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One word can completely shift the essence of a message. Ask the question “why is it 

important to remember the Holocaust?” and you’ll receive a rather uniform answer, whether you 

ask a student, a museum curator, or an exasperated history teacher trying to explain to their 

pupils the purpose behind their occupation. You’ll get an answer similar to the response you 

would get if you asked about the remembrance of any downturn in human history: “so we don’t 

repeat our mistakes in the future.” However, the question before us is much more than that due to 

the addition of a single, simple word: today. Today we are facing a global pandemic of a disease 

that has caused the deaths of millions, the disruption of billions. Today we are in the midst of our 

nation’s battle for racial justice, a fight that has been raging for centuries, and one that doesn’t 

seem to fade over time. Today we are grappling with the aftermath of what is considered by 

many to be our nation’s most controversial and damaging presidency. Today, more than ever, 

our actions will not have repercussions that are felt “sometime in the future.” They are going to 

be felt immediately, every aspect amplified to the umpteenth degree, and will continue to be felt 

far beyond what any of us could imagine.  

Something that many people don’t realize is that at this very moment, we are making 

decisions and performing actions that will determine how we are portrayed in the history books 

of future generations. So the importance of remembering the events in our own history lessons 

becomes so much more important. Our city, our nation, our world is at a crossroads that has been 

met time and time again by our predecessors, and our next few steps will determine the path 

being forged and followed by our children, and our children’s children. By looking through a 

lens of historical context, we are essentially standing at the same fork in the road as those leading 

up to the Holocaust. It is only through remembrance of these pivotal moments that we can ensure 

that today we are making the right decisions for tomorrow.  
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It is often difficult for people to understand the importance of choosing the right path, for 

they themselves have only experienced the portion of the road where the right decision has been 

made for them, where humanity has already chosen the path paved with tolerance, and devoid of 

the potholes of injustice. It is impossible to know how many times humanity has avoided an 

event horrific enough to be comparable to the Holocaust, but every time the right path has been 

chosen has been after reflection and remembrance of the past. If somebody were to be provided 

with a map, and then chose to ignore the directions given to them as they traversed towards an 

unknown destination, we would think of them as reckless and brash. We have been given our 

own roadmap in the form of history, and it is our responsibility as members of society to study 

the roadmap so as to steer clear of the streets we would much rather avoid. 

 As humans, we have a tendency to try and forget the issues that upset us. We try to 

ignore the wrong turns we have made on our journey. Scary statistics and unthinkable acts of our 

fellow man are topics that we would much rather sweep under the rug of blissful ignorance. But 

attempting to shield ourselves and those around us from the realities of life only aids the worst 

things in life. Ignoring the actions of our predecessors makes it impossible to learn from their 

mistakes, and in turn makes it all the more likely that those realities will reoccur.  Attempting to 

simply ignore the largest genocide to ever plague human history is something that would forever 

tarnish the view of our generation. We need to make the decision to look at the map we have 

been given. The Holocaust resulted in the state-sponsored murder of over six million Jewish 

people, a number hovering aroung the current population of the entire Houston metro area. And 

while this is a truly horrific reality, it is one that we need to acknowledge if we are to continue on 

our journey through life. We need to remember that unfortunate turn in the road, so that when we 
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return to this same spot in the future, we choose the right path. It is only through remembrance of 

the past that there can be stabilization of the present, and preservation of the future. 


