w

ould sing 

 
against a w

hite stone....

S
uch, such a yellow

Is carried lightly ’w
ay up high.

It w
ent aw

ay I’m
 sure 

because it w
ished 

 
to kiss the w

orld good-bye.

For seven w
eeks I’ve lived in here,

P
enned up inside this ghetto.

B
ut I have found w

hat I love here.

The dandelions call to m
e

A
nd the w

hite chestnut branches in the court.

O
nly I never saw

 another butterfly

That butterfly w
as the last one.

B
utterflies don’t live in here, 

 
in the ghetto.
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In this section you w
ill consider the use of racist ideologies 

w
ithin tw

o societies:  Jim
 C

row
 A

m
erica and N

azi G
erm

any.  
C

ustom
 and law

 are closely linked system
s that affect how

 
people act tow

ards each other.  In both the post-C
ivil W

ar 
U

nited S
tates and N

azi G
erm

any, the freedom
s and rights 

of som
e groups of people w

ere lim
ited.  E

ach country devel-
oped a system

 of racially-based law
s influenced by past 

custom
s and beliefs, w

hich w
ould dram

atically shape his-
tory.  U

nder each system
, specific groups w

ere targeted.  A
f-

rican A
m

ericans w
ere the prim

ary target under the U
.S

. sys-
tem

 of Jim
 C

row
 Law

s.  Jew
ish people w

ere the prim
ary tar-

get under the N
urem

berg Law
s of N

azi G
erm

any.  E
ach tar-

geted group lost im
portant political, econom

ic and social 
rights. 

Suggested R
esources

These resources can assist you in com
pleting this project.

•
U

nited S
tates H

olocaust M
em

orial M
useum

 P
hoto 

A
rchive: 

http://w
w

w
.ushm

m
.org/research/research-in-coll

ections/overview
/photo-archives

•
“S

egregation and Violence R
esource G

uide” from
 

the Library of C
ongress: 

http://w
w

w
.loc.gov/teachers/classroom

m
aterials/

lessons/jim
crow

/index.htm
l

•
E

xam
ples of antisem

itic law
s, 1933 – 1939: 

http://w
w

w
.ushm

m
.org/w

lc/en/article.php?M
odul

eId=10007459 

•
E

xam
ples of Jim

 C
row

 Law
s: 

http://racism
.org/index.php?option=com

_conten
t&

view
=featured&

Item
id=101

•
Jim

 C
row

 M
useum

 of R
acist M

em
orabilia at Ferris 

S
tate U

niversity:  
http://w

w
w

.ferris.edu/jim
crow

/ 

•
S

am
ple C

ensus Form
: 

http://w
w

w
.census.gov/dm

d/w
w

w
/pdf/d02p.pdf 

•
H

ilberg, R
aul. “P

erpetrators, Victim
s, B

ystanders: 
The Jew

ish C
atastrophe, 1933-1945.” N

ew
 York,  

N
Y: A

aron A
sher B

ooks, 1992. 

•
D

ailey, J. “The A
ge of Jim

 C
row

.” N
ew

 York, N
Y: 

W
.W

. N
orton &

 C
om

pany, 2009. 
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Jim C
row and #

 

N
uremberg Laws



B
ackground Inform

ation:  
Legalizing R

acism
E

ugenics and R
acism

:  A
ccording to 19th century 

eugenics theories, hum
ans w

ere divided into different 
races.  S

om
e eugenicists ranked the races, w

ith w
hites 

or A
ryans at the top, and S

lavs, A
sians and A

fricans 
low

er in the rankings. 

The so-called scientific theories of eugenics w
ere based 

on traditional prejudices and racism
.  R

acism
 is an ideol-

ogy that justifies a social relationship of dom
inance.  

M
any racists used eugenics to defend or protect their po-

sitions in society.

