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Gerald S. Kaplan Endowment Lecture:
John Demjanjuk and the Last Great Holocaust Trial
Professor Lawrence R. Douglas
July 6, 2016 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Location
John (Ivan) Demjanjuk was a native Ukrainian who settled in Cleveland, where he worked for Ford and
raised a family. He also became the subject of the lengthiest and most bizarre criminal case to arise out of
the Holocaust. The only person in American history to be twice stripped of his citizenship, Demjanjuk was
extradited to Israel, where he was tried and sentenced to death as the sadistic Treblinka guard known as
Ivan the Terrible—only to be released when the Israelis realized they had the wrong Ivan. Two decades
later, in 2011, a Munich court convicted him as having served as a guard at Sobibor, an equally lethal SS
death camp.
Lawrence Douglas covered Demjanjuk’s Munich trial for Harper’s and his recently published
book, The Right Wrong: John Demjanjuk and the Last Great Nazi War Crimes Trial,
builds on that reportage to show the historic importance of the enormous effort to bring
Demjanjuk to justice. Named an Editor’s Choice by the New York Times Book Review, The
Right Wrong Man has received enthusiastic reviews across the US and Europe.
“Superb…Sophisticated and suspenseful” writes The Jerusalem Post. The Wall Street
Journal called it “masterful…The Right Wrong Man deftly delivers disquisitions on nuanced legal questions
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as if they were plot points in a thriller.” Douglas will lecture and sign copies of his books, which will be for
sale in the HMH Museum store.
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Alexandra Zapruder is the editor of “Salvaged Pages: Young Writers` Diaries of the Holocaust,” which won
the Jewish Book Council's 2001-2002 National Jewish Book Award in the Holocaust category. The second
edition of “Salvaged Pages” was published in 2015. Zapruder will speak about her collection of youth diaries.
This stirring collection of diaries written by young people during the Holocaust reflects a vast and diverse
range of experiences — some of the writers were refugees, others were hiding or passing as non-Jews,
some were imprisoned in ghettos. “Salvaged Pages” offers the first comprehensive collection of such
writings, with extensive excerpts from 15 diaries, 10 of which had never before been translated and
published in English. The diarists ranged in age from 12 to 22; some survived the Holocaust but most
perished. Taken together, their accounts of daily events and their often unexpected thoughts, ideas and
feelings serve to deepen and complicate understanding of life during the Holocaust. Zapruder was the
exhibition researcher and educator for the permanent and traveling versions of “Remember the Children,
Daniel’s Story” at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. She is currently an independent writer and scholar.
The evening includes Zapruder’s lecture and her signing purchased copies of her book.
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