From
 A

ntisem
itism

 to the N
urem

berg Law
s:  

C
ultural groups studied in the 19th century w

ere often 
know

n by their language groupings.  A
lthough S

em
itic 

languages include H
ebrew

 and A
rabic, the term

 cam
e to 

stand only for the Jew
ish people.  B

y 1879, Jew
s w

ere 
no longer identified by their cultural or religious beliefs, 
but w

ere now
 m

arked as a race -- the S
em

itic race.

N
azi leaders w

ere strong believers in eugenic principles.  
G

aining pow
er in 1933, they passed antisem

itic law
s that 

restricted the social, political and econom
ic activities of 

Jew
s, 

know
n 

collectively 
as 

the 
N

urem
berg 

Law
s.  

These law
s w

ere national in scope; m
ore than 444 such 

law
s w

ere passed in the years 1933 -- 1945.  The restric-
tions against Jew

ish people w
ould spread to countries 

taken over by the N
azis, existing until the end of W

orld 
W

ar II.

From
 “Jum

ping Jim
 C

row
” to the Jim

 C
row

 
Law

s:  O
riginally a dance, Jim

 C
row

 w
as also a nam

e 
given to a black-faced character in m

instrel show
s that 

travelled 
throughout 

the 
U

nited 
S

tates 
beginning 

in 
1830’s.  “Jim

 C
row

” becam
e a derogatory term

 to refer to 
A

frican A
m

ericans.

Follow
ing 

the 
C

ivil 
W

ar, A
frican A

m
ericans 

w
ere 

re-
stricted in their m

ovem
ents, actions and rights through 

local ordinances and state law
s.  A

pproved through U
.S

. 
S

uprem
e C

ourt cases like P
lessy v. Ferguson (1896), 

these law
s supported “separate, but equal” accom

m
oda-

tions betw
een the “races;” although, the reality is that 

there w
ere never equal accom

m
odations.  The right to 

vote w
as taken from

 A
frican A

m
ericans through voter reg-

istration restrictions and poll taxes.  B
etw

een the years 
1865 -- 1967, m

ore than 400 state law
s, constitutional 

am
endm

ents and city ordinances w
ere passed. 

 Jim
 

C
row

 Law
s existed in m

ore than thirty states and w
ould 

be in effect in m
any areas of the U

nited S
tates until the 

1960’s.   

The Im
pact Today:  C

onsider how
 you w

ould fill in the fol-
low

ing chart (or copy onto your ow
n paper to com

plete 
and turn in).
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R
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N
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F A 

N
U

R
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 LAW

T
EX

T
 O

R
 D

ESC
R

IPT
IO

N
 O

F A 
JIM

 C
R

O
W

 LAW

W
ho A

m
 I?

First Supplem
entary D

ecree to the C
itizenship 

Law
 (N

ovem
ber 1935):  T

his law
 defined as 

Jew
ish all persons w

ho had at least three full 
Jew

ish grandparents, or w
ho had tw

o Jew
ish 

grandparents and w
ere m

arried to a Jew
ish 

spouse or belonged to the Jew
ish religion at the 

tim
e of the law

’s publication, or w
ho entered 

into such com
m

itm
ents at a later date.

N
orth C

arolina “Black C
ode,” 1866:  “Sec 1. 

Be it enacted by the G
eneral A

ssem
bly of the 

State of N
orth C

arolina...T
hat negroes and 

their issue, even w
here one ancestor in each 

succeeding generation to the fourth inclusive is 
w

hite, shall be deem
ed persons of color.”

W
here C

an I Live?

M
illions of Jew

s lived in eastern Europe.  A
fter 

G
erm

any invaded Poland in 1939, m
ore than 

tw
o m

illion Polish Jew
s cam

e under G
erm

an 
control.  A

fter G
erm

any invaded the Soviet 
U

nion in 1941, several m
illion m

ore Jew
s 

cam
e under N

azi rule.  T
he N

azis aim
ed to 

control this sizable population by forcing Jew
s 

to reside in m
arked-off sections of tow

ns and 
cities called “ghettos” or “Jew

ish residential 
quarters.”   

Louisiana had a statute w
hich read, “A

ny 
person w

ho shall rent any part of any building 
to a N

egro person or a N
egro fam

ily w
hen 

such building is already in w
hole or in part in 

occupancy by a w
hite person or w

hite fam
ily, 

or vice versa w
hen the building is in 

occupancy by a N
egro person or a N

egro 
fam

ily, shall be guilty of a m
isdem

eanor.

W
hom

 C
an I M

arry?

Law
 for the D

efense of G
erm

an Blood and 
H

onor (Septem
ber 1935):  “Fully aw

are that 
the purity of G

erm
an blood is the condition 

for the survival of the G
erm

an Volk, and 
anim

ated by the unw
avering w

ill to secure the 
G

erm
an nation forever, the R

eichstag has 
unanim

ously decided upon the follow
ing, 

w
hich is thereby proclaim

ed.  M
arriages 

betw
een Jew

s and citizens of G
erm

an and 
related blood are forbidden.” 

In 1865, A
rizona passed a m

iscegenation 
statute w

hich m
ade m

arriages betw
een w

hites 
w

ith “N
egroes, m

ulattoes, Indians or 
M

ongolians” illegal and void.  
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F A 
JIM

 C
R

O
W

 LAW

W
here C

an I G
o To School?

Law
 A

gainst O
vercrow

ding of G
erm

an 
Schools and U

niversities (A
pril 1933):  T

his 
law

 lim
ited the m

atriculation of new
 Jew

ish 
students in any G

erm
an school or university to 

1.5 percent of the total of new
 applicants, w

ith 
the overall num

ber of Jew
ish pupils or students 

in any institution not to exceed 5%
.

In 1904, O
klahom

a passed the follow
ing 

education statute, “A
ny instructor w

ho shall 
teach in any school, college or institution 

w
here m

em
bers of the w

hite and colored race 
are received and enrolled as pupils for 
instruction shall be deem

ed guilty of a 
m

isdem
eanor, and upon conviction thereof, 

shall be fined in any sum
 not less than ten 

dollars or m
ore than fifty dollars for each 

offense.”   

H
ow

 D
id T

hese Law
s A

ffect Everyday Life?

Executive O
rder on the Law

 on the A
lteration 

of Fam
ily and Personal N

am
es requires Jew

s to 
adopt an additional nam

e:  “Sara” for w
om

en 
and “Israel” for m

en.  [A
ugust 17, 1938]

D
ecree on the Exclusion of Jew

s from
 G

erm
an 

Econom
ic Life closes all Jew

ish-ow
ned 

businesses.  [N
ovem

ber 12, 1938]

R
estaurants (A

labam
a):  It shall be unlaw

ful to 
conduct a restaurant or other place for the 

serving of food in the city, at w
hich w

hite and 
colored people are served in the sam

e room
, 

unless such w
hite and colored persons are 

effectually separated by a solid partition 
extending form

 the floor upw
ard to a distance 

of seven feet or higher, and unless a separated 
entrance from

 the street is provided for each 
com

partm
ent.  

Burial (G
eorgia):  T

he officer in charge shall 
not bury, or allow

 to be buried, any colored 
persons upon ground set apart or used for the 

burial of w
hite persons.  
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W
ho A

m
 I?  T

he U
.S. C

ensus has asked participants to identify their 
race since 1790.  Today, this question relies on self-identification and 

allow
s respondents to choose m

ultiple categories.  W
hich box or boxes 

did you (or your fam
ily) choose to describe yourself in the last census?

W
here C

an I Live?  T
hink about w

here you live and w
ho your neighbors 

are.  In term
s of ethnicity, w

ho lives in your neighborhood?  A
re there 

areas of your tow
n that you know

 are dom
inated by one ethnic group? 

W
hom

 C
an I M

arry?  T
hink of the last tim

e you w
ere in public and a 

m
ultiethnic couple w

alked into the room
, store or past a group of people.  

H
ow

 did people respond?  H
ow

 do you respond w
hen you see a 

m
ultiethnic couple?  D

oes a stigm
a exist today around m

ultiethnic 
couples?

W
here C

an I G
o To School?  Schools today are usually zoned for 

attendance, draw
ing from

 area neighborhoods.  T
hink of the ethnic 

m
ake-up in your area schools.  A

re they best described as integrated or 
segregated?

W
hat Is Everyday Life Like Today?  T

hink of the social or econom
ic 

groups to w
hich you belong.  H

ow
 diverse are the m

em
berships of these 

groups?



A
N

N
IH

ILAT
IO

N

the act of reducing to nonexistence or ruin; to utterly destroy or w
ipe out of exis-

tence

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



A
N

SC
H

LU
SS

the unification of A
ustria and N

azi G
erm

any that occurred in M
arch 1938.  A

 
plebiscite w

as held in A
ustria that authorized the unification; the N

azi antisem
itic 

law
s w

ere extended into A
ustria alm

ost im
m

ediately.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Kristallnacht

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



A
N

T
ISE

M
IT

ISM

discrim
ination against or prejudice or hostility tow

ards Jew
ish people

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



A
RYA

N
S

based on the N
azi theory of race, this group w

as identified by the N
azis as the “su-

perior race,” com
prised of G

erm
ans and m

any northern Europeans.  

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



AT
T

R
IT

IO
N

through a process of w
eakening or resistance, a reduction or decrease in num

bers, 
size, or strength

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 3 - G
hettos

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



BA
N

A
LIT

Y

having a state of ordinariness; not being unique, fresh or original.  H
annah A

rendt 
w

rote in her book on the Eichm
ann trial the concept of “banality of evil.”  H

er ba-
sic thesis is that the horror of the H

olocaust occurred not by sociopaths, but in-
stead by ordinary people w

ho accepted the philosophy of hate.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



B
O

Y
C

O
T

T

to refrain from
 purchasing or using.  Boycotts can be used to intim

idate a group of 
people or a store ow

ner.  In som
e cases, they are used to protest the actions of a 

governm
ent or store ow

ner.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Nazi Terror Begins

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
E

N
SU

R
E

strong expression of disapproval.  C
an also m

ean an official reprim
and. 

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Nazi Terror Begins

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
H

IU
N

E
 SU

G
IH

A
R

A

Lorem
 ipsum

 dolor sit am
et, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusm

od tem
por in-

cididunt ut labore et dolore m
agna aliqua. U

t enim
 ad m

inim
 veniam

, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullam

co laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea com
m

odo consequat. 

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 5 - Survivors’ Stories Stories

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
LA

N
D

E
ST

IN
E

being done in secret; hidden

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 3 - G
hettos

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
O

LLE
C

T
IV

E
 R

E
SPO

N
SIB

ILIT
Y

a concept or doctrine, according to w
hich individuals are to be held responsible for 

other people's actions by tolerating, ignoring, or harboring them
, w

ithout actively 
collaborating in these actions

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 4 - RESCUE

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
O

V
E

N
A

N
T

the agreem
ent betw

een G
od and the ancient Israelites, in w

hich G
od prom

ised to 
protect them

 if they kept H
is law

 and w
ere faithful to H

im
.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 1 - Jewish O
rigins and the Diaspora

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



C
R

E
M

AT
E

D

to use fire to turn a hum
an body to ashes

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



D
E

IC
ID

E

the act of killing a god.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



D
IA

SPO
R

A

Living in exile w
ithout the possibility of returning “hom

e”

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



E
IN

SAT
Z

G
R

U
PPE

organized m
obile killing squads responsible for m

ass killings, typically by shooting, 
of Jew

s in particular, but also significant num
bers of other population groups and 

political categories.  M
ore than 1,000,000 Jew

s w
ere m

urdered by these groups.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 3 - M
obile Killing Squads

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



E
U

G
E

N
IC

S

a pseudo-science based on the belief in the possibility of im
proving the qualities of 

the hum
an species or a hum

an population, especially by such m
eans as discourag-

ing reproduction by persons presum
ed to have inheritable undesirable traits (nega-

tive eugenics)  or encouraging reproduction by persons presum
ed to have inherit-

able desirable traits (positive eugenics).

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



E
U

T
H

A
N

IZ
E

D

under the N
azi policies this w

as the act of either allow
ing a targeted person to die 

or actively bringing about that person’s death.  T
his is not to be confused w

ith the 
m

odern m
eaning of the term

 euthanasia.  T
he N

azis com
bined their belief in 

eugenics w
ith the idea that som

e people w
ere “life unw

orthy of life.”  

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



E
X

T
R

A
JU

D
IC

IA
LLY

outside of judicial  proceedings; beyond the action or authority of a court.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Nazi Terror Begins

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



FIN
A

L SO
LU

T
IO

N

N
azi G

erm
any's plan and execution of the system

atic genocide of European Jew
s 

during W
orld W

ar II, resulting in the m
ost deadly phase of the H

olocaust. A
ccord-

ing to historians at the U
nited States H

olocaust M
em

orial M
useum

, “T
he N

azis 
frequently used euphem

istic language to disguise the true nature of their crim
es. 

T
hey used the term

 “Final Solution” to refer to their plan to annihilate the Jew
ish 

people.” H
einrich H

im
m

ler w
as the chief architect of the plan, and the G

erm
an 

N
azi leader A

dolf H
itler term

ed it "the final solution of the Jew
ish question" 

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 4 - The W
annsee Conference

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



G
H

E
T

T
O

S

established by the N
azi governm

ent to confine Jew
s (and som

etim
es R

om
a or Sinti) 

into tightly packed areas in tow
ns or cities, notably in eastern Europe under m

iser-
able living conditions.  T

he term
 "ghetto" originated from

 the nam
e of the Jew

ish 
quarter in Venice, established in 1516, in w

hich the Venetian authorities com
pelled 

the city's Jew
s to live.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 3 - O
ccupation in the East

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



PO
G

R
O

M

organized m
assacres, especially of Jew

ish people

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Kristallnacht

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



PO
G

R
O

M
S

organized m
assacres, especially of Jew

ish people

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 1 - Antisem
tism

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



PO
R

A
JM

O
S

R
om

ani term
 for the H

olocaust.  In several dialects it literally m
eans “the devour-

ing.”  

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



SH
T

E
T

L

a Jew
ish village or sm

all-tow
n com

m
unity in eastern Europe.  T

hese existed prior 
to the H

olocaust; after the H
olocaust m

ost of these com
m

unities had been physi-
cally destroyed and those w

ho had lived in them
 w

ere m
urdered.

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



SO
N

D
E

R
K

O
M

M
A

N
D

O

Lorem
 ipsum

 dolor sit am
et, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusm

od tem
por in-

cididunt ut labore et dolore m
agna aliqua. U

t enim
 ad m

inim
 veniam

, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullam

co laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea com
m

odo consequat. 

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 4 - Resistance
Chapter 4 - Killing Centers

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



ST
E

R
ILIZ

AT
IO

N

the act of destroying the ability of a person or anim
al to reproduce by inhibiting 

the functions of the sex organs or rem
oving those organs. 

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 2 - Enem
ies of the State

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



T
H

E
 PA

LE
 O

F SE
T

T
LE

M
E

N
T

T
he Pale of Settlem

ent w
as the nam

e given to a region of Im
perial R

ussia in 
w

hich Jew
s w

ere perm
itted to reside.  C

atherine the G
reat first established this re-

gion in 1791, requiring Jew
s w

ho w
ould not convert to the R

ussian O
rthodox faith 

to m
ove to this region.  To view

 a m
ap of this area, view

 
http://w

w
w.berdichev.org/m

appaleofsettlem
ent.htm

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 9 - Like Cherries in the W
inter

Drag related term
s here

Find Term



V
O

LK

In G
erm

an, this term
 can have several m

eanings, from
 the idea of a people in the 

ethnic sense to a nation.  T
he N

azis used this term
 specifically for nationalistic pur-

poses.  

Related G
lossary Term

s

Index

Chapter 1 - Antisem
tism

Drag related term
s here

Find Term


